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Abstract

. We document that culture and cultural perception both influence financial decisions. We

examine the impact of clan culture, an important dimension of Chinese culture, on individual

lending behavior.

. Using data from RenRenDai, a leading peer-to-peer lending platform in China, we find that
borrowers from regions with higher clan culture are more likely to get loans funded, attract
larger bids from lenders, get loans funded faster, are less likely to default, and repay a larger

fraction of their loans.

. These effects are more pronounced when borrowers are riskier, there is greater information
asymmetry, and the legal environment is weaker.
. Clan culture acts as a substitute for formal institutional mechanisms. Cultural considerations
improve the efficiency of financial decisions

Motivation

Importance of Culture in Finance

» A cultural revolution is taking place in finance (Zingales, JFE, 2015). e.g., Corporate culture of
trust is positively associated with profits (Guiso, et al., JFE, 2015); Corruption culture

overseas influences American residents to cheat on taxes (Debacker et al., JFE, 2015).
Why Clan Culture?

» The social structures of imperial China, exemplified by clans, impacted development of
Chinese society (Greif and Tabellini, AER, 2010; Benjamin, QJE, 2019).

» Clan culture has broad social functions and economic functions even in the modern China
(Zhang, Journal of Comparative Economics, 2017, 2020; Chen et al., Economic Journal,
2022).

» Most previous studies look at aggregate outcomes or institutional actions. However, culture is

more likely to impact individual actions. Peer-to-peer lending allows us to examine this.

Research Questions

1. Does clan culture influence borrower and lender behavior in peer-to-peer lending?
2. What is the impact of clan culture on borrower and lender outcomes in peer-to-peer lending?
3. Why does clan culture influence borrower and lender outcomes in peer-to-peer lending?

Background

Clan Culture

» Clans are kin-based groups with common ancestors that gathered to form social
organizations.

» Genealogy compilation is a crucial aspect of the Chinese clan system.

» Clan Culture effectively facilitated resource pooling for business ventures and risk sharing for
daily life, and sustained the Chinese economy for numerous generations.

RenRenDai

» One of the largest P2P platform in China.

» Borrowers apply for loans by disclosing personal information and choosing the interest rate
they are willing to pay.

» RRD issues its own credit ratings.

» Investors bid. A loan receives no funding unless funded 100%.

Data

» All 341,348 loan listings posted on RRD between 2012 and 2015, 21,371 successfully funded,
rest were not; 2,413 loans defaulted, rest were repaid.

» Genealogy data from The General Catalog of Chinese Genealogy.
» GDP from China Statistical Yearbooks.

» Lawyers data from the Ministry of Justice, provincial departments of justice, the official
website of the Lawyers Association, the Lawyers’ Yearbook and the provincial and municipal
statistical yearbooks.

» Bank data from China Banking and Insurance Regulatory Commission
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Conclusions

» Borrowers from regions with higher clan culture are more likely to get their loans funded, get
loans funded faster and, receive larger bids from lenders, less likely to default, and have

higher repayment ratios

» This effect is more pronounced where the borrowers are of low quality, there exists greater
iInformation asymmetry, and the legal environment is weaker.

» Clan culture influences borrowers’ and lenders’ performance through market trust, social

network, and moral norms
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