
September 27, 2012

Jennifer Nickerson
Coordinator
The History Project
1730 Cambridge St., S-422
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Jennifer,

I write to offer my recommendation for Adrian Leonard, a graduate student at
Cambridge University, who is applying for a research grant in connection with the
History Project.

Adrian presented a preliminary paper from his project at the Economic History
Association (EHA) annual meeting in Vancouver in September, 2012, and I was the
discussant for his paper. I read his paper very carefully in preparing my remarks.

Overall I found his project to be of significant promise. His work analyzes an issue
of great importance for both the history of Great Britain, and the history of the
Western world generally: maritime insurance. The paper he presented at EHA
included some valuable insights based on his preliminary analysis of his data. He
finds a precipitous decline in maritime insurance rates in London around the turn of
the eighteenth century, and analyzes the sources of this decline, as well as its
consequences. Although I would like him to consider some additional arguments as
he revises and expands his work (which were at least partly beyond the scope of
what could be presented at a conference), his paper was persuasive and holds the
promise of becoming a significant contribution to the economic history of Britain.

My understanding is that Adrian is now applying for additional funds from the
History Project so that he can expand his data collection. Given the nature of the
sources he is working with, is is absolutely essential for him to assemble as many
insurance policies as possible over his time period, in order to ensure that his data
are representative. I therefore strongly recommend that he be given a research grant
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April 23, 2005

Barbara Boger
Director
PLTC
Wellesley College
Wellesley, MA 02482

Dear Barbara,

I am writing to nominate Mahnaz Islam for a PLTC Tutoring Award. Mahnaz is
one of the finest undergraduate teachers I have ever encountered and I urge you to
consider her carefully for one of the awards.

Mahnaz has been the attached tutor for my Economics 202 course for three semesters.
She took the course from me in the Fall of 2003, as a first-year student, and received
the highest grade in the class. I asked her to be the attached course tutor in the
following semester (Spring 2004), and she did so well that I’ve continued to hire her
for the position each semester ever since.

As the attached course tutor, Mahnaz meets with the students in the course’s class-
room approximately every other week, and answers their questions about the assign-
ments. She also holds regular office hours in the PLTC. Mahnaz has been extremely
diligent and conscientious in preparing for her meetings with the students, usually
arranging to meet with me first, to review the material, and to ask me for input
regarding what she should emphasize.

Mahnaz’s careful preparation, and her patient and friendly approach, have made
her a highly effective tutor. Usually almost all of the students in the class attend
the classroom review sessions she holds, which are optional, and I think that’s an
indication that they find her sessions to be helpful and productive. Perhaps an even
stronger indication of the students’ appreciation of her efforts is that, in response to
the question about the valuable features of the course on the SEQs for my Econ 202
class in the Fall of 2004, several students actually mentioned how good they felt the
tutor had been. As you may know, it is highly unusual for students to mention tutors
on their SEQs.

One of the things I appreciate most about Mahnaz is that she knows the limits of
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