Comrade guests, comrade macheteros of the millionaire brigades
  , workers: If we have not lost count, this is the
seventh May Day since the victory of the revolution   , and I do
not believe that anyone who has witnessed this parade can doubt that it has
undoubtedly been the greatest in terms of colorfulness, enthusiasm, and the
number of workers participating.   

Why does happiness among the masses grow on this date? What is the
difference between our first May Days and the old May Days? Those who
cannot or do not want to understand revolutions and their power should have
the opportunity to witness one of these May Days. Among the masses of our
country the concept of work and the worker has changed profoundly. To the
degree that the revolutionary awareness of all our people has developed,
the idea of work and the honor of being a worker is something that is felt
and understood by ever-increasing sectors of our population. Work in our
country is no longer a means of enrichment for a privileged minority, nor
will it ever be again. Work is no longer nor will it ever be again the
object of exploitation. The sweat of the men and women of our country will
never serve privilege again; it will never serve the exploiters.

Moreover, it is not true that because of this, because of the revolution,
we will have fewer millionaires in our country. Now we have more
millionaires.    However, the millionaires are not millionaires
under that old concept of millionaires who amassed hundreds and hundreds of
pesos and who acquired a fortune of millions of pesos and tens of millions
of pesos through the blood and sweat of the people. There is no other way,
nor could there ever be any other way in any era of history, to become a
millionaire unless it is through the exploitation of work, because nobody
with his own work alone creates enough wealth to accumulate millions of
pesos.

The millionaires of today are not those who exploit their neighbor's sweat,
but rather those who with their sweat are very capable, as are the
macheteros who have cut a million arrobas of sugarcane and are so honored
here at this event.    Here we have more than 3,000 macheteros who,
by belonging to brigades that have surpassed the figure of 1 million
arrobas, deserve the title of millionaire macheteros. They are not
millionaires who possess another's fortune. They are millionaires by virtue
of their work. They are millionaires because they give to the nation riches
that can be measured in millions of pesos. Not one of them, not one worker,
will ever be thought of in the old concept of a millionaire--and he does
not need to be. Yet they will make the nation a millionaire; they will make
the fatherland a millionaire.   

The very few millionaires who existed before did not cut sugarcane. They
did not sweat one drop. Those who were millionaires were precisely those
who never worked, but made others work for them. There were a few
millionaires even though the nation was poor. The people were poor. To
justify their right to exploit the nation, they alleged that society could
not progress without their intelligence, leadership, or administrative
ability. They alleged that they contributed their intelligence to society
and furnished it with their intelligence, and business experience. And they
alleged that man was not a species of animal moved by self-interest; that
only a morbid interest could motivate men to make an effort in the battle
of beasts, of men against men, and that society could advance only with
such baseness and egoism. They considered that people were incapable of any
virtue. They thought that man was incapable of any unselfish and generous
sentiments. They thought that humans were beasts, and beasts in the double
sense of the word who were capable of devouring each other and incapable of
doing without that privileged minority of exploiters.

Fine. Our people have dispensed with that minority, and our nation has not
been sunk because of that, nor with everything that the Yankee imperialists
have added to that to sink it.    The nation has not gone backward.
And it is true that that minority accumulated not the intelligence but the
experience. It accumulated everything possible that was bad. It learned the
art of deception, exploitation, and stealing. It had the opportunity to
direct business establishments, factories, sugar centrals, large estates,
and business establishments of all types. It is true that no worker, no
laborer managed or learned to manage a sugar central, a factory, or
productive farm. It is true that when a revolution takes places in a
country such as ours, the first thing that happens is that the property of
these gentlemen is confiscated, since it involved the fundamental means of
production of the nation.   

But people do not acquire overnight all the necessary experience to replace
that minority of exploiters which has the experience. The greatest hope the
reactionaries harbor for the failure of revolutions is the idea that the
workers, the exploited, our workers and our peasants, will be incapable of
managing the nation. In turn, one of the important contraditions in a
revolution--as we have said on other occasions--is the need to make
everything in the country new: to make its administration entirely new, to
make its state entirely new, to make its armed forces entirely new, to make
its economic structure entirely new, to replace those who have been heading
the public institutions, factories, and centers of production with the
little, with the scarce, with the nonexistent experience available to
workers during the first phase to implement that task.

While it was true that a minority had the experience and a considerable
part of the management and production known-how, what was untrue was that
the minority had exclusive possession of the intelligence of the nation,
because there was much greater intelligence in the masses of the people.
There was much more potential capability, much more energy, a much better
attitude to move the nation forward. The fact that at the end of seven
years, or at the end of the seventh year, there has been such a
considerable increase in the strength of our working people, of the Cuban
revolution, shows how the initial obstacles, how the most difficult stages
have been coped with. Because of this, because it was necessary to prepare
the people, the revolution was undoubtedly correct in its basic interest in
developing education, in raising the level of instruction and culture, and
in raising the technical level of our people.

Today, after seven years during which we had to do everything, anew, we no
longer have the old, bourgeois state; we have the new socialist state.
  

True enough it was that during the first phases this state was not and
could not be very efficient; true though it also was that this new state
still had many vestiges of the past; true enough it was that it was also
permeated by the influence and by the participation of some elements of
that minority which was never able to adapt itself to the revolution; true
though it was that the spirit of that class did have a considerable
influence on the low efficiency of the new socialist state, no one can
doubt that this new state has increasingly rid itself of those elements who
were unworthy of the revolution and the people, has increasingly rid itself
of that bourgeois spirit, or of that petty bourgeois spirit, and has
already begun to be an incomparably more sufficient state. And of course,
without any doubt whatsoever, it is infinitely more efficient than the
former state existing in our country.

And anyone who assesses the situation dispassionately and objectively can
understand how administrative efficiency grows year by year, month by
month, day by day in each of the branches of revolutionary administration.
Likewise, who could doubt that other tasks--our ability to create the new
revolutionary armed forces, and in spite of the fact that when the war
ended none of our fighters knew even how to march, stand at attention,
salute, give commands to a squad, company, battalion or division; who could
doubt that the revolution, faced with the need to defend itself from its
imperialist enemies, the need to create a powerful army--not, as the
imperialist detractors of our revolution write in their mercenary and lying
press, to maintain the revolutionary regime or to oppress the people,
because when there is identification between revolutionary power and the
people in a country, as there is in ours   , when a revolution,
when a new social system has such support from the masses, it does not have
to arm itself to maintain that system, or that power .... 

That power would have no reason for being if it were not a power of the
people and for the people. It would have no reason for being because,
actually, that which characterizes the socialist state, the socialist
revolution, is just the opposite of capitalist society, the capitalist
state, which was an instrument of force in the hands of a minority to keep
the great masses in ignorance, poverty, exploitation, oppression, and
misery.    The revolution is the power of the immense majority of
the people against an insignificant minority.

However, no great forces would be needed to confront those insignificant,
weak forces. The reason for the development of the armed forces of our
revolution is the need to defend ourselves from a powerful foreign enemy.
What is more, that force of the revolution is great, is considerable, and
is capable of resisting that enemy, because it is not a force separated
from the people but rather precisely and essentially the force of the
people.    In the past seven years those who did not know, those
who did not understand, those who had never gone to a military school
learned their work. They acquired the training necessary to perform it and
perform it with an infinitely greater efficiency than any officer educated
in the military academies of the capitalists, to perform the tasks and the
missions that defense of the country requires.

And the same thing happens in the administration of our industry, in the
administration of our agriculture, in the administration of our hospitals,
in the administration of all the production centers of our country. In the
early days there were very few who knew how to perform the tasks that the
economy and production required. However, from everywhere there have risen
men capable of resolving those tasks.

An example is the countryside, whose progress can be seen simply by
observing the parade of the various working sectors of our country. One no
longer sees such a great mass of public administration workers. No, that
mass has been reduced considerably, and instead, for the first time in the
past seven years, there paraded today a very large contingent of workers
from what is called the labor reserve and who are the men and women of our
country    who previously worked in various administrative or other
types of centers and, where their work was not indispensable, were
transferred to education and training centers. This was done so that we
would know how to use all our resources rationally, so tens of thousands of
young men and women who can study, who can acquire great knowledge which
will be needed more and more by our country, went to those study centers,
to those training centers.

And what happened to those men and women was not what used to happen before
when the manual or intellectual labor force was constantly deprived of its
livelihood, as once happened whenever there was a political change,
whenever there was any kind of elections. Those were not changes but
political deals, because change is the description that can be given to the
difference between the past and the present. What used to take place then
were trades between crooked politicians.    Then thousands and
thousands of men and women were fired--left without jobs. They were
replaced by others who belonged to the clique of the winning party in this
political trade.

Now those men and women are studying and continue to receive the same wages
they received in their work centers. We have also been able to observe in
today's parade how much the forces of some services have grown--medicine,
for example, the ever-increasing number of doctors, nurses, and nurses
aides    who join the public health services of the nation. And
even more impressive is the growth of our educational force, the
extraordinarily large numbers by which our professional and teaching forces
grow. This is the force at the service of educational workers.

There are new sectors heretofore unknown. One of them is that of the women
workers and the children's nurseries.    In the past, naturally,
there existed no facility to take care of the children of women who wanted
to or could work.

Today brigades of women agricultural workers paraded here, thousands and
thousands of women of the capital who have gone to work in agricultural
production plans. Another entirely new sector, for example, is the immense
contingent from the national scholarship student centers. In the past,
naturally, only the children of wealthy families could go to a high school
or a preuniversity school if there were no schools in their town, and the
majority of Cuba's towns did not have them. Today that is an opportunity
any humble boy or girl has in this country, a country where everybody is
humble.   

If there is something outstanding in these May day parades, and
particularly on this May Day, it is to see that process of the
incorporation of women into work.    In the past the chances for a
woman to obtain work were truly limited. In that sense discrimination truly
existed. However, in addition to this it was logical that in a country
where hundreds and hundreds of thousands of men were without work, no--or
very few--opportunities existed for women. We already know what kind of
work the capitalist society reserves for women. We already know how fond
the bourgeoisie was of contracting women, driven by need, to work in
amusement centers, to work in bars as one more commercial attraction. We
already know the considerable number of women in our country who were
dragged into that tragic way of survival which is prostitution.

We already know that our bourgeoisie had developed and established many
brothels in our country. There were bawdyhouses in every city in Cuba.
There were houses of prostitution for the Yankee tourists. There were
whorehouses for the Yankee marines. There were houses of ill-repute in
Havana. There were sin houses in Guantanamo. We even know that in that area
the bourgeoisie was so condescending that not only did it provide the
Marines with whorehouses, but on many occasions it made its daughters
available to them. There are many stories in Guantanamo about all this and
about the parties at the naval base to which many of those people sent
their daughters. In short, this type of activity, this type of work was, so
to speak, one of the denigrating types of work which the capitalist society
and all capitalist societies reserved for women.

That evil could not be uprooted from our country overnight. Yet we can say
proudly and with satisfaction that just as the revolution has overcome and
eradicated many other vices, such as gambling; just as the revolution has
eradicated mendicancy; just as one would now never expect to see a homeless
child roaming the streets -- and there is not a capitalist society without
beggars, homeless children, brothels, gambling houses, houses of vice, and
corruption of all kinds!   --just as the revolution has done all
that, so it has also practically eradicated prostitution in our country.

Today there are countless dignified activities, there are increasingly
countless decent, attractive activities for Cuban women. Thousands upon
thousands of Cuban women have entered public health work. In these years of
the revolution many thousands of young women have been trained as nurses
and nurse aides, or as general medical aides. Thousands of women have
entered into work at centers for scholarship recipients. Tens of thousands
of women have entered into teaching. The number of women who enter
technological institutes and technical training centers is incomparably
greater, and we get an idea of this by the fact that the number of women
who have entered the school of medicine is almost as great as the number of
men who have done so. Thousands of women have entered child nursery work.
And thousands of women have not only entered into service areas of
production but are also participating in the direct production of material
goods.

For example, women are planting trees at tree farms or planting coffee
plants. Practically the entire poultry plan--which consists of 4 million,
at this moment, something over 4 million laying hens, and by the end of
this year, to maintain the necessary quantities for our year-round needs,
will reach a total of 5.8 million hens--this entire foodstuff production
item which is so important for our country is being managed by a female
work force. Hundreds of poultry centers are being run by women. Women have
entered farm production work, performing such suitable jobs as vegetable
production. Women have gone into the raising of steers and rabbits. In
short, countless activities are available to them, and an extraordinary
number of women have found decent jobs, remunerative jobs, satisfying jobs.

This used to be the agony of the majority of the citizens of the country;
how to find work, how to make a living? It is truly incredible how much men
suffer under capitalist society because of that essential problem, that
elementary problem of finding a job to earn a decent living! That is why,
on a day like today this phenomenon of which I am speaking can be witnessed
directly when we see the composition of our labor force. However, there is
something more. Not only are the women of our country going to work in
production in large numbers, but they are turning out to be extremely
efficient workers, and we have heard many words of praise for the women's
work, their sense of responsibility, their lack of absenteeism.   

That is why the revolution makes efforts to build more schools, makes
efforts to establish more school cafeterias to give women more and more
opportunities to work. However, when we speak of creating facilities so
that women can work in production, it is not only or simply that society
wants to help women; it is not only that. Society has the duty to help the
women, but at the same time society helps itself considerably by helping
women   , because this means more and more workers who work in the
production of goods and in the production of services for all the people.

It is known, for example, that one of the means created to help women in
work are children's nurseries. In the children's nursery the workers
themselves pay a certain amount in proportion to their means for the care
of their children. However, women who have already gone to work in
agricultural tasks are receiving the benefit of not having to pay for the
children's nursery.    The Revolutionary Government intends by the
end of this year--and that means in the coming year--to see that no working
woman will have to pay for the children's nursery.    We believe
that this will give increased incentive to the Cuban woman in her work. We
likewise believe that it is just. Society gains from the work of every
woman. Society gains to the free that it allows a woman to receive her
wages without having to use part of them to pay those expenses of the
children's nursery.

If, for example, all education is already free, if there are approximately
150,000 young people in the national schools, boarding or under
scholarships without paying a centavo; if, for example, all medical
services in national hospitals are free; if a large part of our people no
longer pay rent in our country because five years ago the urban reform law
was passed   ; if more than 100,000 peasants received their land
free; if any person who feels destitute, who needs help, can get it from
the state merely by requesting it, what reason can we have for charging for
the children's nurseries?

Naturally we have not yet reached communism, and even in the early days we
believe that these services should be paid for. However, experience has
taught us daily more about the ever-increasing power of the people's labor
force, the ever-increasing power in creating wealth for the people, the
working people. We have been able to witness, for example, how much the
entire nation earns as a whole by the incorporation of let us say, 1
million women in production--that those million women produce the
equivalent of 1,000 pesos each per year. A million women means 1 billion
pesos in created wealth. The part contributed for the costs of nurseries
can be seen by this fact.

Logically then, I repeat, all things absolutely cannot be free of charge,
because that can come only when we arrive at what we visualize as
communism. But thereupon, even though formulas are talked about, formulas
are talked about, socialist formulas and communist formulas--and one says
that, according to the formulas, in socialist society each one gives
according to his capacity and receives according to his work, and in
communism each one contributes according to his capacity and receives
according to his needs--I ask myself, I ask myself: What do we do at this
stage, while we are building socialism, in the case of a family in which a
woman, for example becomes a widow and she has seven children whose
capacity for work is little? If she receives according to her capacity, she
could in no way feed and clothe her seven children.

Could the socialist state then wash its hands of the fate of that woman's
seven children? Could it allow those children to grow up barefoot, rickety,
and undernourished simply because we are going to apply that formula and
give to that woman according to her capacity while forgetting about her
needs, waiting for communism to arrive to apply the formula for needs? No,
we cannot wait. That woman would lose and the children would lose. That
would be cruel. Moreover, society itself would also lose. Society should be
interested in seeing that it produces healthy citizens, that each human
being has the necessary things to live decently. A child would need much
more.

This, then demonstrates that no formula can always be applied literally.
And generally, in political and social matters, the formulas are always
bad. We believe that as far as all these problems of socialism and
communism are concerned one must meditate, reflect upon, study,
investigate, and analyze a great deal. Even though industrial technique and
science in general has developed to an incredible degree, social science is
still greatly underdeveloped.

We hear formulas, we read manuals, but nothing reveals as clearly as a
revolution that while we must learn and evaluate the experience of other
nations in all its importance, each nation should try not to imitate but to
contribute to such underdeveloped sciences as the political and social
sciences.    We are developing our own ideas. We understand that
Marxist-Leninist ideas require an incessant development. We understand that
a certain stagnation has resulted in that area. And we also see that at
times formulas are quite universally accepted which in our opinion can move
away from the essence of Marxism-Leninism. 
We believe that the construction and development of socialism, that the
march toward a superior society such as a communist society, should
necessarily have its laws and its methods, and that those methods should in
no way be the same as those of a capitalist society. We believe that the
methods and laws do not come together in blind laws or in automatic rules.

We believe that they should be based more and more on the ability of the
nations to plan, to improve the methods of production, to foresee--in two
words, to rule over and dominate those laws and not merely be playthings of
those laws.

Of course, this Plaza de la Revolucion is not a professorship of economy,
nor do I pretend to be a professor on this question. I must say much more
honestly    that I feel like an apprentice, like another student,
like a curious bystander in regard to these problems. On a certain
occasion, on the constitution of the Central Committee, we said that
  --that we did not believe that communism could be conceived of
entirely independent of the building of socialism, that communism and
socialism should be built, in a certain sense, in parallel, and that
…the process and say, "Up to this point we build
socialism," and then say, "Here we build communism" can be an error, a
great error.

Moreover, among other things, in the eagerness to attain socialist goals
one should not renounce or put off the dependent and training of the
communist man.    When I said this, which after all is not the
remark of a master, or of an apostle, or of a professor, or of an authority
in revolutionary theory, and much less of a kind of small ideological pope
  , some foreigners--not a few readers of manuals--were astonished;
not a few--few persons--and it is not because I have counted them but
because I estimate the amount by the number of those whose curiosity was
aroused by this statement.

Persons accustomed to having their thoughts and ideas as well arranged as
they may have their clothes in the closets of their houses were connected
by this statement. I do not doubt that some might have…, if
perhaps they were not making statements with so much sacrilege concerning
this order of things. After all, I believe that in this order of things
this is the worst sacrilege. When I talk of sacriliege--the catechism
taught me when I was a child, at least in words, that that is the worst
sacriliege--and it seems that Marx also studied the catechism, since on
many occasions he uses terms of this kind--these words, after all, are not
an imitation, but something which I have been able to see by reading Marx's
words--the worst sacrilege is the stagnation of thought, the thought that
is staggered, the thought that rots.   

We should not permit revolutionary thought to stagnate, much less to rot.
And when we made these statements were were simply… some
questions, questions about which we need to meditate and which all of us
should study. Some things in our peculiar Cuban experience teach us that
this attitude can be very helpful,… our own experience in effecting
agrarian reform in Cuba, which was different from all the practical and
traditional canons. This was when we made the peasant evicted by the
leaseholder an owner of land, but on the other hand we did not divide the
latifundia to create minifundia, and we preserved those lands in the same
status as the factory, as great centers of agricultural production. If we
had not done this, in a country like ours, which depends and will depend on
agriculture for the attainment of its fundamental programs and as a
fundamental source of sources for its development, we could not possibly
have achieved any solution.

The great plans we are carrying forward will increase our agricultural
production to an impressive degree--and not precisely with those little
machines which passed through here, because those little machines are too
small to express our potential, in quantity and quality, in agricultural
machinery--because here, comrade announcer   , whom we can in all
justice excuse, because he is not only a good announcer but also a good
worker and a good worker in …works, but we cannot demand
that he know anything about tractors    or that he know about
plows, plows which in reality are the worst plows we have, and in our
agriculture we are increasing the number of 17,000-pound plows which are
dragged by powerful tractors.

With the amount of agricultural machinery and the quality of agricultural
Machinery… today and whose management, whose ….we attain through considerable efforts in reorganization, thanks to the use
of technology and machinery, we can doubtlessly assure that our country
will attain extraordinary successes in agriculture. If anyone doubts this,
let him consider at this time in the technological institute alone there
are 20,000 youths studying agriculture. In 1970 we shall graduate our
20,000 students and… 40,000 more.   . This means that we
advance, but we need a much more powerful force--a technical force of
incredible magnitude--us in consolidating and strengthening the
positions we attain.

None of these things, which constitute a hope for the country, could have
been attained if we had used the scholastic formula of dividing into
fractions the big cattle and sugar latifundia and other large agricultural
areas. We would not have been able to even to accomplish what we have done
in the rural area, where, thanks to some development, unemployment has
totally disappeared. The millionaire canecutters present here can, better
than anyone else, bear witness to the fact that formerly    the
farm workers worked only three or four months, and that even in three or
four months they had less work than they now have any work day of the year.
Could we have resolved the problem of unemployment?

We must say that our revolution in its early days had various tendencies
toward mechanical imitation. We copied from some advanced country, and
later we changed the imitated system because it did not work. Consider the
consequences of those who imitate. To imitate is always bad. To copy in
life, to copy revolution is like copying in an examination.    No
one can graduate as a revolutionary by copying.    However,
fortunately we did not copy in the matter of agrarian reform. We have
always considered this a great piece of wiscon, as the avoidance of a great
error which might have been committed.

Throughout the world formulas are drafted--economic and political--and
logically some countries have more experience than others. I repeat: We
should not underestimate, much less scorn, experience, but we should guard
against mechanically copying formulas.   

It is said that if some countries are going to build communism--it is even
said that not a few communist parties, when a country said that it was
going to build communism, repeated after it that they too were going to
build communism. Nevertheless, we humbly believe that communism must still
be developed and completely in a world divided between countries with
…. work productivity and countries without any work productivity.
Can anyone, can any nation bring about the building of communism in a
single country without the productive forces and technology being first
developed in the other underdeveloped countries of the world?   

Because, repeating once more that I consider myself only an apprentice
revolutionary, I think that socialism can be built in a single country.
Communism, up to a certain point, can be built, but communism as a form of
absolute abundance cannot be built in a single country in the midst of an
underdeveloped world without the risk that involuntarily, without wishing
it, immensely rich peoples will in future years…,
trading immensely poor countries, peoples under communism and peoples in
loincloths.

We ask ourselves--we who want the best for our people, who who want no
child in the country to be without all the proteins, the vitamins, the
minerals, and the food he needs, and to insure that he received a complete
education--we ask ourselves: If, in the midst of a world full of poverty,
tomorrow we can think only about ourselves, only and exclusively about
ourselves, about living in the land of abundance with our scores of
thousands of agronomists, engineers, teachers, and our superdeveloped
technology, how can we live in that abundance,… a communism based on
abundance or on superabundance, when we see about us other nations which
did not have the opportunity or the luck of waging a revolution in the age
in which we are waging it and which within 10 years may be living in even
poorer conditions than those in which they live today?

And I think that we should aspire to find satisfactory levels in the feeing
of our people, in the education of our people, so that citizens can be
fully developed physically and mentally and enjoy the satisfaction of our
medical assistance, of housing. We do not need much to achieve this. I am
sure that with the natural resources of this nation, with the work, and
with the little technique, we will not be long in reaching these levels.
   But from there on, let us not think that our duty is to struggle
so that each of us may own an automobile. We should be concerned that each
of the families of those nations which have stayed behind us will at least
have a plow.   

Our duty today as a poor, underdeveloped nation is to develop the maximum
effort to rise above that poverty, above that need, above that
underdevelopment. But in the future we will not be able to think about
complete abundance while there are other nations which need our help. It is
necessary that beginning today we educate our people and our sons so that
tomorrow, when we have fulfilled those needs, tomorrow our ideal will not
be wealth   ; our ideal and our first duty will be to aid those
nations which have stayed behind us.   

Let us educate our people in that concept of international duty. Let us
educate our people in that sense of international duty so that in this
nation, within 10 years, there will not be a single person who will say
that we do not have more because we are helping someone else--so that we
can have a kind of man who will think that others are human being just as
he is and that he believes it is better to give than to receive.   

If in future years some of our people think in this manner, it will
undoubtedly be because we, the leaders of this people, were not able to
fully educate our people politically. It will be because our party was not
able to educate the people in that profound sense of internationalism
without which no one can be called a Marxist-Leninist. And even this May
Day--the International Labor Day -- would lack sense if the people did not
have that profound sense of internationalism.   .

For this reason we are deeply satisfied, we are deeply satisfied by that
profoundly internationalist content which our workers have given their
international date. We have had Vietnam and Santo Domingo in the center of
all this great and impressive parade and meeting today. They have been in
the center of everything.    That indicates that our party is
moving ahead well and that it is educating our people in the most profound
sentiment of internationalist duty and in the area that we are brothers of
the same blood and the same flesh of the other peoples of the world who are
exploited or attacked by the imperialists. This has become imbedded in the
hearts of each one of the sons of this country.

I present these thoughts because I find myself in need of explaining that
as yet we have not arrived--and we will have a delay in arriving, and we
will delay even more in arriving--at the highest forms of what we could
call a communist way of life, to the degree that the rest of the world lags
behind in this march, and that therefore all may not be pleasant. However,
we do believe that those things essential to the human being--health,
adequate food, physical and mental education, cultural development,
housing, all those things essential to man--we must seek to satisfy at the
earliest opportunity with the resources of all of society, with the goods
produced by society, in such a manner that we may be able to say that
within 10 years we will have sufficient school cafeterias where all
children may eat free of charge   ; and that the shoes, clothing,
and toys that the child will receive will not depend on the mother having
10 children and being able to work, but rather will depend on the
needs--including health and housing needs--that this child has as a human
being.

And like this child, every person unable to work because of age will have
his needs satisfied. Within 10 years this old person--he is old and cannot
work -- should not continue to want for anything because he is a member of
a family which depends on a worker whose working capacity is very limited.
It will not be the fault of the old man, who needs to eat and dress, that
his son on whom he depends has a very limited working capacity. Applying
the socialist formula to him, the old man would go hungry, we may be able
to say within 10 years that not only every worker who retires will receive
a pension, but also every man and woman in our country, by virtue of the
fact that he is a human being and because he is too old to work, will have
the right for society to give him a pension--whether or not he belonged to
a specific sector of industry--more importantly because he belongs to the
human race, more importantly because he belongs to our society   .

Within 10 years the worker will not endure any family burdens, because the
old man who lives in his home is not a burden. Nor will he be a burden to
the worker economically speaking. No will any old person feel that he is a
burden to anyone. Society, using all resources of its production, will be
able to give every child, every old person--altogether, any person unable
to work--what he needs from the resources of all of society. In other
words, … if we incorporate all active people in
work, if we are able to organize our human resources so that all active
people produce something, if we are able to… 1 million women
into labor, if we are able to raise the productivity of our work through
technology and to the degree that the youths and students also participate
in their training ….

This year we are giving away any textbooks free, while technical books will
be sold at cost to all those who want them, to all those who need them.
Why? Because of a principle which we can reduce to this phase: inexpensive
books and expensive beer. Furthermore, we have a good-quality beer. But
technology is much more important to us. It is more important that we
acquire technology for our jobs to increase our job productivity. This is
more important than to drink beer. Free books for students, the rest at
cost, and the price of beer high. This way the beer will subsidize the
books. This way, those who drink beer not only will enjoy their beer on a
summer afternoon, but also will enjoy the satisfaction that they are
contributing to the development of technology and the students.   

… that not only has the revolution freed the worker from
exploitation -- not only has it eradicated forever the system by which man
and his work are bought and sold like merchandise--but also the revolution
has made special efforts. It has pushed the educational development of an
entire … so that presently nearly 40 percent of our nation's
population studies.

Some 1.3 million children, approximately 250,000… institutes
and technological schools, preuniversities, and secondary schools, 28,000
university students, and 900,000 adults are in improvement courses, so that
2.5 million people are studying in this country. Farewell to the millions
of the enemy; because if ignorance and the lack of education are the
instruments which the exploiting capitalists used, farewell dreams. Because
an entire nation is dedicated to overcoming them, to studying, to
organizing itself, to arming itself, and to working, they will never
recover that past. Let them not even dream about it! This is not a mere
statement. It is logical and clear--we cannot say as clear as night, but as
clear as daylight and as obvious as night--that this will never be, never!

Enemies are busy weaving schemes. They are busy weaving schemes, but they
do this to console themselves. Well, after all, if they want to console
themselves, let it be. A certain McCloskey--or I do not know what the hell
his name is--one of those idiots,… who are constantly issuing
statements in behalf of the U.S. Government, was saying what a terrible
situation Cuba is in. What tension and how…. What a terrible thing.
Poor idiot. Poor devil. We sometimes ask ourselves: Does he really believe
this? Or does he make believe that he does? Or maybe he does believe it.
This is nothing odd. At the time of Giron they believed and believed and
believed, and later they bemoaned and bemoaned, and they are still
bemoaning.

What did they believe? What did those idiots believe? What did those idiots
believe? That all they had to do was to land a few dandies from the country
club, from the yacht club, from the … and other clubs, and
the sons of millionaire landowners--millionaires not by arrobas but by
pesos stolen from the people   : that a mercenary band of dandies
would land and the entire people, acclaiming them as liberators, would
carry them on their soldiers and give them all--the bars, the houses, the
income from the land; would reopen the gambling dens, the houses of
prostitution, and the centers of vice; would deliver to them the women and
children?

What did these imbeciles believe--without having any idea of what a
liberated people…, without having the least idea of the suffering
of the masses, the hunger, the uncertainty, the fear of everything, because
in that monstruous society, if a man died, if a poor worker died, what
became of his wife, what became of his parents, what became of his
children? The least that he could hope was that one day they would traffic
with his daughters, so that would become prostitutes. What did they
believe, those who do not have the slightest idea of what a free people
…
Imbeciles, charlatans. Did they believe that at the first signal of the
landing of the slavedrivers the slaves would run to put themselves at their
feet? So that they might again put on the chains? They still believe that
these people want those chains, that these people long for those chains!
No! They do not want chains. Those who want chains, those few who want
chains--but not chains for themselves, because they never worked, because
they were never slaves, but were slave drivers--these are the ones who want
chains, but not for themselves, but chains for the others. These should be
... by force so that they may leave this country.   

Convicts who wish chains for the others make their report to the
imperialists, saying that there were so many left. They count those who go,
but the big imbeciles do not count those who remain. In this case they even
exaggerate the number of those who go. They exaggerate, saying that a
million want to leave, and it is not we who put a limit on those who go; it
is they. They have estimated all the relatives or acquaintances they have
in the United States, and they have said a million, and there are many
people they put on the list of acquaintances who, when asked if they want
to go, say, I'm crazy to go there." Apparently this is the way they count
things.

They do not count, for example, the Puerto Rican who went to the United
States. They do not take into consideration the immigration from other
countries, while they try to make it attractive to get a greater number to
leave Cuba so they can make propaganda. But we are not losing; we are
gaining. It is not a million or a half million.. We count between 100,000
and 200,000 persons, many of them having relatives there. Many of them go
because , because they are incapable of
… all the warmth and all the greatness of a revolution.

In the United States, during its war for independence, many North Americans
who did not want independence went to Canada. We estimate between 100,000
and 200,000. But it was not we who set a limit; it was not we who forced
them to stay here for many months. It is they, and when we…, they cynically say that we… to
make propaganda.    And they opened them. Now we say to them: Why
don't they take all those who want to go and be done with it?   

For every one that goes we shall have the necessary funds to give another
scholarship to the child of an agricultural worker or a canecutter.
   Next year we shall create 20,000 scholarships for families of
workers and canecutters who still live in shacks and under very difficult
living conditions.

We will be organizing an ever more united people, a more homogeneous
people, a people more compact, enthusiastic, and revolutionary. We will,
more and more, have a people who will live up to the slogan of "Fatherland
or death," because, as when someone wants to clean rice, beans, or whatever
is to be cooked from time to time, above all, as housewives know, they get
water, put the food in the water, stir it up, and the dirt comes to the
top.

In the same manner the imperialists--and we should say this once and for
all -- committed a strategic error in their effort to take our technicians
away. In their effort to wage propaganda they facilitated the emigration
from this country of the class of people which they wanted to use for the
counterrevolution. They took the counterrevolutionary class. They took
almost all of them, and they might as well take the few remaining once and
for all. They should take them. We challenge that cretin who spoke on
behalf of the U.S. Government to take once and for all those who want to
leave. It is not we who set limits; it is they who set the limits. Their
mask was removed a while back. They cannot remove their mask because they
have virtually no mask to take off.

I said that they were creating this sort of illusion regarding the
revolution, regarding its force, regarding revolutionary cohesion. The
revolution has never been stronger; the people have never been more united
with the revolution; the revolution has never been more invincible and
firm. Never have the perspectives of the revolution--in regard to
advancement, organization, and work--been better than at this very time.

A factor which has been fully exploited in waging what type of campaign was
the problem of sugar production during this harvest. We explained
thoroughly what happened the previous year. We reached a level of 6 million
tons and …. At the beginning of the year we explained
that our country had suffered the worst drought since statistical data
began 60 years ago. We explained all the data. We explained how much rain
fell in Las Villas, how the drought was especially severe throughout Las
Villas, Camaguey, and Oriente, where the bulk of the cane plantations are
located, where the bulk of our cane production is located. We explained how
in Las Villas only 50 percent of the average rainfull occurred. We
explained that in Camaguey and Oriente a little over 50 percent of the
average rainfall occurred, and that this necessarily would not affect the
production of vegetables, potatoes, and other crops raised by irrigation,
but that it would substantially affect cane production. No lies were told.
No judgment was concealed. Everyone certainly knows that we have not been
remiss in making the necessary criticism or self-criticism.

On this occasion, unfortunately, a natural factor intervened to interrupt
the process we wre carrying out. It affected cane production substantially,
even over and above the initial estimate. Production in Las Villas
Province--a single province which suffered most from the drought--was
affected to the extent of 500,000 tons of sugar. In other words, in Las
Villas Province alone production decreased--it was the province that had
the greatest decrease--by almost half a million tons of sugar. An equally
substantial decrease was experienced in Camaguey Province despite the
enormous effort, despite the fact that according to data supplied by the
Sugar Industry Ministry the average sugar yield for this date was 12.08
compared with 11.8 last year at this date.

We reached 4 million tons on the 27th, but we will not reach 5 million
tons. It is painful, but we are not discouraged nor do we hide it. What do
our enemies do when last year we said we produced 6.05 million tons? They
said it was a lie, it was a lie.

They have exaggerated the figure even when we say that the production will
be so much and when we admit that the estimates have not been very exact
and the production figure is whatever it is. Now they say that last year's
figure was true. They have already begun to say that last year 6.05 tons
were produced. That which they said was not true they now accept as true to
take advantage of the present conditions.

It is necessary that our canecutters, our farm administrators, exert
themselves to insure that the last cane is cut except that whose yield does
not exceed 40,000 arrobas. This is because to cut 40,000-arroba cane would
be a mistake. This would affect the production of the coming year. All the
40,000-arroba cane is being cut so that we can come as close as we can to
the 5 million tons. Though our enemies sing about victory, that does not
make a difference. We know what is being done. We know the amount of cane
which has been planted. We know how well advanced the fields are, the
amount of fertilizer we have this year. We know the number of cultivators,
the amount of fertilizer we have.

We also know that if this year's weather conditions are maintained in the
coming year by a wide margin, it will be we who will laugh at our enemies.
Our athletes have adopted a slogan, one of those which you see around here
which says, "We will see you in Puerto Rico," and we say, "We will see you
in 1967. We will see you with the sugar production of 1967."   

In the coming year, if we struggle, we will struggle to achieve the highest
figure in our history. We fight, we exert ourselves for this, and it will
be, beyond any doubt, a great harvest. We will not take all the credit. We
still do not control the rains. We still have not mastered the technique of
artificial rain. We are working on it. We are not going to achieve that
victory in a coming big harvest. Part of that victory will be because of
the best year, the best rainfall year which we are experiencing. Part of
the victory will be because of this. The other part of the victory will be
because of the intensive effort being made in the planting, in the
fertilization, at the farms, in the fields, in such a way that in almost
all the provinces we have made the party comrades and agricultural cadres
commit themselves to end the first weeding on 26 July but to struggle for
the second weeding and in many places the third weeding by 26 July.
  

The sugar cane will be fertilized as never before in our country. It will
be cultivated as it has never been cultivated before. We will have greater
yields per caballeria than any attained before. When the capitalists
produced more than 7 million, they cut almost 120,000 arrobas. They cut all
the reserve cane. We will reach similar figures with fewer caballerias of
cane. As far as the sugar industry, which is and will be for some time the
fundamental base of our agriculture, the most serious problem, the hardest
problem to reach--the 10 million--has been solved, technically. It has been
solved with the collection center.   

Here are the millionaire canecutters. Some of these brigades have been
cutting for the collection centers, and they have cut twice the amount for
the collection centers than they previously cut with the traditional
method. Of course, it will be 1970 when we have collection centers in the
largest part of the nation's sugarmills.

Here we have data from a brigade present here which has taken as a basis
for estimating the cutting yield in one system over another system. In the
international brigade of the sugar workers trade union battalion--I believe
this brigade must be here; raise your hands, comrades--from 16 to 28
February, these comrades cut clean cane for lifters. Working from 16 to 27
February, 378 hours, or rather 378 man-days, they cut 155,350 arrobas.
Cutting for a collection center, from 1 to 15 March, in 442 man-days, they
cut 372,089 arrobas. Average cane cut without a collection center was 411
arrobas a day per man. Cutting for a collection center, these same men cut
an average of 842 arrobas per day   . In other words, they cut
twice as much cane.

This bears out what we have verified with many workers--the opinion that
while cutting for a production center a worker yields twice as much with 25
percent less effort. With the collection center, the workers will produce
more with less effort. Consequently, they will receive a larger income, and
150,000 macheteros will suffice, at the rate of 400 arrobas per day--no,
800, assuming an absentee rate of 20,000 per day. In other words, with
130,000 macheteros at the rate of 400 arrobas per day per machetero, this
means that with virtually half of the macheteros a harvest of 10 million
tons of sugar cane be obtained.   

Hence, the task of building collection centers, 50 of which will be built
next year in Camaguey Province, not only entails an enormous savings in
manpower and not only raises work productivity, but also promotes savings
in railroad transportation and promotes substantial savings in vehicle
transport for the movement of cane to the collection center. It will,
perhaps, also increase production in the sugarmills. Furthermore, it will
facilitate mechanization in fields that can be worked with machinery, with
a much simpler machine which can even be manufactured in our own country.

In other words, for us the most difficult problem of harvesting a
10-million-ton harvest is already a solved problem. This, naturally, will
insolve a substantial increase in the millionaire brigades, because it will
be much easier to become a millionaire brigade with a yield which is twice
as large as the usual yield.

Furthermore, in agriculture this year, because of the better rate of
rainfall and because larger areas have been planted, there is a
considerable increase in tobacco production, a considerable increase in
coffee production, a considerable increase in milk production. We have
already had a considerable increase in vegetable production. Some 50
caballerias of tomatoes are being planted in the Oriente mountains, so that
early this summer we will have salad tomatoes which are being grown in the
Oriente mountains   . For that reason I was telling you that under
present circumstances we will be able to face the future with optimism--not
a false optimism, not an illusory optimism, but an optimism based on
concrete facts, on clear realities. This is our situation.

This is our situation in the subjective order of things; that is, regard to
the conscious force of the revolution and the organization, greater
knowledge, greater experience, greater resources. Our situation is quite
good.

As to outside matters, the dangers threatening us from abroad are the same
that have always threatened us, with the difference that we are
increasingly stronger, that we are and shall be increasingly better armed
and better trained--better prepared in all ways to resist any imperialist
aggression.

And in this matter of imperialist aggression we count primarily on our own
forces. We must not go on expecting from anyone    but from
ourselves.

We do not think that it is good for a people to entrust their defense
security to others, but rather to themselves, especially when we see what
is happening in Vietnam.    To tell the truth, it neither frightens
nor discourages us. It teaches us and prepares us.    It
strengthens our spirit, and we know…. We are a hard bone,
a very hard bone to gnaw.   

But we can not do less than feel indignation at seeing the aggressive,
barbarous, and criminal acts of the imperialists against the Vietnamese
people--the criminal, repugnant, and cowardly aggression, the piratical
aggression which places Mr. Johnson among the greatest criminals humanity
has known   , among the greatest pirates   , because there
is a little difference between Yankee barbarity in Vietnam and what the
Nazis did in Austria when they annexed Austria, or when they tore
Czechslovakia to pieces, or when they invaded Poland. We know well those
brutes and that barbarous aggressive policy.

Farther yet, thousands of kilometers away, the imperialists bomb in the
very heart of Asia. With hundreds of planes they massacre women and
children. They carry out chemical warfare, no less against a socialist
country, and they do so with sufficient impunity. Regardless of the causes
and the reasons, the imperialists boast of tremendous aggressiveness, of a
criminal aggressiveness. We know the imperialists well, how cowardly they
are, how opportunist they are, how they take advantage of others.
Therefore, … and they commit all kinds of abuses.

And they will continue to do so. We said this at the time of the October
crisis; they will continue to do so as long as they do so with impunity,
until they are halted. And we really believe that peace depends much more
on making the imperialists see what they can do and what they cannot do.
   And if in the long run they are permitted to do what they want,
to carry out their piratical acts of vandalism, this does not contribute to
peace. This is an enormous error. It contributes to increasing the dangers
of war.

The crime of Vietnam hangs on Johnson's conscience, and the crime of Santo
Domingo--but not on Johnson; Johnson is nothing more than the
representative of the financial oligarchy, of Yankee imperialism. These
crimes, these vandalic actions weigh on its filthy conscience. Do they,
perhaps, intend with this to intimidate the people? Do they perhaps intend
to scare the people this way?

Here is a good example--the example of Cuba--that vandalism no longer
scares the people but prepares them for the struggle.   
Imperialist vandalism makes our people more firm and determined.
Imperialist vandalism shows us its criminal and savage entrails. It reaps
the hatred and indignation of the people and prepares them for the
struggle. That is what they will achieve with their vandalism.

In Vietnam, Santo Domingo, and throughout that world which is attacked,
inflamed, and harrassed by the imperialist generals, the thoughts of our
people, our revolution today, the International Labor Day, to to the
fighting people--our message of solidarity to Vietnam, to Santo Domingo,
the revolutionary fighters of Asia, Africa, and Latin America.   

Today our people fulfill the dictates of their conscience and their
internationalist duty in an examplary manner and place in their hearts and
thoughts the heroic fighting people who will defeat the imperialists,
because all the people united, carrying out that order, that mandate of
Karl Marx--to unite against the imperialists in the struggle against
imperialism, to help each other, to support each other--will be more
powerful than the imperialists.

Today we shout with more feeling than ever before: Long live the heroic
people of Vietnam! Long live the heroic
people of Santo Domingo! Long live
Marxism-Leninism! Fatherland or death, we
will win!



Comrades of the Central Committee, comrades of the trade union
leadership, comrade delegates of the union locals present here: You will
recall that last year because of the sugar harvest we had to suspend almost
all commemorations. We did not want to interrupt the effort which was being
made. This was because, as you know, these gatherings took time and energy.
This year we are again busy in arduous tasks, determined to increase
production, yet we did not want this May day to pass without an
official-type celebration. This year we did not want to hold a mass rally
because we still have many tasks to fulfill. This is why it was decided to
have a national representation of the principal work centers of the nation
and also of all those trade union locals which, because of their special
efforts in productive work should be invited to the event--taking into
account, naturally, the capacity of this theater.

Thus there are gathered here somewhat more than 3,500 representatives of
the trade union locals. We might say that our labor movement is perfectly
represented tonight.

Scarcely a year ago, it is still not a year, a proposal was made concerning
the revolution's need to promote the labor movement and give it the maximum
vigor by structuring it from the very rank and file base with maximum
energy and through a mass effort, in order to achieve the constitution and
the development of –so that the revolution
would have an instrument equal to the tasks confronting it.

Since then elections have been held in all work places. According to the
data I have, 33,815 trade union locals were established. Thus we have a
rank and file base for the labor movement--the trade union locals.

Moreover, the idea of the way we should organize the labor movement was
developed during the year. Using this idea national trade unions are being
established through national plenary meetings. We have already established
the national basic industry trade union, ones in the mining industry, light
industry, the food industry, and yesterday, coinciding with the first
national congress on education and culture, the national educational,
cultural, and scientific workers union was established which includes a
considerable number of Cuban workers--some 175,000 of them--which also
perform an activity of enormous importance to our populace.

As you can see we have not proceeded hastily. We have moved gradually but
with sure steps from the trade union local to the national trade unions. We
should propose the continuation of the march forward and the establishment
of the rest of the national trade unions. So far, the rate of organization
of these traded unions has been marked by another activity of great
productive and economic importance--the national plenary sessions, which
also began at the rank and file base in which the workers and
administrative and political leaders have been discussing the problems
connected with production in each work center followed by these national
plenary meetings.

Each one of these plenary meeting in connection with production problems
are preceded by an enormous organizational, analytical, and discussion
effort. They are serious and intensive efforts.

The plenary meetings last 2 days and sometimes even 3 days, preceded by
countless meetings of the rank and file and in the provinces.

In this period of great activity and of the sugar harvest, the old rate of
organization has not been maintained. But the rate will be stepped up
again. We must again face the task and continue to hold the national
plenary meetings which have been programmed for the coming months.

Sometimes the organization of the national trade union cannot always
coincide with the plenary meeting and this is why it is possible that we
might have to step it up in some cases. At any rate, we propose to continue
to work in this direction during the last 6 months of this year and the
first 6 months of next year. We do not have to hurry; let us try to do the
job well and, I repeat, on solid ground.

But the possibility is in view that by next May day we will have organized
all the national trade unions and that during the last 6 months of next
year we will be able to celebrate the national workers congress on a firm
foundation. 

It should be an event of great importance and it should provide a
necessary, important program for the tasks to be faced by our country in
the coming years. It is an event that will have to be well organized, very
well. We will have to work hard to do so. And in the end we should be able
to obtain the same results as we achieved in this last event on education
that has just concluded, and which was the result of a careful, precise,
and untiring effort on the part of the comrades in education--the teachers,
the professors, members of the union, and the Ministry of Education
workers--who gave it their greatest effort with the cooperation of mass
organizations and other institutions in order to attain an event of
historical significance.

In this same manner, we believe that when the time comes to hold the
workers' congress the problems will have to be analyzed in great
depth--problems of interest to our people and our workers. This does not
mean that we will have to wait for the congress to take place before we
tackle the practical tasks, the immediate tasks. This has been done for the
past few months and will have to be continued in the future to a much
greater degree.

Nevertheless, we can already observe the results of this consolidation of
the workers' movement. The results can be seen in production, in the
economy. We feel that this is not the proper moment to review what has been
accomplished. We should wait for 26 July when we will analyze the
advancements attained in the field of production, in the same manner that
late year we analyzed the difficulties encountered; and in this manner we
will be able to analyze the advancements and improvements that we have
attained in the fields of economy and production.

We must state that the steps taken in some fronts have paid off with great
improvements in production and productivity. We have worked towards that
end from many angles, such as organizational and technological efforts. The
productive rallies have had a lot to do with it, that is, production
rallies, and particularly the increasing strength of the workers' movement,
the workers' awareness, and the fact that they have assumed the
responsibility for these tasks.

Without asserting that the difficulties have been resolved, or something to
that effect, that everything has been done, that we can now look the other
way and let things go, that we can drop the guard, we can state that the
efforts exerted during the past few months are already showing concrete
results which seems to indicate wonderful prospects in future years. We
feel certain that we must continue to face up to the many remaining
difficulties in the same manner, but we must be certain that there will not
be any problems that cannot be surmounted.

Next year we will be able to leave the enclosed area which we have
continued to use this year due to work concerning the economy, and we will
be able to commemorate May day with a great parade. 

This year some events were held to commemorate May day in almost every
province. According to what we have heard... As you have seen, we did not
forget about the Isle of Pines. We mentioned all the provinces and also
Isle of Pines. The Isle of Pines has a status which is neither a province
nor just a region; it is something between a region and a province. We only
know that it is an island, and that it is advancing. We expect that someday
it will become a bulwark of the country's economy. They did not have cane.
They have citrus fruits, but they only have one
third of what they should have. 

They should have at least 3,000 caballerias. you only have around 1,000. Well, it does not make any difference
if you advance firmly and well. The Isle of Pines is the Cuban region that
has the most dammed water. Someday we will find a way to join the island with a road.

We do not have enough aircraft and vessels to keep pace with the increasing
and continuous advancements of the island. It will be much greater, the day
that they attain the 3,000 caballerias of citrus fruits in production and
other production. Logically, we will have to manage it with vessels for
some years to come. The time will come to build a road, but first, we will
have to accomplish many other tasks. Some day we will be able to join Isle
of Pines with the island of Cuba, as they call it.  This is due to the enthusiasm of the residents of the Isle of
Pines. Well, at any rate is shows that the little island is working.

Well, I was saying that on the basis of the reports arriving from all the
provinces, the May day events were very vigorous and enthusiastic
throughout the island. Next year, when all the trade union locals have been
established--no, I do not mean the locals, I mean when all the national
trade unions have been established and when the labor movement has maximum
vigor and organization we can hold a large parade, I repeat, on the
occasion of May day, and we shall move out of the indoor meetings. Of
course, indoor meetings are valuable in order to reason together and this
is what I want, to reason a little with the union leaders about various
matters.

In the first place I want to point out that I consider it to be a great
political battle and a great political victory to have had the antivagrancy
law discussed by more than 3 million persons in 115,000
meetings. More than any other argument, this speaks of the massive and
democratic nature of this initiative.

This says more than anything else of the massive and democratic nature of
the revolution. The classic, institutional, established procedures were not
followed by virtue of which the members of the government meet and pass a
law.

The nature of this law, its character, and its importance would have
infinitely more force and strength if it had been implemented just as it
was, through the labor movement, through the mass organizations, and was
first discussed and approved by the people. 

On other occasions I have said that in our judgment this is the most
revolutionary and democratic procedure to approve laws. This procedure has
been used in other initiatives and I think that it should be the procedure
that should be used progressively to approve the fundamental laws.
Naturally, there are countless regulations and measures that must be taken
and have to be approved in a rapid procedure; but if all these fundamental
questions are discussed with the masses we will achieve what has been
achieved with this law against vagrancy.

What gave the law its maximum force? In the first place, it was the fact
that all the populace acquired an awareness of the problem. The discussions
were extraordinarily educational and the masses demonstrated that they had
acquired an awareness and had taken a position with regard to the problem
of vagrancy. But the masses were not concerned with vagrancy historically.
In the class-divided, capitalist societies vagrancy is practically a way of
life in the first place because thousands, tens of thousands, and depending
on the size of the nation, hundreds of thousands and millions of persons do
not work and live off the work of others.

But there are also persons who do not even participate in the management
activities of industry and live off coupons, collecting interest from the
shares they own, without any connection with production, without any
connection with work. It is inconceivable for such societies to be
concerned with vagrancy.

Capitalist societies have also established a sort of compulsory idleness
which is not the same as vagrancy. It is compulsory unemployment. They
maintain a labor pool of jobless persons to permit industry to draw from it
whenever there is need for them. This is why you see in the statistics of
the capitalist societies and of the most developed capitalist societies
such as in the United States, that there are millions of unemployed
workers. Unemployment that is upwards of five, six, or seven percent of the
able-bodied working population, not counting housewives and other persons.
Only counted are those who are willing to work and cannot find any work.

And so each time the capitalists need manpower, they go to the labor market
and buy manpower. It is perfectly well known that in such a society, all
the worker has is manpower and he sell it on the market. The capitalist
societies maintain this perennial manpower pool with the army of
unemployed.

In the past, when the sugar harvest began, nobody had to make the effort
required at the present time. There was always a pool of half a million men
without jobs, half a million men who did not work for a good part of the
year. The sugar harvest was their chance to make a living. What kind of
work? Those who looked after the oxen had to get up at two in the morning,
yoke the teams, begin to haul the cane, and then go to bed at eight or nine
that night. The ones who cut the cane had to load it too. The nation's
economy was maintained on the efforts of a few hundred thousand men who at
times had to work 15, 16, and 17 hours a day.

They would show up alone in the canefields, traveling from one province to
another; there we no billets for them, no transportation services, no
messhalls, and so the capitalists organized their sugar harvests with
minimum effort.

You know how the sugar harvests today must be organized, all the factors
that must be assured in a sugar harvest.

Capitalism had instituted compulsory idleness among the workers. It would
have been inconceivable for a capitalist society to establish a law in
which the principle of common work is established as a basic duty. This law
is only proper to a socialist society because work is not for the profit of
capitalists. Work is for the purpose of producing the material goods and
services which all the populace needs.

Under socialism there are not nor can there be unemployed because wealth
comes from work and only from work. Work is required even to obtain goods
that are most accessible in nature. Work is the source of material goods
and services needed by the people. Under the socialist system work is not
performed for profit but for the need.

The needs are limitless. The logical and normal thing is to use all
resources on hand in order to attain the limitless needs, more so, when the
nature of work changes.

Under the capitalist system work is compulsory, but another type…, not the type prescribed by the law. This law, which was
approved by more than 3 million persons and enthusiastically and
energetically approved by all workers, is not for the workers, but for the
non-workers. It is not a law to govern those carrying out their
duties, but for those who try to elude their duty. That is why it was so
enthusiastically approved. It is a law of the producers and against the
non-producers. It is a law of those who create wealth with sweat and effort
against those who wish to enjoy the wealth created with the sweat and
effort of the rest and without contributions. That is why we stated that it
was an illegal social practice, a new type of illegal social practice which
belongs to a different social structure, which belongs to a different
social system, and which does not establish nor should it establish leisure
as a system through which the owners enjoy wealth without working, nor does
it establish compulsory leisure through a system that maintains manpower in
any army of unemployed.

This is the law. The fact that our working masses have energetically
supported that law and the fact that they have held such radical positions
demonstrate an outstanding awareness. It is the awareness of a people who
know that any idle arm, that any inactive arm for reasons unrelated to
health and age, is an arm that has been taken from society. This is wealth
taken from society. They are also persons who will live from society's
work. We believe that the approval of that law reflected the high degree of
revolutionary and political awareness of our people, which is a leap
forward in quality of that type of awareness.

It is an important step forward although, logically, it is not the only
one. Even though logically we have many important steps forward to take, we
have to consider the approval of the law a great revolutionary victory of
our people. It was not only the approval through a new method, a method of
broad mass discussion, a method of consultation with the people, a method
more democratic than had ever been known before in history. You knew about
the bourgeois parliament which approved the laws of the capitalist
societies, what kind of parliament it was and the way the laws were
approved.

This is a law approved by all the people. This is a new and revolutionary
institution, but it also had several additional advantages--The people got
an education and the battle was won in the process of preparing the law.
The measure emerged with such moral force, with such authority, that prior
to its becoming effective on 1 April a total of 101,019 persons had
registered. Of course, we must not assume that the 101,000
persons can be considered lazy persons. Some of them were just about
entering the working age bracket, youths who had dropped from school, some
former convicts, youths fresh out of the military service.

But about one half of these registered were persons who had abstained from
productive tasks. We must state that the law had a moral effect, the effect
that Comrade Risquet mentioned in one of the first plenary sessions when he
so rightly said that the success of the law depended on the number of times
that it had to be used, and that the problem should be resolved in the
least processing of the law, and so on. Just a very few persons have
violated the law.

If a country advances in this manner, if a human community advances in this
manner, if such methods are adopted, truly mass methods, truly democratic,
there is no doubt that we can go very far. The society of classes, divided
into exploiters and the exploited with subdivisions of many different types
of exploiters and exploited, beginning with those who die of hunger to
those who enjoy the increased values which the capitalists take from the
workers, is divided many times.

It is impossible for those communities to advance. It is impossible for
them to face up the arduous and difficult problems that are encountered by
any people in today's world. The capitalists developed countries have
problems due to their many and unlimited contradictions in spite of their
economic development, and the underdeveloped countries have problems in
many instances due to their many contradictions, plus their ever-existing
poverty. All communities today have very grave problems, very difficult
problems. Humanity grows and is growing at a rate never before known. In
past centuries it grew much more slowly. Life expectancy was much lower.
The modern medicines that have controlled the great epidemics did not
exist. Thus the population grows and it is estimated that within 25 or 30
years, the world's population will reach some 6 billion persons. This
figure is practically triple that of the first half of the century.

It is not the same thing to talk about 2 billion as compared to 4 billion.
It is not the same thing to talk about 2 billion--which would be
approximately the population some 25 or 30 years ago--as 6 billion persons
within 40 years.

The material and social needs that this involves creates such awesome and
acute problems such as the housing problem all over the world, the problems
of sufficient water supply for the population, the educational services for
this population, and in short the material needs for clothing, shoes, and
food for this population.

In the case of our own country--how it has grown in the past 12 years!
Today there are something over 8.5 million persons. We have grown more than
2 million in population and this in spite of the exodus of the maggot heap.
We have grown by more than 2 million since the triumph of the revolution.
This implies medical services, schools, housing needs, clothing needs,
shoes, food, of all kinds for 2 million more persons.

And it is the underdeveloped nations that are in fact multiplying at the
greatest rate and it is these nations that have the greatest poverty, and
the largest young population. We have more than 3 million persons who are
16 or less years of age. Some 40 percent of the population are in this
bracket. To this number you must add the cases of overage persons and not
capable or working for whatever reason.

In our country, many persons who reached retirement age did not retire
because they had no pension rights or their pension was like the ones the
canecutters and farm workers used to have--six or seven pesos. This forced
the workers to keep working when they reached retirement age because they
and their family could not live with six or seven pesos. These
circumstances must be taken into account.

The capitalist society also exploited children and made them work 10 or 12
hours and this is not the combination of work and study for the education
of children. This is not the marvelous schools such as the secondary
schools that are being built at an every-increasing rate, where the pupils
put in 3 hours of productive labor and then get a complete
education--general education as well as sports, cultural activities,
laboratories, the best food that we can give them, clothing, shoes, the
best health conditions, the best living conditions. No, the capitalist
society historically exploited children and women. It did not care about
providing day care centers.

Remember that opprobious past--that situation the women of our country had
to endure? A woman had to get some relative to care for the children so
that she could go to work. Remember that horrible thing which fortunately
is becoming every-increasingly a thing of the past--the matter of
prostitution?

There were, according to statistics, more than 50,000 women directly
involved in prostitution. To this add the subtle forms of the phenomenon in
which businessmen paid women to work in bars, business establishments, in
stores, in all those activities in which they were interested in attracting
customers. They were selling sex. This was the most prevalent.

Also prevalent was that idiosyncrasy which in a certain sense tended to
prostitute every women born in Cuba. It was the preparation for matrimony,
not the preparation for life, not the preparation for production, but the
preparation to get the daugthers married well. The families in that society
were imbued with these thoughts. It was a society that forced families into
"good marriages" and a "good marriage" meant marrying a rich husband.

In other words, the capitalist society prostituted women without
distinction as to age. It exploited the old, it exploited children, and
prostituted the women. And this society with such terrible living
conditions did not admit any of this.

Today no man can be kept working 17 hours a day and no economic plan can be
made on such a basis.

We said that the law established certain measures. What was the law under
capitalism in order to force persons to work? Unemployment, the labor pool,
hunger, a gun pointed at every worker, at every peasant. The peasant who
did not work--he could not have a doctor, nor an education, nor medicines,
nor income. He could not pay the rent. This is why men waited eagerly for
the beginning of the sugar harvest even if they had to work for 15 hours,
because a pistol was pointed at them, at their women, at their children.

The pistol was not a steel weapon with flintlock and powder but it was just
as effective because the worker knew that if his child got sick, the child
would die if he did not have the medicine or the money to buy some. The
child died without getting sick because it did not have anything to eat,
anything to wear, no shoes, and so the worker, his wife, the children, his
sisters, the father, the mother, the whole family had a gun pointed at its
breast.

They were forced to work under the worst conditions. They always had a
competitor for the job too--the one who was ready to take the job that he
quit or did not want to do.

A drastic change has occurred in this society--the disappearance of private
property under these working conditions in a nation whose productive forces
were considerably backward created the main contradiction for us--unless we
made a revolution we could not move ahead. No underdeveloped nation can
become developed today without a revolution. When we made a revolution
other types of problems and contradictions are created. The … conditions, in which work is performed and in which the
production of material goods and services is attained, disappears.

However, the backwardness of the productive forces persists, that is, the
backwardness in work productivity. Society changes and conditions change,
but the technological backwardness persists. In the past this was
substituted with the work of old people and children, with the exploitation
of the workers, with twice the number of working hours which a worker is
logically supposed to be able to endure--15, 16, 17. There is an additional
problem. There is an international workday schedule--8 hours of work. But
these are the same 8 hours in a developed country which has productive
forces unusually developed as the 8 hours in a country whose productive
forces have no development at all.

Thus, an international schedule exists which measures the working time--8
hours. The same 8 hours exist in the country with 5, 6, 7, or 10 times less
development of its productive force. In other words, the same amount of
time is worked in both countries. The underdeveloped country has to produce
its wealth in the same number of hours that the countries which have 5, 6,
or 10 times more development of the productive forces. These are the
conditions, the contradictions which have to be faced by a country in
revolution.

That is why with us the problems concerning working duties are
unquestionable. The problems concerning the use of the workday are
unquestionable. The problems concerning the increasing of productivity are
unquestionable. I repeat that capitalism forced the worker to cut cane and
haul it with oxen-driven carts. Most of the cane used to be hauled with
oxen-driven carts in the past. The oxen used to move in terrain without
roads. There was no need for roads as there is now that we have tractors
and trucks.

Capitalism used to hold the worker to a strict 15 and 16 hour working
schedule, to a rapid working pace. Capitalism used to force old people to
work until the day they died, because retirement was practically
nonexistent, just a few in some sectors and very poor for the great
majority, and none in many cases. Old people were forced to work until they
died. It forced children to work any number of hours that were required.
Besides, it had no obligations as to educational services for all the
people. It was of no concern to them. If capitalism gave basic secondary
education to all youths, it would not have all that labor reserve that
could cut cane.

If capitalism exploited the old people, children, women, and forced the
workers--who were responsible for the country's economy and had the main
responsibility in the harvest--to work 15 or 16 hours, how can the
revolution which has to give education, basic training, educational
supplies, and furniture for all the children in the country, for all the
youths going into higher education, if the revolution has to give
retirement and there is retirement for all workers in the country, if the
revolution has to give medical attention for all the people in all parts of
the island, to all sick people including children and old people, if it has
to prevent epidemics, if the revolution has also the develop its productive
force, if the revolution has to develop its economy, if the revolution has
to solve backlogged problems such as sewerage, housing, besides the
accumulated problems in the economy, how can it be imagined that we can do
all that within an international work schedule of 8 hours, which is
logical, normal, and natural?

How can we afford the luxury of allowing persons to evade work?

How can we tolerate such luxury of not taking advantage of the work day?
How can we allow the luxury of not taking into account work productivity?
What would be the solutions for our problems? What kind of solutions? If
the revolution has to ... in the future, if it has to teach
all children, if it has to give technical training to all youths, if it has
to develop itself in order to fulfill old needs and increasing needs of a
population which is growing, how can we overlook these factors?

That is why we said that the law as it was approved by all workers, has a
significant value not only for its immediate impact of having made possible
the recruitment of some 100,000 workers who have made it possible for many
work centers to round up their needed manpower--because even though they
had the raw material, they did not have the manpower--but also because it
allows for disciplinary action against those who irritate our workers: the
persistently absent worker, the worker absent without justification,
those persons who were absent from work when there were
difficult tasks. How many thousand of workers has this amounted to? On the
other hand, the work center was disorganized, tending to reduce production,
productivity, and the taking of full advantage of the work day.

How many tens of thousands of men is the total when compared to the goods
that are not produced? Thus, this creates …of discipline,
more justification for solving material problems in the right manner and in
difficult conditions. A society that does not exploit and cannot exploit
children, does not exploit and cannot exploit old people; a society that
does not force the worker with a gun against the chest to work 15 and 16
hours so that his wife and children do not perish, or perhaps himself; a
society that has to solve all the needs that the capitalists with their
thievery and withdrawal of resources did not meet, a society that has to
work for all, that has to take care of all children, all sick people, and
all old people. That is why it has to
create humane working conditions, cafeterias at the factories--nonexistent
at any factory in the past.

So they did not have to have people working in the kitchens, they did not
have to have people to transport the workers--workers who had to be
transported from their lodgings to the canefields and the factories.

Thus, in a society that must humanize the working conditions in all fields
and which must resolve the problems in these new conditions, it is
logical--I repeat this again--that solving the problems related to the
incorporation of men into work, working so as to take advantage of the work
day, and the raising of productivity, is the only effective way.

Otherwise, there would be no way out. Could there be a way out? No, there
could not be a way out. There lies the enormous political, economic, and
historical importance of this law as a just, a logical, and correct measure
of our society.

But in addition, it is a new, revolutionary method of implementing the
measure by means of the masses. This is why we believe that the workers in
that sense took a historic step.

Conditions have been created for continued advancement. Now then, where
should we wage the battle? And it is the longest and most difficult battle.
However, it can only be waged and won with the workers, with the workers.

It is the battle of productivity, the battle of taking advantage of the
work day, the battle for the correct use of human resources.

It is not enough to put everyone to work. We would do nothing if we put
them to work and failed to take advantage of their energy. We would do
nothing if we did this and did not benefit from the work. And we would do
nothing if we did this and lowered productivity.

Moreover, we would do nothing even if we put them to work and remained at
the same individual level of productivity we had in the past. Because of
this, we undertook a step of the utmost importance, of utmost importance:
the problem of regulating the labor centers.

What is the result of the work of regulating? We talked of that on one
occasion already. We have regulated--to give exact figures--584 centers.
What has been the result, first, at the end of 1970, in this vicious circle
of nonproductivity which is a irrational use of human resources,
irresponsible habits, bad habits, irresponsibility and a lack of awareness?
In a word we can sum up this problem of nonproductivity with a lack of
awareness by the party, by the administrators, and by the workers, to the
problem of productivity.

We requested from the Labor Ministry some 300,000 workers, aside from the
fact that there were many centers without work, with an insufficient labor
force. We requested 300,000 workers for industries and services.

And what was demonstrated in these 584 centers? It was shown that the
actual need was approximately 16 percent of the demand. In other words,
where the demand was for 100, the actual need was 16.

In these 584 centers that were regulated it was shown that the actual need
was 16 percent of the number initially requested.

What a great discovery: an important, a decisive discovery.

A second thing: Many centers had a roster higher than they actually needed,
and some centers even have a physical labor-force surplus--a physical
surplus.

Another thing: Regulation is translated into increases of up to 30, 70, and
even 100 percent of productivity. In other words, not only the excessive
requests are pointed up, not only is there a saving of what had been
requested, not only is there a saving of what centers had on had, but with
this regulating, which to my mind is not very demanding--which perhaps is a
conservation, careful regulating--we obtain increased productivity of 30,
70, and 100 and even 300 percent.

Thus the ones who remain after the regulating is effected will produce much
mire than was being produced. Can we afford that luxury? Can we be
neglectful in this regard?

The ministry proposes to continue its work and, by the end of this year to
reach the target of regulating 1,500 labor centers. 

We must implement this plan and this policy in all the country's production
and service; this is essential. But in addition we must achieve an
awareness of this problem--the same awareness obtained regarding the
importance of establishing the social duty of labor.

We must emphasize the matter of productivity. From now on we must place the
matter of labor productivity first among the goals of the labor movement.
We must place this first among the goals of the workers' political and
economic education--first because of the problem of our workers' awareness,
for the plain and clear-cut reasons we were setting forth previously.

And if you wish, I will repeat them: our society cannot exploit the aged,
our society cannot exploit the children; our society cannot trust a
revolver at the chests of men, threatening them with death, hunger, or
illness to make them work 15 or 16 hours.

Our society must solve things with an average 8-hour workday, and we say
average because at some citrus fruit centers, where workers can work
longer, and like in construction, we have been pressing for two types of
shifts. One is 10-hour, during the dry months, and another is 8 hours, but
men get a full day's pay when work is interrupted by rain. Thus it would be
an average 8-hour day, though in certain types of activities there must be
longer hours, as it would be a crime to lose the dry days, for later the
spring comes and there is a lot of work to be done in all fields--though
some days no work can be done on the dams, roads, and projects.

However, we say an average 8-hour day. If the revolution must meet the
needs of all the children--educational, health, clothing, school,
teaching--and all the youths; if the society must meet the needs of all the
aged and all who are past the working age; if society must meet the
material, social, and economic needs of all the inhabitants--their food and
medical needs; how can we afford the luxury of having persons who do not
work, or take advantage of 60, 65, or 75 percent of the workday?

How can we afford the luxury of requesting 300,000 or request 100, when
only 16 are needed? How can we afford the luxury of men who are
unproductive? How could we emerge from underdevelopment?

How could we attain the human and social goals of the revolution? How could
our working people resolve their problems? And what would these become?
Shortages, and there are two shortages--the shortage in the capitalist
world, where we see a man starve to death, though storehouses are full of
foodstuffs, because he is unemployed, because he has no job, because he has
no access.

Our shortages are of a different order, for they respond to needs, they
respond to the reality that the needs of all must be satisfied. Sometimes
there will be a surplus. It is difficult for there to be a surplus. What is
surplus would have to be exported. And if what is surplus could not be
exported, we would have to cease producing it, for needs are unlimited,
needs mount without limit, and the exigencies of life always pose new
needs.

In our society, any, all these factors cause shortages of material--one
less tile for a roof, one less cubic meter of gravel that is produced in a
quarry, one less square meter of cloth produced in a factor, a liter less
produced in a dairy farm. All this becomes one less liter, one less square
meter, one cubic meter of gravel less for the people, for their needs.

That is clear, and we must understand it, and we must hammer away at it
until they become elemental, highly known things by the workers that are
working, the ones who shoulder the fundamental weight in this question of
productivity.

Thus, this is the second all-important step taken this year--the question
of productivity, which should begin by the regulations. This is a task with
which the party, the mass organizations, and especially the labor movement
must concern itself.

Once we have regulated …, we cannot stop there, we must always
continue struggling for productivity; and productivity will forever be tied
to the country's progress, for the number of working hands is limited, and
it must be limited due to the number of our inhabitants, and because we
have the aged who are retired, young people who are studying.

The fact is we must provide services that are not directly productive,
though essential, like health and education. The very fact is that we can
state that the education-culture-science union has 175,000 workers--a
respectable figure for the number of workers devoted to that sector of
education.

So, productivity is the only path to wealth, and, after the centers are
regulated, the struggle for productivity by means of developing the
productive force and by means of developing machines and technology, is the
only path.

Observe whether or not there is a tremendous contradiction between the need
to resolve the country's basic foreign exchange source--sugar--and the low
productivity of cutting by hand.

The ollection centers and technology offer great advantages. This
introduction of a revolutionary technique is what extraordinarily raised
productivity and what makes it possible to overcome a fundamental
fault--not to have to employ hundreds of thousands of men to seek the
essential foreign exchange for our country's economy, hundreds of thousands
of men to cut cane, along with the other needs.

For our country--never forget this--in contrast to other countries that
have other types of natural resources--there are countries all over the
world that have fabulous, fabulous petroleum reserves in their subsoil,
where 10,000, 20,000 25,000 men produce 1.5 billion dollars in one year,
working in relative comfort, and we, in order to seek 600, 700, 800 have
had to employ up to 350,000 macheteros.

This does not include the additional transportation, the insuring of
lodgings, buildings of lodgings, dining rooms, and safeguards. Remember,
our country must produce its basic resources by manual labor. This is an
additional problem which holds us back, an additional problem that should
cause us to ponder and think about these questions.

Clearly, then, the county should channel its effort to resolve the problem
of productivity precisely there. Unfortunately this has not been easy, it
has not been easy, for there were no machines.

Logically, in countries like ours that are the main producers of cane there
are sectors of workers who have always opposed the use of machines. It was
not like with rice and corn. It was a plant that could not be mechanized.
You have seen the results, and what is expected next year is the
introduction of a technique, a technological revolution in cane harvesting.

This is something we must always keep seeking--how to raise productivity,
and how to raise it in the basic fields of our economy.

Then there is the question of how to solve the work that poses the hardest
and most difficult conditions, and we also must invest in introducing more
human standards. But we repeat: Productivity, after the antivagrancy law,
after the law on disciplined work, the proper organization of work, from
now on will be our country's fundamental issue. Let us support the Labor
Ministry in this effort that is so useful, so highly advisable for the
savings it is obtaining by regulating …

There are other problems: Saving, saving. For we have discipline in
working, the bases for it have been set; the social duty of all to
participate; the regulating; the productivity of work; and saving. This
means economizing in everything. Naturally productivity first means the
saving of human resources and the saving of time. But the saving which we
are bringing up is the saving of goods, of raw material, the saving of
production resources.

For instance, on past occasions we have talked of the need to save water.
The big waste of water, tremendous waste of water that occurs, and for the
various reasons we have previously explained. And we simply believe this is
due to human factors.

The waste of electricity--further on I am going to touch on the point of
electricity, the big waste of electricity. But as regards raw material,
lumber, for example, we are involved in a maximum effort to save lumber, in
order to increase construction, to be able to allocate lumber for the
solution of the furniture problem. Here is a very important raw material
where we have to economize, and in general the economizing of raw materials
and productive resources, fuels, for example, is …of the
resources that we always have to know how to economize without ceasing,
because fuels are a vital resource of the modern society of a country in a
world of gold--one which cannot be dispensed with. Everything moves with
energy, everything. However, nature did not endow us with resources of
energy, not coal, nor large rivers for hydroelectric power. We are still
searching for oil; searching for it and beginning to develop it.

We have to bring fuel from more than 10,000 kilometers away. Therefore, we
have to economize energy, in the form of electricity, or in the form of
actual fuel, so that an attitude of economizing and the economizing itself
are changed into another essential element of our economy, of our
development, or our well being.

It is necessary for the movement of …, take these ideas
and apply them more and more, and make a conscientious effort for them.

In recent months I have been working in the search for solutions of a very
important problem. This is the problem of housing. The workers know that we
have already had meetings and that some projects of this nature are already
developing. We believe that it is one of the most overpowering problems
that we have and it is time to attack it and resolve it.

We have explained how we are going to resolve it. We are going to solve it
via the CTC centers, via the workers movement, and we are going to resolve
it with more work. It is clear that there are CTC centers that have too
many personnel. It is easier to take men from them, a fact which we have
explained. However, wherever there remains a reserve it is always
considered a reserve of this industry, but this plan is already beginning
to accelerate and holds great promise in solving the housing problem.

We have to take this plan to the whole country. It is already being applied
in the city of Havana. It has also been begun in Santiago de Cuba, in the
zone of …. There is already even an industry in Santiago to which
material and resources are being assigned. It is a building for
prefabrication so that they … the building, and other
industries are participating in the finishing and construction.

We want to incorporate the workers into the solution of the housing problem
because it is the only possible way to solve it. Because of the country's
need for a construction work force, in the industrial investments, in …, in the roads, in the highways, in the basic secondaries, in a
variety of social and economic works, in the dairies, in the warehouses, in
the ports, on the railroads and knowing, in addition, how the problem of
construction the last letter where the people were there
briefly seeking work in industry, and the country needs construction for
development.

We find ourselves in a dilemma caused by this phrase, which is no more than
repeating, that with all the accumulated need for housing that an
underdeveloped country has, if it devotes itself exclusively to the
construction of houses, it will not develop, and if it devotes itself
exclusively to development it cannot construct houses. This is dealing with
the problem in classical terms, in conventional terms. We have to find the
way to be able to devote ourselves to development and at the same time
solve the housing problem, a formula, a mobilization of the energy of the
workers themselves in an extra effort to solve the housing problem.

We can say that this has been received with great interest by all the CTC
centers and that at this moment there is a great deal of pressure to begin
doing it. Regarding this we want to say that we are making plans for the
whole island and that we are planning it for the cities, and in the country
there are areas of the country which everyone well knows, that if we do not
solve the problem of housing, we do not solve the problem of the work
force.

We will have to test a region of the country, Camaguey for example. We
cannot be defending the of the youth column
mobilizations, in spite of the fact that there movements have had a great
effect, a great advantage. It has been a battlefield for our youth, for our
youth organizations, in which thousands of youths are outstanding, from
which have come hundreds of comrades and thousands of potential comrades as
cadres, as a militant force of our youth organization there have been
positive results, but we have to resolve the problem of the Camaguey
permanent work force.

How to do it? Building houses in these immense uninhabited can areas, but
we also have to do it in some areas of Oriente Province and the Province of
Las Villas and in some areas of nearly the whole country.

We have in Oriente all this area of the … central, Crispina
Naranjo, Maceo, Loynaz Hechevarria, but in that area no one remained;
Mella, and in that zone no one was left. Almost all the youths joined the
rebel army. During the war, when the fighting broke out they logically
joined where the …centrals--this is without counting the northern zone of …, on
Guitera, of Jesus Mendez, enormous cane holdings where the oldest workers
live under very bad living conditions, where the old huts continue and
where we really have to carry out an urgent housing construction program,
which we are already struggling to organize.

We are already sending earthmoving equipment and after the youth columns of
Oriente have joined, construction forces will be organized in the zones
mentioned which will remain living there. The only thing is that they have
adequate living conditions, if not the problem cannot be resolved. We have
to do the same in Camaguey and in other locations.

So we have to carry out these plans. In the future we plan to incorporate
the sugar workers during the off season, in the dead time, in the time when
there is no harvest, to resolve the problems of housing in the industrial
area and in the cane areas. So we should mobilize some tens of thousands of
workers from the sugar centrals during the off season, gathering together
the materials earlier, to work in the construction of housing for the very
same cane industry workers and for agricultural cane workers. These plans
are also being developed to provide a solution to the rural housing
problem.

This program of constructing housing with the participation of the workers
is going to be carried to the whole country. It begins this year. Next year
we hope, after analyzing the means we have--of cement, of steel reinforcing
rods, of other materials, and still counting on some …that
we think can resolve it--we will be able to finish some 30,000 houses next
year, in 1972. We are beginning the program this year. These houses are not
counted with those next year. We should be able to start 10,000 more. So
that we will be working on some 40,000 houses in the second semester,
finishing some, and beginning others, for next year. In 1973 we plan to
work on 50,000 houses in 1974 some 75,000, trying by 1975 to arrive at the
goal of building 100,000 houses, to be able to build 100,000 annually by
this date.

You must understand that for this problem industry must be well
prepared--the production of stone, sand, cement, steel rods, and all the
elements that go into a house--elements which add up to approximately 250.
However, we have been discussing whether we can execute this program at
this rate of speed. Consequently, this year this program is limited. We can
be working on from 15,000 to 20,000 housing units. Next year we will be
working on approximately 40,000 housing units; in 1973, approximately
50,000; in 1974, 75,000; and in 1975 approximately 100,000. When we have
reached the 100,000 housing unit level, the goal should be flexible, and we
can produce a few more or a few less because execution of the program will
depend on other needs. It may be that when we have 90,000 housing units the
program might have to be interrupted to build more schools and more social
service projects.

Next year, along with the 30,000 housing unit program, we are planning the
construction of some 500 dairies--a very urgent economic need--and some 25
basic secondary schools of the type inaugurated recently. The figures are
an estimate and are within our capabilities. We have had to place strong
emphasis on the construction of dairies, because of the need for milk and
the saving of foreign currency which the country is still spending to
import milk.

This is an area whose current growth depends basically on the construction
of installations. All these programs will increase yearly, and they will
also involve the construction of schools, roads, dams, irrigation systems,
drainage ditches, highways and the entire industrial investments program.
We plan to install all the technical equipment which we have in the
country. This is in addition to the 300 cane collection centers being built
this year.

We believe that this matter of housing also represents another important
step that will be taken through the implementation of a new method, a
revolutionary method, by the workers movement. For this reason, we believe
that this is one of the important tasks which should be mentioned today: I
was saying that this housing program is coupled with a plan to develop the
construction industry. It also creates other problems which we have
outlined on other occasions--the water and electricity problems.

The water problem calls for two things--saving and the establishment of new
water distribution system and new water sources. Electricity involves two
problems: one dealing with new generating facilities and the other with the
saving of electricity. At this rate of social development, we require new
housing units and new workers' districts--with all services including
schools, child care centers, stores, policlinics, laundries--and increased
electrical consumption. For this reason, electricity must be saved.
Currently, electrical power supply is facing a critical problem. We have
two bottlenecks. We have a certain scarcity of oxygen, a problem deriving
from one of the installations, and insufficient production and containers.
These problems seriously affect the mechanical industry shops and the need
for oxygen. The chemical industry must give priority to work related to the
supply of oxygen to all centers which must have it.

As you know, the problem of electricity has been constantly stopping the
operation of work centers and factories and has been affecting production.
It has been hampering this effort to increase production, to increase work
attendance. Consequently, one thing creates problems for another--the
goals, the increase in production, work attendance, utilization of working
hours--especially when machinery stops operating suddenly for 2, 3, or 4
hours. The situation created by this problem conflicts with our policies.
Recently, a problem created by an accident, a problem related to one of the
substations--a somewhat complicated technical problem--affected one of the
important distribution stations. This caused a chain reaction and affected
even the generating plants. There are plants where an electricity shortage
has existed. The petroleum refinery cannot be stopped. Lack of electricity
creates a danger there. For this reason, it has direct connections with
generating plants.

However, when an incident of this type occurs and interrupts the entire
system, we confront the problem that we had a few days ago. You were aware
of the problem, since I was not in Havana. I was attending the Haguey
ceremony in Las Villas Province. However, the power outage affected that
area also. We were conversing with the Soviet delegation when the lights
went out. What we did no know at that time that the power outage affected
virtually the entire western area, and that there was no power in the
hospitals, cold storage plants--no power anywhere. Consequently, this has a
bearing on the problems of work attendance, child care centers, food, all
sorts of problems. This indicates the importance attached to electrical
power. It is a vital factor in the social, production, and all areas in
today's world. The consequences are observed when there is no electrical
power for several hours.

Under normal circumstances, power outages create all sorts of consequences
and inconvenience. Naturally, when there is a war or certain circumstances
arise, there are power outages, but preparations have been made to handle
them. However, these surprising and unexpected power outages create all
sorts of difficulties and problems. In the electrical industry we have the
problem of maintenance. The industry grew and grew but there was no
proportional increase in the number of maintenance personnel. There was no
increase in number, quality, or training. Since the basic industry meeting
and the first assemblies were held, the need to give priority to the
electrical industry and to provide it with resources and equipment has been
determined. The electrical industry has been provided with material
resources. This effort must continue, and we have to continue providing the
electrical industry with the necessary equipment and human resources and to
give this activity priority. Consequently, we have been able to catch up
with the maintenance tasks.

However, it is not just a problem of maintenance. We have had a problem of
capacities due to the growth in consumption and demand. We talked about the
problem on 28 September when we launched the directive to save power.

We want to explain to the workers about the status and prospects of the
electric power industry: in 1958 we had two systems--the western and the
eastern--there was no connection between them, and things worked that way,
and the eastern system was being extended to other provinces.

As for the western system, in 1958 it had an output of 355,000 kilowatts.
If you like we can use the new term, megawatts, which equal 1,000
kilowatts, if the comrades of the industry do not object . In the past all calculations were in kilowatts, due to
capacity's being lower. But then power started running into thousands, then
355,000 kilowatts, and the word megawatts came into use, became 355
megawatts. The total output in the country was 397 megawatts. Look at the
difference, almost everything was in the west. Logically then, after the
revolution work was performed in the west and also the east. The eastern
region will one day have the problem of excessive capacity, though at one
time it could not put out 50,000 kilowatts because it could not be
consumed.

Much work was one in Oriente Province. The 220 … power line
has now been connected between Santiago and Holguin Provinces. Last year
Holguin had a high ... of electricity. Now the eastern system
is connected up to Holguin and it is being extended or should extend up to
Nuevitas--the 220 line.

At the present time the western system has a 710 megawatt output--710 as
opposed to 355. This is about double, double the power output. In the
entire country, output amounts to 909 megawatts. Before it was 397, and now
it is 909. Thus, adding the western and the eastern system, we have 2.3
times as much as what we had before the revolution.

Things stand like this: In the west we have double, and summing up the
entire country we have 2.3 times more capacity for producing electric
power, then we had before the revolution. In 1958 there were 13,000
kilometers of powerlines. We now have 20,500 kilometers. This also explains
the increased maintenance work. In 1958 there were 295 power substations in
the country, of all types. No have 600, and all this must be maintained. In
the 10 years prior to 1959 the average annual amount of power lines strung
was 306 kilometers, and at this time 700 kilometers of lines are put up
annually.

In 1958 the Cuban electric power company supplied 732,000 consumers. The
present power enterprise supplies 1.1 million consumers, including the
southern area of the country which had never had electricity. The
revolution has either constructed or put in operation the following
power-output capacity: Mariel thermoelectric plant, 200 megawatts; Ogurque
thermoelectric plant, 30 megawatts; Nuevitas thermoelectric, 60 megawatts;
Rente thermolectric, 100 megawatts. In addition, some investments which had
been started under capitalism, like the thermoelectric plant Gran Pais of
35 megawatts were completed. There was also the … hydroelectric
plant with 45 megawatts--actually 30 megawatts at given hours. A dam and
breastworks of 40,000 cubic meters was needed for allowing it to produce
45,000 kilowatts .

This means that during the revolution production has been increased by 470
megawatts, though the output of some plants that were on the point of being
discarded was reduced. These had become entirely uneconomical. But all this
amounted to 2.3 times more. The entire sum invested by the revolution up to
this time for power development is 302 million pesos. Now then, this is an
average of about 35 million annually since the program started. To this we
can add the power putput capacities that will go into operation soon:
Carlos Manuel de Cespedees no 2 in … 30 megawatts; Diez de Octubre
no 2 in Nuevitas, 60 megawatts--giving us a total of 90 megawatts, and
these plants are linked up to the western system. Cienfuegos is connected
with the west. Nuevitas is connected with the 110-volt line. Thus we can
note some power transfer line. So, two units--one of 30,000 and one of
60,000 kilowatts; or one of 30 and one of 60 megawatts.

Besides these two plants now under construction, work has begun on Talla
Piedra no 7. It will have 60 megawatts. Toward the end of the year work
will begin on another regla unit--regla no 4, of 60 megawatts. The
equipment for the Hector Pabon plant in Pastorcito is already in Cuba. This
equipment has been carefully stored, and we hope to begin installing this
plant of 30 megawatts soon.

He says it is his duty to the revolution. That is true,
but unfortunately, not everyone always performs their duty. We have seen
the comrades in that province work well. They took great interest in
storing the equipment so as to begin installing it.

In addition, we will rebuild the 30-megawatt plant in Matanzas. So, in
addition to the 90 that will be put into production this year, we will soon
begin work on 180 megawatts more, and in addition to this--as we explained
yesterday--between now and 1975 we will build three 100-megawatt plants.
These will be: two 100,000 plants in Mariel and one 100,000
plant in Nuevitas. This will be the first time our country has
installed 100-megawatt plants. The largest so far has been 50. Now, we are
mounting one of 60, and by 1975 we will mount three 100-megawatt plants.

It is true that the electric program--the installation of equipment--has
fallen behind, but we expect this to regain its pace, and we are sure that
it will be fulfilled to the letter.

As you can see in the west, there are: 60 and 60--120 plus--counting only
the area of Mariel here, Regla-Talla Piedras equals 120, plus 200-220, and
if we included Nuevitas Oburque, and Matanzas, we have 6.5 this again is equal to the number existing in the west prior to the
revolution.

In other words, in 1975 after the end of this period we will have a total
capacity--allow me to sum it up correctly--of 1,388 megawatts in the
country. This is 3.7 times what we had in 1958--3.7 times--almost four
times, that is what we will have in 1975. We have 2.3 times now, and in
1975 we will have almost four times.

Now, what must be done? To insure maintenance--to insure maintenance before
anything else and raise the technical level of all the workers of the
electric power industry. This is necessary in order to use that capacity of
power output to the maximum--the maximum of its theoretical capacity. We
must keep maintenance up to date. That is a task which the revolution gives
the electric industry, the electrical workers. It is a fundamental issue
due to the importance that electric power has for the country, as you can
realize.

Therefore, we have the resources for considerable industrial growth. Let us
guarantee the technical level of the workers who will operate the
equipment. Let us guarantee the resources, the number of workers, and the
technical level of the workers who are to maintain the equipment so that
they can keep it up to date. All of this great development depends on this
basic industry.

The number of workers has not increased in proportion to capacity, because
there have been large savings, especially in office jobs. In 1958 the Cuban
Electric Company had 7,536 workers. At present, the electric company has
11,216 workers, including in these figures 1,400 worker-trainees, who are
receiving training in several fields of electrical work. That is to say,
there is 2.3 percent greater capacity with approximately 50 to 60 percent
more workers, including those who are studying.

There was an increase in productivity, not so much in numbers, but at the
company level, when we reduced the number of office personnel. The number
of workers will have to increase. Since 1966, the government has spent an
average of 35 million per year in investments and for the wages of 11,000
workers in the electrical industry. This expenditure will have to increase.

The consumption of fuel in 1970 was 1,182,000 tons and this year it will be
greater. Therefore, the greater part of fuel oil that is consumed in the
nation is absorbed by the electrical industry. In addition, the total fuel
used by the industry is somewhat more than 20 percent of the total fuel
consumed in the nation This fuel is consumed by the electrical industry.
You can, therefore, see how important the electrical industry is.

I recall that more than 10,000 workers have had 35 million pesos invested
yearly in their industry, not including their work equipment. The industry
consumes somewhat more than 20 percent of the total fuel consumed by the
nation This is what electricity costs us.

Logically we must be aware of this problem and what it involves so that we
can save the electricity that is produced by bringing in fuel more than
10,000 kilometers away.

The industry employs more than 10,000 workers, and costs more than 35
million pesos per year--an expenditure which will increase in the coming
years--and is more than 20 percent of the fuel consumed. This does not
include the industrial equipment installation brigades, those who are
building the new units and who are highly qualified and dedicated workers.
Electricity is a basic industry which is very expensive, and we must all be
well aware of this.

Electricity is not the air we breathe, or the daily sunlight that does not
suffer any blackouts--at least until now--except for occasional eclipses,
predicted as long ago as the time of Christopher Columbus. But the kind of
eclipses that we cannot foresee are the midnight power shortages such as
the one we had the other day. We can call them midnight eclipses. But
electric power is not the light of the sun, or the sun, or the air
surrounding us. When we consider the cost of power production we must
become aware that it is necessary to economize.

Here is another little detail: Industry and social services are consuming
two-thirds of our electric power, and the general consumer uses one-third.
This means that each day we must save on electric power. Important power
savings are being achieved in social services and in our various
industries. And, of course, all our comrades want to have electric meters.
Our industrial and production centers are very careful about the correct
use of electric power. The calculation of power costs is an important
element in the evaluation of industrial efficiency. This is one of the
sectors in which important power savings must be achieved. A savings in the
two senses of the word: monetary savings and electrical energy. All right,
then, the general consumer is using one-third of our electric power. This
is an essentially residential consumption sector. A very important total is
being used by the residential sector. And we must make it clear that the
savings to be achieved over a few hours can be important. We understand, of
course, that this refers to hours when all the electric lights and kitchen
stoves are being used at once. And one of the problems which perhaps I did
not explain is that 90,000 electric kitchen stoves have been brought to our
country over the last few years. They use two kilowatts each time they are
switched on. Just think: 90,000 kitchen stoves all being used at the same
time represent 180 megawatts. ... when I spoke of kilowatts,
because it already represents two in less than 1,000; 180 megawatts! We
have already explained that not to bring in more electric stoves would be
madness. We explained it at that time. ... Energy generates
heat, from heat to mechanical energy, from mechanical to electric, and with
all the waste involved in the process--all this involves waste. All this
power is being used to generate heat for the final purpose of putting a few
chickpeas to boil during what I though was 2.5 hours, but is for 3 or even
3.5 hours, as I have been told. Luckily the INPUD plant is already
producing refrigerators and stoves, and this year production has already
reached 300,000 pressure cookers.

To have fewer electric stoves we must increase the use of gas and kerosene
stoves. But we explained this already.

You see how easy it is to be careless and not to economize. We must be
watchful in our production. We cannot manufacture electric stoves because
it results in a ruinous waste of electric power. When we were analyzing
things at the end of the year, we realized there were 17,000 stoves in
store. Can you imagine how much more waste there would have been if these
17,000 stoves had been issued. But they are being kept for emergency use
when a serious problem may affect a gas plant. Pursuing the manufacture of
electric stoves would result in ruin.

We must develop the manufacture of gas and kerosene stoves. Let us use the
electric stoves we already have, but let us change them for gas or kerosene
stoves as soon as the opportunity arises. It is good business to change
electric cookers free. What matters is the electric industry. The electric
industry should not subsidize electric appliances such as air conditioners
and so on. The electric industry used to subsidize these appliances when it
wanted to promote greater power consumption. But what we must subsidize now
is conversation of electric power.

At the time of our revolutionary triumph we were confronted with great
demands, because we had been exploited and left practically barren of
resources. Furthermore, during the era of tyranny, industrial
enterprises--in connivance with the government--raised the price of
electric power and all products. And what did our revolution do? It brought
lower electric rates to consumers--rates based on the price charged to
industries. You can be sure that it will not be possible to lower power
rates now, and our people themselves would oppose such a revolution. And
why? Because now it is the people who have to invest, develop, and
contribute to increase the production of electricity.

However, at the time when our revolution took over there were no power
shortages and it was possible to lower the rates. It would have been better
of course to nationalize this industry from the very start. But it was not
possible at that time. In the meantime, came Giron we were disarmed because
we were in the midst of an agrarian reform. It would have served no purpose
to nationalize that industry when we were defenseless. But what was that
electric company's price policy? It was to lower rates. It was a policy
intended to stimulate power consumption. It was also intended that the poor
consumer to pay for the rich one, the first kilowatt being the most
expensive--10 centavos at that time. The rate was lower after the first
kilowatt. In this way, a worker--who normally makes a smaller use of
electric power--had to pay 10 centavos per kilowatt, while the rich
people--who had television sets, air conditioners, electric irons, electric
stoves, and the lights on all day--were being charged 3 centavos a
kilowatt. Those who had the greatest income paid 3 centavos and--it is the
truth--those who had the smallest income were paying up to 40 centavos,
meaning 10 centavos per kilowatt for the first 40 kilowatts . In
order to stimulate the use of power, the electric company was subsidizing
electric appliances. When the company lowered power rates, it lowered the
rate on the 40 and later first 60 kilowatts, lowering the 10 centavos rate
to 6.5 centavos, the 7 centavos rate to 4.5 and so on.

The one that was at 5 cents was set at 3, I think--more or less--because
the average was one-third. And the one that was at 3 or 3.5--how much did
they charge for anything over 200? Approximately 3, and it was lowered to
2. We lowered a rate that was set with a view to stimulating consumption.
If we had thought things over better, we would have done the
reverse--charged progressively more for additional consumption, so as to
practically establish a tax on the squandering of electricity--a tax on the
wasting of electricity.  

I think we should study this very well--should reverse things. All right
and what happens today? I had some data here somewhere. Eight
percent of the consumers today still--of the residential consumers--consume
27 percent, and 65 percent consume 34 percent of the electricity. We have
to study these rates and invert them--and put the cheapest rates on the
first kilowatts. Here we have to speak of kilowatts, because--60, 100
raising the rates. So the tariff really turns into a saving.

This does not have economic import. This is another kind of problem. This
is not aimed at collective funds. Of course it will collect funds, but that
is not the objective. The objective is, rather, to save electricity, to
establish a rational concept, rational criteria, in the consumption of
electricity--especially taking not consideration the fact that at this time
of night all the light bulbs are lit. A campaign has been waged; the
campaign has helped--and it helped perceptibly--but campaigns are that way
at a given moment. They have a crest too: the crest of the campaign, the
crest of the campaign concerning the peak . But then, just like consumption of
electricity, it begins dropping. Everybody aware, participating--then, at a
given moment, great savings in electricity. But this then starts
diminishing, the crest starts to decline.

But as one crest recedes, the other one rises. And as the savings peak
drops, the crisis peak becomes serious, worsens. Although, notice well--it
is not the residential areas which consume the greatest percentage of all
the electricity. But they are the ones which consume the most at that time.

Castilleres, did you forget the data on the
percentages? No, at the moment of …

Forty-eight percent is residential, so that at that time there is an abrupt
increase in the demand--and this makes the situation more difficult. Now,
we are interested in the peak, but we are also interested in the total
amount used. From the point of view of the total amount used, the primary
effort must be made in the social services and in industry. So then, we
wanted to suggest to the workers--to you--that you consider supporting a
study being made aimed at establishing new criteria with regard to the
prices--keeping in mind this situation with respect to electricity--that
will consist of lowering the first kilowatts of electricity used and
raising the price of later kilowatts--on excessive consumption of
electricity.

I want to tell you that this must be done carefully. Do you know why?
Because at first we could have--why did we not reduce the inverse? And have
this--the first 40 kilowatts set at 2 or 3 . But since there is a
large portion of the consumers--65 consumes 34 --it
might be that we, in trying to do this, instead of bringing about savings
--that an increase might occur. That is why the matter must be
studied with all the statistical data.

What can be saved out of the first ? At the beginning--we have
been analyzing so that those who used up to 150 kilowatts would benefit
from the savings; so that those who used more than 150 kilowatts would be
penalized by the tariff--so that the tariff would help the ones that used
from 150 kilowatts down, and would progressively increase the cost for use
from 150 kilowatts upwards. But we are asking the workers for a vote of
confidence to study this problem carefully, to study this problem
carefully.  

Let it be well understood--in order to establish a tariff that will
stimulate savings, a price system that will stimulate savings and which
will establish obstacles to waste. Let it be will understood that this is
no aimed at gathering funds. What we are after essentially--keeping in mind
the big investments and the great amounts of electricity used and their
importance--is changing the criteria in not having to depend only on
campaigns, but rather than having a tariff to count on. We know very well
that, unfortunately, there is an excess of money. In fact, no one could
even predict the immediate practical results that this would have.

But let a study be made by the pertinent organizations, let them analyze
all these matters well. Let them take as long as necessary; and let a new
rate schedule be established, explaining why. Of course they must make a
careful study so as to not make a mistake--so that there would be no
increase. If a high percentage  consume little, it should not
that in consuming less, or much less, [the price] should increase. But all
right, anyway, we must do it with a view to inverting this and having the
first kilowatts be the cheapest and the last the most expensive. Let them
study the matter and then pass the information to the CTC comrades; and let
them deliver their proposals and their arguments together with a
well-founded explanation to all the union sections.

So that we are not asking you for a vote of confidence to establish the new
tariff--but rather in order to begin to put this policy into practice--let
a study, with all the arguments, be made. This is not a problem like the
cigarette problem. This is not the cigarette problem. The cigarette thing
has other objectives, and there are few questions. If they have those
tariffs, let them explain the matter in a document--what the current ones
are, how much is being used--I have given them this data--and let them
discuss the matter in the work centers. The cigarette problem is more
difficult than the electricity problem.

Electricity is another kind of thing, a thing of a different nature. It is
not something that is harmful to health, even if it is an essential product
that we have to conserve for other reasons. And here we are going to talk
about cigarettes. I am only going to say the following about cigarettes:
Cigarettes are another kind of thing. They are aimed at seeking a balance
between the money in circulation and the goods and services available. This
is convenient for the economy.

And a policy is always followed to the effect that nonessential things--and
this was the policy that was followed with regard to, for example, the
restaurants--that when there was a compliant about prices in the
restaurants, when the prices in the restaurants tended to be somewhat like
those in the restaurants that were subsidized--the school, the school
lunchrooms--if there are 500,000 people eating in the lunchrooms, counting
boarders, semiboarders--500,000--nurseries and all that--well, they have to
be compensated in some way.

So the restaurant was excluded from being required to have a ration card.
So there were some articles that became expensive. Of course, there are the
drinks, the beer, certain things--… beer--the drinks were not
so high. The homemade… that people were selling here and there was
much higher. There you are. At the minimum they
are going to have to be in line with the prices of drinks. But this is a
policy that I think can be understood quite well. It is a policy. In
general policy we have to draw a distinction between goods that are
essential and vital to the people and those that are not.

If we have a try to balance things, there is an easy way to try to balance
things. The capitalists do not have any problem doing it. If there is a
shortage of a certain product, the price goes up. You know that prices here
have been frozen for many years. They are frozen. More than 1 million
people are working--the services that have been established: medical
services, education, numerous services.

Now, the material basis of the black market--the black market which
promotes vice after vice, both the one who goes off to buy at exorbitant
prices in the rural areas, a peasant, and he who encourages theft in order
to later sell on the black market. And to encourage it… , because there were many individuals who in a certain
way--there were people who, setting up lines, resolved--one line, one turn,
10 pesos, and others who, if they steal something. 
This is, the nature of money in our country is changing, and it will
progressively change more and more. In capitalism, in capitalist societies,
it is an instrument of exchange, an instrument for accumulation, a means
for accumulation and for enrichment. In our country money is becoming more
a means of distribution. The day will eventually come when distribution is
not made through ration books. Such a day will inevitably come, but not
now. The masses, with good reason, are opposed to this, because this can
occur when we come to have much …an abundance of those products that
are essential that there will be enough for everyone, even if distribution
is made by means other than a ration book.

We must make this very clear. Because, of course, capitalism does not have
ration books. It has money. But people often parade up and down in front of
well-stocked stores with their hands in their pockets. They do not have
anything to buy with, that is, they do not have a ration book. And the
capitalist ration book is that of the millionaire who has 20 million
dollars and the other guy who does not have a cent. And that is
capitalism's ration book. So the millionaire… and buys
anything from a car or a building to a factory with his 20 million dollars.
His buying power is unlimited.

He buys men, he buys women, he buys everything. That is the law of
capitalism--buying of factories, houses, cars, all kinds of things. It is a
complete absence of limits in his consumption capacity. So the ration
book--the guy who does not have a cent buys nothing, nothing, nothing.
Here, whatever they are supposed to get, though the ration book, the law,
whatever it is--no one has even stopped buying because of lack of money in
real terms. Just in a few cases of dereliction, which the ministry solves
automatically, cases of extreme poverty--the ministry solves them.

There is no one here who can--what there is… indeed are people who
buy things and then sell them. Of course, this is based on something--on
money. And this is a problem that obviously arises in a revolutionary
process. All countries have inflation problems. Do you know how they solve
them? By raising prices. The more money in circulation, the higher the
prices, and this is how they level things out. They maintain the level
where there is a ration book without a ration book, and where money,
besides being a means of exchange, an instrument of exchange, a manes of
accumulation and enrichment--in a way, a measure of value--is, in addition,
a ration book for distribution, a ration book that is infinitely elastic
for the rich and reduced to zero for the poorer people. That is the nature
of money in a capitalist system.

In socialism, too much money in circulation--everybody working--100,000
people have started working now, and all of them are beginning to get paid.
If some of them go to work at putting up an electric power line, if other
go to work at a dam, others go to work on a highway, they will be receiving
a salary for many years before anything comes out of it. Of course, if they
go to a textile factory, cloth starts coming out of it. Of course, and in
kind he returns his salary. He receives a certain amount of money and he
produces a larger amount. So--but there are 100,000 of them--how many
…more than the 100,000 are there?

I think that the new increases in people working this year involve
approximately 200 million more. And we really have--because many of the
that the country must make are in development--others are
educational, others are in services. Others are in retirement pensions,
others are--we have an imbalance between the money that enters circulation
every year and the money that is taken out. This creates the basis--even in
a case where we say, for instance: I am going to sell this milk for one
peso. I will make 20 from it today. I won't offer it to anyone
at a cheaper price.  and he sells it!

This is an example of the black market, of all those things, of a way of
acquiring cheap money--of acquiring cheap money in order to later buy cheap
things, including those which could be in demand now. Of course, if he goes
to a restaurant, he will not buy them cheaply. However, if he acquires
cheap money--like a man who has four liters--if he decides to sell four
liters, and he decides to sell one liter for one peso, the next day he buys
another four liters, and he even has some profit left over.

Meanwhile, the man who sold a liter at a high price and bought another
liter with that he got for the first liter--three for free--did he buy
something for nothing? He paid one peso for a liter that cost him 20
. And then--all these things are encouraged, of course, but this
situation of an excess of money in circulation. And in a situation where a
rational distribution is being made, that should be continued as long as we
have no other way of guaranteeing the same things for everybody and
distributing without ....

In the future, in socialism--I imagine even in communism over the long
run--money will no longer have such importances; it will not be money as we
know it. It will still be called money, but it will be something else. It
will not be a means for accumulation, an instrument of exchange, nor a
measure of value. Because in socialism certain things are distributed under
cost and other things at 10 times their price. Medicine is given free. A
beer is much more expensive, a liter of rum is higher. Prices really don't
have anything to do with the value. Rather they are related to the useful
value of things. In the future, money will be stripped of its historical
characteristics and will be, basically, the means of distribution.

Indeed, money will no longer be the cruel ration book, but rather what the
citizens receive--each citizen, all the citizens--it will be an amount and
they will spend it on whatever they choose. Some will want more eggs.
Others will want more milk and fewer eggs. Others will want industrial
articles. And there will come a day--one day--when the production of basic,
essential articles is such that we have more than enough for all. Moreover,
there is a risk that those who have accumulated more money will leave the
others out in the cold, or that those who have a smaller income will suffer
the consequences of this; when this can be done on a rational and just
basis, then the time to do away with the rationbook will arrive. However,
that will never be administrative, no. When that moment comes, it will have
to be done by means of an important measure, one which has also been
discussed with the masses. No such measure will ever be taken here without
an analysis and without the most complete familiarity on the part of all
citizens with this measure--the reasons, the advantages, and disadvantages.
 

Already--already a certain policy of collection is being carried out in
order to eliminate the excess--of course, through an increase in
production, partially. Yes, if we increase the production of beer and
.... There are products which bring in a lot and others
which do not bring in anything, of course. And, for example, a start can be
made on measures aimed at reducing this imbalance. That is, to prevent it
from worsening. There are a few industries that produce plastic shoes.
Well, those industries bring in money. Of course, because the shoes which
are sold on the black market are sold at high prices. ...,
even of leather shoes. Those shoes are not very expensive, of course. They
solve an important problem. Between this plant and the Santiago plant, they
will bring in more than 100 million a year. If these industries
which--which make some of these articles--if we cold in the light industry
filed produce a series of staples, soaps and perfumes, no one knows
how much that might bring in. However, this is related to raw materials--we
must note that we--the scarcity of our monetary resources sometimes prevent
us from producing things with light industry that do not exist at present
and which wild bring in a lot of money.

The problem of cigarettes has two aspects. Or, if you like, three. First: A
problem of the costs of producing cigarettes. How many men there are
because .... Another: The health problems in connection with
cigarettes. And another: The problems of the incredible increases in
cigarette consumption. Cigarettes are one of the things that have shown the
degree to which a person can look ahead of fail to look ahead. In the
capitalist world it was very difficult--it took terrible struggles by the
governments, even by the capitalist governments--to get the little label
attached saying that cigarettes caused cancer. And the companies-- the
economic interests--fought this step vigorously. But even the capitalist
…the need for taking such measures. Will people keep on
smoking? Who knows? The limiting factor usually lies in the ration
book--the amount of money available. Cigarettes are expensive in almost all
countries. It is a source of income for all governments everywhere, and the
prices are very high.

They are a source of income and the prices are very high. Of course, if the
prices were that of Cuban cigarettes, there would not be enough cigarettes
to go around in the world, not even to supply one area. They would run out
of cigarettes. In the United States, among other countries, cigarettes cost
between 70 and 80 cents, even a dollar.

We were saying that this proves how little or how much foresight man has.
... He keeps on smoking. But of course the real trauma comes
when he must face the disaster of illness. This is the person's terrible
moment. This however, shows a lack of foresight. Campaigns about the
hazardous effects of cigarettes have meager results. It has been
scientifically proven that cigarettes are hazardous to health. Thus, a
measure tending to lower cigarette consumption is not bad. It is not bad.

But then, we have the other economic aspect: the tens of thousands of men
that would be allocated for increasing tobacco consumption, for maintaining
and increasing the consumer levels of tobacco, cheap cigarettes. Also there
is another economic aspect export. In addition cigarettes are one of the
countries sources of foreign exchange. For this reason it is a nonessential
item. It was not an article which served economic and health ends.

However, cigarettes brought about a problem, the inequality of wages. It
showed that those who earned high wages could smoke more cigarettes. Those
who earn low wages encountered difficulties in having enough money for
smoking. It seems to us that the rationing of cigarettes was the worst
thing we could have done because rationing causes those who do not smoke to
adopt the vice. It also gives those who do not smoke a right to buy
cigarettes. Everyone is treated alike. An individual may buy cigarettes for
5 or 10 pesos and they will buy milk with the money made from selling
cigarettes.

Cigarette rationing establishes an incredible micromarket. Milk cannot be
sold because it is needed for children: however, those who do not smoke can
exchange cigarettes for condensed milk, rice, and exploit the others' vice.
Consequently another method should have been used from the outset instead
of rationing.

When the discussion was being planned, the problem of the vagrancy law
arose. That problem should have been discussed previously as we know the
discussion would be difficult. At the same time, we felt that from all the
arguments a better settlement formula than the one we had would be found.
Then there was a question: If we took any measure, any measure, we would
have to insure sufficient stock on hand and even a reserve. Now, what
happened? To make things worse this year we had a terrible drought in the
western area--Pinar del Rio, and including the Escambray, the regions which
produce 90 percent or more of Cuba's tobacco. This year's drought in the
western area which you have seen was devastating--no one remembers anything
like it. It perhaps was connected with the great cold wave in Canada. It is
said that such a cold wave has not hit Canada in 100 years. But the fact
remains that we had a drought in the western area's fields. You are aware
of the conditions prevailing in the fields. To make things worse, this has
seriously affected this year's tobacco crop.

However, I have been told that someone who was attending the all star ball
game in Pinar del Rio has said that the crop was tremendous. This person
had been working in tobacco and had mentioned that the tobacco crop was
tremendous. I did not hear the statement but perhaps some people heard the
man at the ball game. However, I say that when a rumor is started on the
problems that are arising it should be taken as rumor and it should even be
considered that the rumor is not true.

The fact remains that the tobacco crop has been reduced by 40 percent this
year. Therefore, even tobacco distribution cannot be maintained and it will
have to be reduced, regrettably. Furthermore, a special effort is being
made to increase production. We have sent a very experienced comrade to
Pinar del Rio and we have told him that he will have all the needed
resources to increase tobacco production at any cost and regardless of any
contingence. We have organized microbrigades and all the needed resources
are being provided with the prime objective of increasing production by all
possible means in the Pinar del Rio, Escrambay and Sancti Spiritu zone--the
traditional tobacco--growing areas. For this we need the cooperation of the
workers, ANAP, and everyone's to push the planting of tobacco, above all in
mechanization and irrigation.

And, of course, during a dry year, no matter how much irrigation one cannot
be sure that 100 percent of the area will be covered. Thus, the first thing
to do is to increase production in order to meet two demands: consumption
and exports. Both demands must be met. If consumption increases--and this
does not mean it will keep going up without limit because this cannot be
done from the economic viewpoint--the final step would be to maintain an
increasing supply of cigarettes at the current price. If it should turn out
that the general prices measure is not the most suitable, and there is
concern about low income workers, some combined solution could be found by
establishing specific quantities at the levels set by the workers, but they
will have have to set these levels now in May, or else they will seriously
harm the availability of tobacco for exports.

A level should be set, then, using this level, when our crop increases next
year we can take two measures. I have pondered this problem: either we
choose the proposal for a price hike or ration specific quantities from
whatever is left in May, with everybody getting an equal amount at a
moderate price, making the distribution without the use of coupons, but at
prices much higher than the ones proposed. Thus we would have these two
alternatives: a general price hike or maintain whatever level is in effect
in May, thereby, guaranteeing this level by using ration coupons at a price
much higher than the one proposed for use without coupons. Whoever wants
can buy cigarettes, but he will have to pay a high price for them. In this
manner, we could reconcile the differences between the low income worker
and those workers dominated by the vice and who has surplus money which we
could collect. Is this clear?   There are two alternatives then.

In any event, we want the workers to understand that in the country's
interests, in the interest of the people's health, in the interests of our
general development needs, we must do something about cigarettes and
tobacco. And not only by increasing production which we, of course, can do
and maintain. I am not even talking about increasing exports. In this
matter no one has taken it upon himself to establish a relationship between
domestic consumption and increased exports. No! There has been a great
increase in domestic consumption. We are trying to raise imports and
exports to traditional levels. These are minimum increases. This is not a
contradiction between foreign currency and consumption. No! We are not
trying to surpass traditional levels in general terms. We are not trying to
surpass them! If there are some increases, these are minimum.

It is not a matter of taking tobacco out of the domestic market. In fact
there was a decrease in the production of cigarettes in the tobacco areas.
Traditional production levels must be reached, must be surpassed. We must
struggle. But we can struggle within certain limits because tobacco is a
hand labor operation. It requires a great deal of labor. It is an expensive
item to produce. In other words, an effort must be made to surpass the
traditional production levels, to maintain these levels and maintain at
least the traditional export levels, to regulate consumption by using other
devices if the first solution is not fully satisfactory--for this solution
was approve, though it was not approved unanimously. It was not something
like the vagrancy law. There were different opinions, particularly among
those with lower incomes. For this reason, a device must be found whichever
course is chosen. If you want to consider your low income comrade, then
maintain specific levels by means of the ration coupons with all the
inconveniences and everything else this entails. But they must be
maintained, with quantities at higher prices than those proposed. Without
the coupons what was to be sold at 70, or 80, cents for everyone will have
to be bought dearly from those who sell these coupons, consequently, …some measure; we must take some measure and it must be
understood that it is for the good of our economy on all levels, for the
people's health. Some of these measures must be taken.

I think our people will respond in accordance with each individual's level
of awareness ad political education, in accordance with how these problems
are grasped, in accordance with how we all get together and agree to take
the best measures. The country's economy belongs to no one today It is not
private, it is collective. It belongs to all the people. And just as any
family facing problems meets, or can meet, to discuss what its members are
going to dot with the budget and with their possessions, so too the big
family--the entire nation--must analyze and agree on what its members are
going to do with their possessions.

Unfortunately, the circumstances under which we have had to develop the
revolutionary process--blockades by the imperialists, who sabotaged all our
commercial activities--created all our problems. Generally speaking
economic information is not disseminated here. We hope the day will come
when other circumstances will allow us to handle all economic information
in such a way that the masses will have an up to date account of how much
we spend on such and such a product, on this other product, how much is
imported, how much is exported, how much we spend here, how much we spend
there. In other words, this information could be discussed widely, because
with the information in the hands of the masses, all the measures could be
taken. We would have worker congresses. We could analyze all these
problems--the problems of wages, costs, ration coupons, everything. At
times people have suggested that we pay very low wages. But really there is
one thing about this: we have stated that our policy is to raise the wages
of the groups, beginning with the retirees. We have discussed raising the
retirees income which is not enough for them to live. Later on--more than a
general wage increase--we are contemplating a raise for those with the
lowest wages. This will be a general policy.

But this cannot by any means imply that all wages will be the same.
Equality of opportunity and filling of needs are found in a highly
developed society with highly developed productive forces, specifically, in
communism. We are struggling for communism. But we cannot just ignore that
some jobs are harder than others. Some are harder than others. There are
jobs requiring much more qualification and responsibility than others.
There are, for instance, workers who are housed away from their home. They
do not go home. The worker who is housed somewhere other than home and does
not go home must be given some kind of compensation. What else can be done
but give him compensation? There are some workers whose work is very hard,
harder than than of others. Sometimes it is hard to get workers for a
specific job. Some compensation must be offered. There is no other device.
We must establish this. We must try to utilize everyone. It is true that
wages are not the basic factor, not the determining factor. But it does
have weight. Individual income through wages still has a historical
influence and it will continue having it for a period of time. If a worker
studies, takes training courses, betters himself, and is still treated
exactly like the one who does nothing, he will be discouraged. If he who
does nothing and sees that he is being treated just like the one making the
efforts he will not be inspired to make an effort to study. Above all,
speaking ideologically, wit a clear-cut, a very clear-cut revolution, with
an ideology that is the Marxist-Leninist ideology, with a policy to deepen
awareness  , and having one criteria--to develop awareness, the
moral factors, and the formation of a communist. These
are the goals, the means for this enormous effort done voluntarily.

We have reached very high levels, extremely high levels. In this movement
for building homes, you can see workers who already have homes working 10
and 12 hours .... And they are not going to live in this
house. They are displaying growing collective awareness. We must never do
anything to interfere with the growth of this collective and communist
awareness. On the contrary, we must continue developing it more and more
each day. We must insist on searching for an increasing awareness leading
to communism.

The road to communism, however, is not just a road of awareness. It is a
road for developing productive and material forces. As I have told you
before, this awareness must be our basic weapon for developing the
productive forces which we have defined in the phrase: let us create wealth
with awareness and not awareness with wealth. Well, this is clear. It has
been followed and it has been very correct for our revolution to follow
this line because it is what makes us strong.

Those who left the country, what were they after? They shirked their duty.
They left an underdeveloped country to live comfortably because the doors
were opened to them for political reasons--leaving us without technicians
and qualified workers--to campaign against the revolution. They opened the
doors to those who wish to leave, doors which no one could open wide for
them. We said: very well, those who want to leave may. We wanted them to
leave regardless of what it meant us economically because we preferred to
have only those who were willing to serve the fatherland, to work in the
country, to develop the country stay--to keep those who did not want to go
there as prostitutes, beggars, and counterrevolutionaries to enjoy the
wealth which was in great part the result of the exploitation of hundreds
of millions of men throughout dozens of years. No!  

What inspired the consumer society? The possibility of creating the
material goods lacking here. In other words imperialism won these men over
by blackmailing them, warping their consciences, exalting material goods,
exalting consumption, above all. How could our country defend itself
against these weapons of an enemy who was so militarily powerful, having
great political influence in the world due to its military and economic
power? We had to deepen our awareness. And we are proud of this policy
because we have in fact been able, to an extraordinary extent, to deepen
the people's awareness. This does not mean that it is fully developed. This
does not mean that we understand everything. This must be developed must
more. Much more must be understood. Some of the problems of cigarettes, all
these things are factors which in the measure that we deal with them more
and more and choose the most intelligent and most correct solutions, we
will be displaying greater awareness.

Our awareness still has a long way to go along the road of development, but
is has developed enough to put up a fence, an insurmountable barrier, for
the imperialist enemy. The revolution has been and is strong among the
masses, particularly among the workers masses. The revolution and the
people are strong because of their awareness. The revolution is strong
internationally because of its awareness, its policy. In other words we
have chosen the correct road, the only road, which is described in the
phrase: strengthen awareness and strengthen awareness, and strengthen
awareness.

Now, with this clearly in mind, and based on these considerations, we must
understand that we must still use specific devices. Wages cannot be exactly
the same during the transitional period. Some jobs are harder than others.
Some activities require more qualifications than others. During the
transitional period of going from socialism to communism we must keep in
mind these considerations. We cannot fall into idealism thinking because we
want communism, and because we are fighting for communism, and because
awareness is the basic factor, that already we have achieved total
awareness, that already we have a sound economy, that already we are living
in a communist society, that already all men are acting exactly alike
because of this awareness. The truth is that this is not the case. And this
is why it is a process, a process marching uphill.

We believe that when we hold the workers congress which we today all these ideas and opinions will have to be organized so that
people can understand what is given free, what should be given free, and
why, what should not be given free and why, what should cost more and why,
why should this cost this much and why, why ration coupons, how long these
coupons will be used, when and under what conditions should there be no
coupons, that is, all these factors so the people will informed, have a deep revolutionary awareness, and have plenty of political
information so that they can distinguish between subtleties and details,
avoid confusing one thing with another, prevent harm to ourselves, avoid
going from one extreme to another.

If in our search for communism we march idealistically beyond ….realistically reach--and we must always try to march the …--however, if we march beyond our capability this eventually will
cause …that ideology is not subjected to defeat, because
for ideology defeats mean setbacks on the road of revolutions. Let us march
as far as we can as rapidly as we can, but not beyond what we can in
keeping ideology from defeat.

As for facing the economic difficulties, already we have proposals of all
kinds. When on 26 July the problems were stated, the various proposals on
how to solve the problem started. Fortunately we have been clear headed. We
have kept calm. We have searched for the solutions, studied the problems,
searched for the way to begin solving problems, seen how problems are being
…, and what the results are. We began with the most
important thing: invigorate the mass movement. And discussed domestic
problems with the masses. This policy was followed and already the results
are beginning to be felt. Even the problem of vagrancy was studied. And you
know the results of that now. The establishment of discipline, and forms at
the work centers, awareness of production, introducing technology to
increase production as in the Australian system….

And what do all these measures mean? That industries are producing. Some
industries have increased their production extraordinarily. What were the
determining factors for this? The worker's response to the call of the
revolution--the formidable response of the masses, their becoming aware,
the coordinated efforts of management, workers, and the party at each work
center. Thus, you can see the influence of being aware. Production in some
of these centers has doubled. There are many activities in which production
has increased by more than 100 percent, and this does not include the
overall production norms.

What did the people respond to? Awareness. And what was awareness?
Knowledge, conviction about the problem, identifying it with the economy,
for it is in fact the economy. Identifying it, being sure, having the
conviction that he is the person who will lose or gain from this
production. The knowledge, the awareness of the worker that as he works in
this factory and others work in other factories they will all reap the
benefits.

The workers' sense of patriotism and revolution has shown results, plenty
of results, thus giving the revolution an instrument, that is the
antivagrancy law, which covers 100,000 persons. It consolidates the
discipline in the workers' centers. The same is true of the regulating, the
productivity; thus, also with the introduction of new technology, we are
seeing surprising results.

There are many centers, many work forces which have reached their
production quota, and this movement is on the increase. But difficulties
could hold them back; shortage of electricity is holding us back. The raw
materials could also hold us back at some bad moment; so could the limits
of the production capabilities of the factories. That could be our problem
next year; after work this could be it, basically. Let us see if we can add
the 100,000 who joined, and the 200,000 canecutters whom we hope we will
not have to use in 1972 because of the 300 storage centers, and by making
the Austrialian cutting method general; and that makes 300,000. The human
resource we are saving in the revolutionary armed forces, in the Interior
Ministry, for more than a year now, the men of the revolutionary armed
forces have been making a great effort. It is a serious effort, to see how
they can reduce the permanent personnel, while keeping and increasing the
combative efficiency of our armed forces, and they are accomplishing it.

It is a fact that some 70,000 or 80,000 soldiers have taken part in the
harvest, especially in 1971, in all the harvest talks, and part of the
human resources saved will be those soldiers. However, the savings we make
in the armed forces and in the Interior Ministry will be turned into
permanent, year-round forces for industries, for agriculture, in the
various activities. And it will be done through this method, the
antivagrancy law. The savings among the canecutters; these two sources
alone will give us 200,000, 300,000 more men, plus the savings in the armed
forces and the Interior Ministry--which are 100,000--will make 400,000.

Now we must finish the plans for the rehabilitation of convicts, which we
are already doing in some construction projects, for example, dairies and
other items. The scores of thousands of men which these savings will mean
in the reduction of absenteeism, the scores of thousands of men saved
through regulation; the scores of thousands of men saved through the use of
the young men who neither study nor work. Those below 16 years of age in
the workshops and the schools; the scores of thousands of men saved could
mean solving the housing and social problems and an extra work force for
these activities.

And what does this all mean? What could it mean? Well, in the second half
of 1972 we might have 600,000 more men in non-sugarcane activities than we
had in 1970. Revolutionary and political measures; technological measures;
the introduction of technology; methods of organizing, and what will this
all mean for the economy. We are sure that our problems in 1972 will be
basically problems concerning raw materials and this shifting of the
masses; with this invigorating of the labor movement; with all of this,
with the increase in the production and productivity; with this
incorporation of work forces into the industries and the services. Our
problems in 1972 will be ones of the industrial capabilities and of raw
materials, essentially. This will be a great step forward, one accomplished
through political and organizational methods, by appealing to the
conscience; here are the products of the conscience. We must be clear.

Within these policies and these strategies, we must understand that we are
in a transitory stage, in the socialist stage, or the revolution, not in
the communist stage. The communist stage will be the result of what we do
now. We simply cannot act as if we were already in the communist stage, as
if we had already established the material base; as if we already had a
people completely qualified and completely cultured.

We speak of the universalization of education. We are completely
convinced--and we told the teachers so yesterday--that the day will come
when all our people will be cultured; a people completely trained; a people
who will be result of that.

They will begin to study from the primary grades, from the nurseries;
general instruction; cultural training; technical education; scientific
education. And all youths, as a result of the training in our educational
institutions, will be able to reach the point permitted by their
intelligence. When that point in history arrives, we shall have a
universally qualified people; we shall then have the methods and the
resources to incorporate all the people--men and women--into production.
Our levels of productivity will be incomparably superior to today's.

And then will come the hour of taking the final steps toward that which we
could consider an equal distribution, absolutely equal; that is, a
distribution, shall we say, of to each according to his needs. But we
cannot do this today; it would be an illusion. Today it would be unreal,
and it could lead us to the defeat of our ideology, which would mean a
retrogression on the road of this ideology.

What do we want to show the workers today? We want you to understand that
we want to be communist; we want to reach communism as soon as possible,
but we are in the socialist phase. On the road to constructing socialism
and communism, conscience is seen as a fundamental matter. Our people
cannot do anything else; our people currently are facing up to an historic
challenge from an economically more developed nation whose level of
consumption is the highest inn the world. The most elemental concept of
strategy and tactics tell us that we must strengthen our consciences, and
it is that very strengthening of the conscience which has strengthened and
made the revolution invincible; caused it to resist the imperialists
steadfastly.  

It is this which has permitted the revolution to resist without one single
moment of wavering, without one concession, the offensive blockade in the
field of economics, and of politics, and in all fields of Yankee
imperialism. This we owe to the extraordinary strengthening of our
consciences--a path on which we must continue. However, at the same time,
these criteria, these ideas, must not obscure, must not deprive us of an
understanding of the measures we must take in each of the steps--I mean
cases--in order to solve our present problems in a realistic fashion. And
some of these--as we were saying--some concepts such as these, some jobs
are more difficult than others, some should be rewarded better than others.
Some qualifications are higher than others and so should be paid better. We
must avoid an excess of money for goods and services used, because this is
the source of vice, of corruption, of commercialism; inn short, the
retrogression of conscience. That is why, as we said, we planned to collect
surplus money.

There is no change in the revolution's policies let alone in its
fundamental positions. Instead, there is a securing of its positions.
Because, if we want to progress in morality and conscience, we must remove
those things which serve as grist for the mill directed against morality
and conscience and which also promote corruption. I believe that our
defense of revolutionary values and of the people's values should lead us
to adopt these very methods; but I warn you--and let it be well
understood--some have asked if there was any change in the revolution's
line or position. There is no such change, nor can there ever be. For the
day on which we abandon these flags, these standards, the revolution will
truly be lost; the revolution would lose its weapons.

And these standards will never be abandoned; these flags   will be
flown higher and higher  . These flags are definitely the ones
which have saved the revolution at critical times; they have mobilized the
people. For what flags if not…. flags made them stand
firm at Giron; made them stand up with firmness, intrepidly, to the
challenge of the October crisis; what flags made them go forward proudly
during all these years of struggle and effort, always willing to face up to
anything, to pay the highest price for their revolution? It was precisely
these flags. That is why, when the workers congress meets, we will have to
have all these ideas, all these points all worked out, just like the
educational congress which was so clear in its ideology.

And we hold the impression of great progress which this congress left and
which is still fresh in our minds. And we hope that, when this other
congress is held, we shall be able to say that the ideology of our workers
is solid, monolithic, and that their thinking is clear. This will be
expressed by the workers at their congress after their ideas and their
propositions are drawn up, as well as their recommendations, especially
vis-a-vis each one of the questions of special interest to them.

Now to end, I want to remind you that we are still in harvest time, and
that there are delays in the harvest. We were under the impression that we
would reach the 5 million mark by the third. But we will not reach that
until at least the fourth. During the last few days, we have experienced a
certain decline, even before the rains began. And in May we face severe
rains. But despite all this, we must continue the harvest and cut until the
last cane is cut. That is the motto.

When we spoke at the beginning of the harvest, we said that it would reach
approximately 7 million, which is the approximate figure that the country
needs to fulfill all its commitments, plus the world quota which is 110,
plus some additional to the quota which has been assigned, and a small
reserve for any eventual addition. Therefore, the country needs 6,650,000
tons. I other words, anything less than 6,650,000 tons would seriously
affect the eventual net income in currency.

I give you the exact figure--for the sugarmill workers present here so that
you will understand this well. We have had problems with the harvest that
have had nothing to do with the work force basically. This harvest has been
carried out with 125,000 machete-bearers--less than last year, but with
approximately 25 percent more productivity than last year. Of course, this
has been determined mostly by the new methods. There still have been some
industrial problems, transportation problems, and problems of lifting and
loading.

So, as we understand it, the country will have to make a coordinated effort
with all the organizations that have something to do with the harvest,
among the many discussions this year. There is a possibility of creating a
functional harvest sector--not organic--for the coordination of all aspects
of the industry--which makes the replacement parts for each mill, the
transportation assured cart by cart and mill by mill, the industry, mill by
mill, and the work force too. This is all so that the sugar production and
the sugar mills can recover the efficiency they need and regain their
capabilities. This is a fundamental need, especially when we have solved
essentially the number one problem--which for all these years has been the
problem of the work force--by the use of new canecutting methods and
storage centers.

The problems remaining is that of transportation--all the tractors. We must
take into consideration that agriculture is mechanized, that the ox is no
longer used, that almost everything is carried in trucks, in the tractors,
and that the cane must go through a storage center, one which has
elevators, motors, and machines. Maintenance is required for all this;
attention must be paid to all this, and when it is interrupted it in turn
interrupts everything else.

It interrupts tractor operations and distribution centers; the distribution
center interrupts the train--interrupts the sugar mill; that is,
mechanization is the most important aspect. It will be necessary to
strengthen these areas. We have the perseverance; we have the tenacity to
continue with the harvest, and as long as we have a sugarcane stalk we will
more or less reach that harvest figure. Of course, a dry year can be good
or bad. It may be good for the harvest and bad for the sugarcane, because
drought is always likely in the country's western region. If it rains too
hard, it will be good for the sugarcane but bad for the harvest.

However, we must fulfill our policy, we must continue with the harvest, we
must cut every bit of sugarcane regardless of how much it rains; we have no
alternative, the harvest must go on. We must be considered with planting,
clearing, fertilizing more spring planting; we must accomplish a good July
planting plan. Indeed, the purpose of the sugarcane workers' plenary is to
plan for the sugarcane workers' participation during the slack season,
because this year we do not have the means, materials, or enough
organization to promote--through those workers--the construction plan,
which is a important contribution to the slack season plan this year. This
plan is needed to maintain our rate of production and increase sugarcane
production, so, we have these tasks waiting for us during the next few
months, and one of the most important is the policy of cutting the last
sugarcane regardless of how much it rains.  

We want to urge the sugarcane workers, the cutters, to cut every bit of
sugarcane regardless of how much it rains  , because of its
importance for the economy and the importance of having the workers commit
themselves to cut every bit of cane.   Frankly, we want to say
that this is of great importance to the economy. Work can be finished in
one province, but the harvest must continue in other provinces as it did
last year. This is the case in Oriente Province. Oriente Province has areas
with varying climates, especially in the northern area where a good harvest
yield can be attained during the months of June and July.

In any event, this is something we must do this year, because with the
improvement we are experiencing in all work centers, in all industries, we
should reach our goal necessary to produce the amount of sugar needed by
our economy. So next July we will have a situation vastly different from
what we had last year. We will have a much better situation, and we can
confront that year's tasks with more security, with much more optimism; in
addition, we can attain faster and more solid progress than we have
achieved so far, and we can continue this movement that promises so much
for our country.

So we are sure that the revolution is approaching a new and most important
and decisive phase. Of course, the revolution still faces some obstacles,
but it is advancing much better. However, we still have the harvest. It has
been accomplished without sacrificing everything; we have thus advanced
under difficult circumstances. If we had only had the 300 distribution
centers, generalized cutting, and more efficient labor centers. But we had
nothing like that this year when we started the harvest. We had hardly
finished the last one; we were involved in a great task to improve the
other branches of the economy and then we had to work on the harvest again
and we had to adopt measures from the very beginning.

We are conscious of how the workers have so greatly responded to each and
every one of our appeals. We can never forget the workers' answer when we
brought up the problem of the traditional holidays and its problems.

How did the workers react? What was their answer? It was precisely during
that historic 31st that the maximum efforts took place. It was thus
demonstrated like a revolution, a change of traditions, when tradition
confronted the worker's own interests. The workers' answer in production,
in the factories; the workers answer in the vagrancy law; the workers
answer to each and every one of the appeals. When a revolution can say that
it has the support and conscience of the people, people with a constant,
quick, and energetic answer, that revolution can be sure that it will go
forward invincibly.

We have had examples among our workers, who try harder every day with
sacrifices and struggle; it has been demonstrated during this harvest by
the millionaire brigades, it has been demonstrated by the national work
heroes. There is the example of the national labor hero who in 1 day cut
7,200 arrobas  --7,200 arrobas. That proves two things: it proves
that he is a hero and it proves what technique can do, because undoubtedly,
with previous techniques previous heroes could cut 2,000 plus and now they
can cut even 7,000. One of the millionaire brigades, which came here and
honored us with the cup that they gave our party's Central Committee, had
an average of 2,200 arrobas per man daily. We said that 2,000 cutters like
them would finish the Havana harvest with 4 million arrobas daily--2,000.
It is expected that we can reduce--that we will reduce considerably the
increasing number of cutters with the 300 distribution centers being
operated and the generalization of the harvest. However, in such brigades,
2,000 cutters would cut 4 million, 2,000 men cutting; if they were 2,500,
let us say, they would finish the harvest in Havana Province, which in 1970
used more than 30,000--more than 30,000 in 1970. This year, it used between
15,000 to 17,000; next year, it will use 10,000. But if you compare, 2,000
men in the field would finish the province's harvest, which implies strict
labor and more productivity; it would be marvelous what we could achieve by
doing this.

However, this has been a fine example and a very encouraging example.
Comrade Ramos Latour saw something very important here and this was related
to the congress on education and culture and the need for the workers'
movement to adopt the declaration and the program of the first national
congress of education and culture as its own, because that is something
which interests all of us; it is something very important for our people,
the life of the country, and above all the life of the future. The future
life of our country depends essentially on the fulfillment of that
education program. The march toward communism essentially requires the
fulfillment of that policy and that education program. That is why we ask
our workers to adopt that program and that declaration as their own.
 

Long live the workers' movement  ; long live 1 May; long live proletarian internationalism ; long live communism. Fatherland or death. We shall win!


Invited delegations to the May Day celebration, comrades of the
Julio Antonio Mella International Brigade, The Vietnamese are already hitting them hard. Comrade national heroes of labor   comrade outstanding
workers from the whole country present here   comrade workers:

Those of you of the Ceiba 3 project must now lower your
banner or your placard. At any rate we all know you are here. Everybody
knows it. You can roll up your banner. This will permit those behind to see
the event. 
The workers have awaited May Day with great enthusiasm. This year we again
resume the traditional events commemorating this day. In earlier years,
because of heavy work in the field of the economy it was deemed advisable
not to mark the occasion. However, on this occasion we are in a position to
be able to do so. The enthusiasm of our workers derives from a series of
circumstances. Today we no longer are living in the first years when the
basic problem of the nation was to survive. Then it was patriotic
enthusiasm that moved us to make any effort, any sacrifice in defense of
the revolution and the fatherland. Of course, we are maintaining this
attitude, unchanged. However, currently we are facing the basic task of
developing the nation, of surmounting the many difficulties which a
revolutionary process has before it.

In the last few years we have been able to devote greater attention and
concentration to work. And in the last few years, above all in the last 2
years, we have certainly made much progress. And if these years of
revolution have been an unceasing effort in acquiring awareness, in these
past few years there has taken place what might be called a change in
quality in the awareness of our people. It is evident in many examples and
attitudes of our workers.

This is not just the enthusiasm of one day. In the past few months hundreds
of work places have amply over fulfilled their production goals. And there
are activities whose progress in relation to 1970 are not attaining double
and in some cases triple and production of 1970. In many cases this is done
with the same number of workers and sometimes even with less workers. It
would be an endless matter to list the work places which, because of the
efforts of their workers, have exceeded their plans.

Therefore, our working class responds with growing enthusiasm and firmness
to the revolution's tasks--this workers revolution, this revolution whose
only reason for being is the workers. And this is a revolution of the
workers, for the workers, and by the workers.

There are a number of facts which have also contributed to fanning the
enthusiasm of our workers: the strengthening of the trade union movement
which has taken place during the past 2 years on 26 July 1970, to
strengthen the mass organizations, essentially the labor movement, and to
organize a mighty labor movement on profound democratic foundations.

During the current year, there has been an electoral process among the rank
and file for a second time with the participation of 1,244,688 workers in
the rallies held to present candidates, where a total of 262,967 workers
were proposed as candidates. A total of 164,367 workers were elected union
leaders in 37,047 locals.

Some 18 national unions have already been established with new compositions
in accordance with the economic framework of the country. The intermediate
organizations of these unions in 116 provincial councils have been
established, as well as 561 regional committees and 1.319 municipal
committees. Thus, the labor movement has now gained organization, momentum
and strength, and it is ready for upcoming tasks. Besides, the
participation of the workers in solving problems is a very recent one.

With all this, our working class responds to the realities forced upon it
by the revolution, and it responds to the very hopes of the revolution
itself. There are some statistics that demonstrate to what extent our
workers have improved their welfare and livelihood over the past years. It
will be enough to point out some of the records. For example, let us take
social security. In the past it went up to a figure somewhere in the
100-million-peso range. For example, in that year alone, that is, 1961,
35,000 retirements and 10,072 pensions were approved, which increased the
total expenses of the country in retirements and pensions to 328.76 million
pesos.

In 1972, the budget for retirements, pensions, and other such expenses will
amount to 371,321,000 pesos. During the current year, some 44,000 new
retirements and approximately 10,000 pensions will be approved. In all,
retirements, pensions and other expenses will amount to 328.7 million.
Subsidies for maternity cases, illnesses and accidents will amount to 123.7
million. Other disbursements, such as income for life, aid programs and so
forth amount to 33.3 millions, which increase the country's social welfare
expenses 485.7 million. This is the total for the year 1971. In 1972 the
amount will increase to 531.6 million for this purpose.

The total number of retired and pensioned persons in our country is
365.911. For example, if we add to this the salaries paid by the Education
Ministry--they add up to 232 million per year--plus the salaries paid for
public health services, which amount to 156 million, we have 388 million in
salaries for such services, not counting the expenses for materials and
other matters. This will surpass the 500-million-peso mark invested in
those two services--education and public health. The expenses for social
welfare together with the education and public health expenses amount to
919 million pesos in 1972. Total expenses for these items exceed 1 billion
pesos, they exceed it by a great margin. This means that the workers in our
country at the present time, all of them, practically all citizens in this
country of working age can find employment. All of them, absolutely all of
the workers in our country are included in the social welfare system. All
the workers in our country are included under benefits due to accidents
while at work, benefits due to other accidents, and maternity and old-age
benefits. By means of social welfare, practically no one is without
protection in our country.

These are conditions rather different than those known to our people prior
to the triumph of the revolution. In the same manner, all workers in our
country know that medical attention is guaranteed for them and their
relatives for them and their children, for all citizens of this country, at
a level whose quality has been improved very significantly during the years
of the revolution and will continue to improve progressively to the extent
our economy develops, to the extent our physicians and technicians
increase. But, we must say that now in Cuba, despite the campaigns that
have been waged to deprive us of physicians, there are more than 8,000
physicians throughout the country.  

There is almost one physician for every 1,000 inhabitants. In the upcoming
years, thousands more will graduate, because there are more than 5,000
studying in the school of medicine, which will allow us to progressively
improve the medical services. The workers of our country know that they
have all kinds of opportunities to advance. They also know that their
children have all kinds of opportunities to study to attain the highest
levels of knowledge and technical know-how. It is a great satisfaction that
these facts can be submitted as realities on a May Day such as this.

At the Labor Ministry many measures have been adopted for the benefit of
the workers. you saw that I have just been given a book with the measures
taken for work safety and hygiene. It contains some 135,000 of them; 32,000
measures are still to be applied. Also taken into account is the situation
of workers with less income. Thus, there are 50,000 workers who are
registered in the workers dining halls of the --these are workers with the least income who receive a subsidy to
pay for their meals at the workers dining halls.

The same has been done with this category of workers with regard to the
payment of rent. At the same time the nation has 601 construction
microbrigades working on the basis of "plus-work" and they have 15,832
workers. It is explored that by the end of this year some 1,300 workers
microbrigades will have been organized.

This has permitted us to begin, with great assurance, an intensive effort
to solve one of the most serious problems that has not been solved--above
all because of the lack of manpower. This movement began in the capital of
the republic and has now spread to all the provinces. Oriente Province now
has a 100 workers microbrigades. In the capital of the republic there
practically isn't a single, solitary work place without a representative in
the workers microbrigades taking part in the solution of the housing
problem.

All the service centers are also joining in along with the military units.
This will permit us in future years to radically change the picture in
terms of this difficult problem. The workers microbrigades are an
impressive force that have established a work style. These workers put in
10, 11, 12, 13 and sometimes 14 and 15 hours on the job. They are imbuing
all the construction workers with their spirit.

Wherever possible steps have been taken to improve the condition of the
workers dining halls. And all that is has been possible to do in this
regard has been done, and this will continue to be so. And the workers are
responding in every sense to this effort.

We should point out, for example, that in terms of work standards and
organization 3,149 units have been organized and their work standards
established. They cover 497,509 workers. If we add to this figure that of
the farm machinery and canecutting workers, whose work standards have also
been set, as well as those who work in dairies in Oriente and Camaguay and
other activities where work standards have been vertically established, the
number of workers is upwards of 700,000. In other words, a third of the
total.

In an analysis prepared for 447 units in which the plan for establishing
work standards and work organization had been in effect for several months,
a 20-percent increase in production was noted, as well as a 1-percent
reduction in the work force and a 21-percent increase in productivity. We
propose to organize and set standards in 1972 in an additional 16,210
units--these will not be agricultural units--and an additional 2,165
agricultural units.

By the end of 1973, to honor the 20th anniversary of the storming of the
Moncada barracks, all the work places of the nation will have been
organized and their work standards set. In 1974 the setting or organization
and technical standards will enter a higher stage. For this purpose a broad
plan is underway to train basic as well as intermediate and higher-level
cadres in this regard.

At the same time, our workers are contributing to the sugar harvest. A
total of 1.071 brigades with 35,332 volunteer canecutters are taking part
in the sugar harvest. They were mobilized by the trade unions and were
organized in the battalions of the Cuban Workers Central Organization
. As of 15 April they had cut 687 million arrobas of cane. Their
average was 211 arrobas per man-day in the fields. Add to the contribution
of the volunteer permanent canecutters the contribution of the weekend
canecutters who have pitched in with 187 million arrobas of cane.

There are 294 brigades that have cut more than a million arrobas. There are
18 "twice mission" brigades, four "thrice million" brigades, four that have
cut 4 million arrobas. and the "Segundo
Congreso" Brigade of the Centennial Youth Column [CJC] and the "Heroes de
Agramonte" Brigade of the CJC have cut 6 and 7 million respectively.
  The "Heroes de Bolivia" Brigade of the CJC has cut the
impressive figure of more than 8 million arrobas of cane in this sugar
harvest.   Several of our macheteros have cut more than 400,000
arrobas. There is Orlando Rodriguez, a volunteer canecutter of the
Transportation Workers Union of Oriente Province,   Juan
Torreblanca and Jose … of the CJC's Ignacio Agramonte Brigade,
  Mike Ferrer of the Heroes de Bolivia Brigade, also of the CJC,
  and Candido Camboa, a mountain-country peasant from the
ANAP [National Association of Small Farm Owners of Oriente Province.
  There is a large group of canecutters with more than 300,000
arrobas. There is Pedro del Toro, regular canecutter. Juan Torreblanca and
Mike Ferrer of the CJC, Juan Momeda Santana and Ramon Rodriguez, volunteer
canecutters of the CTC, who have already cut more than 1 million arrobas of
cane in all the harvests in which they have participated. This is the first
time, of course, in the history of our country that such quantities of cut
cane have been amassed. Of course, new technical factors have had something
to do with it, but the amounts are impressive no matter how you look at
them. These men represent the spirit of our workers, these men represent
the best of our working class. And they demonstrate very highly their
quality. There are millions of workers participating in the emulation of
historic dates. With all this enthusiasm and encouragement, our workers are
preparing for the 13th congress, which will be an event of historic
significance. It will be held at the end of the current year.

Just recently, our youth held its congress, which was characterized by an
outstanding spirit and a very impressive quality. It represented the spirit
of today's youth in our country. We must mention a significant occurrence:
17,000 students of the University of Havana are presently doing productive
work, that is, they are combining their studies with many different
activities in work centers, and this has represented a contribution of
great technical value for our factories. At the same time, 11,300 workers
have registered in the workers faculty.  

There is no doubt that this is a phase of the revolution of education. At
the beginning of this event, enthusiasm could be detected among the first
rural secondary schools--Ceiba 1, Ceiba 2, Ceiba 3, 8
October--participating in this May Day, not only as students and workers
but also as students of high awareness. Some of these schools are already
fighting for 90 percent promotion in the school term.   The Ceiba
1 school is at the 95-percent level of promotion in the latest tests. We
want our students of rural secondary schools to attend these May Day
festivities in future years, and we want the placards to show the
promotions they have attained during the year.  

We know about the enthusiasm, the energy, the seriousness with which those
comrades are fighting for promotions in their studies. We have never seen
anything similar to this. We have never seen anything similar to this in
the midst of the student community. This is a real assurance for the
fatherland. Their voices can already be heard and these are only four
schools. In September of this year, no less than 40 new schools will be
completed with a minimum capacity of 20,000 students.   These
great schools, one of which is being constructed with the generous
cooperation of a brigade of international youths  , are the best
in quality, the pride of our fatherland, where the children of our workers
will study. Schools such as these were never before known to exist in our
fatherland. They were not even known to the children of the privileged
minority, of the bourgeoisie, of the landowners. This we can emphasize with
pride on this May Day.

By September 1973 there will be no less than 100 schools of that type that
will be dedicated.   I am choosing a very conservative figure, a
rather conservative figure. It is possible that the amount will be close to
150. We are maintaining a rather fast pace in this field. Suffice it to say
that at the beginning such possibilities were feasible for 1975, and now by
the end of 1972 the rate will widely surpass what at the beginning was
considered to be a dream by 1975. This is possible to a great extent due to
the spirit of our workers, particularly the construction workers, who are
contributing with 10-hour workdays. Today they paraded before this stand
with great organization.  

In paying tribute to them, we wish to say that they have officially changed
th workday to a 10-hour workday. These impressive successes reflect the
construction potential. We also wish to point out that in response to the
call issued to the 10th grade basic secondary school students to solve the
great and difficult problem of intermediate level teachers, thousands of
students have already applied. This is also a very encouraging thing.

On the other hand, the response to the call continues to be reflected in
production increases in many fields. We pointed out last year the
improvements of the first trimester. Now we are in May. Here we have some
reports on increases in efforts made during this first trimester as
compared to last year's. In agriculture, plantings have increased by 53
percent more than the first trimester of 1971. There is a significant
increase in the planting of cane, rice and other crops during the first
trimester. The harvesting of some products, increases in the production of
some items, the production of eggs, and other items have increased by 7
percent as compared to the previous year. The collection of milk has
increased by 28 percent in relation to the first 3 months of the previous
year. There has been an increase in the tobacco harvest. It has apparently
been helped by a good climatic year and much better work. It will be some
60 percent higher than last year.  

Fishing production has risen by 23 percent compared to the first 3 months
of last year. Many industries have increased production. Some of them have
considerably increased it. Metallurgy and mechanical industry: 38 percent;
oil refining and byproducts: 10 percent; electric power: 14 percent;
chemistry: 7 percent; textiles and hides: 14 percent; foods: 4 percent;
beverages: 37 percent; construction materials industry: a 43 percent
increase above that obtained in the first 3 months of last year.

In some work places, such as Antillana steel, production of steel
reinforcement rods, an essential product for construction, has been
increased by 74 percent compared with the first 3 months of last year.
Unfortunately it is reaching its full capacity.

Construction of machinery: 50 percent. During the first 6 months of 1972
the construction sector increased its level of activity by 78
percent compared with the same period last year. This reflects what I
pointed out earlier about the cooperation of the construction workers.

However, despite the increases in many lives, or to put it better, despite
the increases in social security, education, public health, which are noted
every year, this year of 1972 shows a tendency which had started toward the
end of last year: It has to do with internal finances, to the collection of
money.

In the first 3 months 140 million has been collected. You know that there
is a lot of money circulating and we know the drawbacks in this. In earlier
years the money in circulation increased. By the end of last year it began
to diminish. This was despite the increase of certain expenditures. And
this year the figure for the first 3 months was 140 million. It is supposed
that this year no less than 600 million pesos will be taken out of
circulation.   Although it seems paradoxical, this is good news.
 

Now then, to a certain extent this is due to the price of certain
nonessential articles --beverages, and the like. At one time there was a
broad discussion here as to what to do with cigarettes, whether the prices
would be raised or not, and so forth. There was divided opinion on this.
Well, on May Day last year we proposed to the workers that a formula must
be sought for the additional quantities, because…
additional quantities. However, I hope that we will not have too many
illusions about this. Part of it has to meet our export needs and part of
it, of course, will be distributed at other prices. I mean the surplus
part. Everyone will be guaranteed what they have today at today's prices.
The extra amount will be sold at higher prices and we will continue to
collect money, which is good for all of us.   Are we in agreement?
  It is good for all of us. If you agree   we will give a
vote of confidence to the comrades of the Interior Ministry for
their unpleasant task of setting prices for the surplus. What you have
today at the present prices is guaranteed.

After all, gentlemen, this is not a food. When it comes to food that's
something else. When nutrition improves in the work places, when many work
places get new foods, milk for example--and many workers who have hard jobs
are getting a supply of milk--this will not increase the prices at the
workers' dining halls by a single centavo. As to the policy on education,
medical care, the improvement of conditions everything that can be done.
But there is still a lot of money in circulation
and it would suit everybody to collect some of it. And the more we collect,
the better it will be. It will help us resolve certain problems. Some jobs
are harder than others. It becomes difficult to find personnel. And this
will permit us to manage the economy easier for the welfare of all.

Now then, we should say the following: Of the 140 million that have been
withdrawn from circulation, 13 percent has been due to higher prices of
some articles, and 87 percent is due to the increase of goods and services
placed at the disposal of the public.   Some 87 percent!
  This is an increase in goods and services placed at the disposal
of the public! And those that have money have been investing it because
many, for a time, were making more than they spent and they did not have
anything to spend it on. This is the origin of accumulated money.

There were times on other occasions in which we changed the currency. We
did this in Cuba. We did this when millionaires were . In other words, we
did so when the question was that it would affect a class--the rich ones.
And many of them had taken the money from the country or had it hidden in
their homes. And the law came and those who had it in the bank did not have
any problem.

The revolution was always interested in creating confidence in savings and
in those who secured their money in the bank. But not it is not a matter of
the money of the rich. It's true that there have been speculators. We know
that. We know about those who have been selling things at high prices
around here, things that were obtained by one way or another.

However, with the cooperation of the ANAP, of the peasants, with their
cooperation toward the revolution's policy, with the measures that we have
been taking, and above all with the measures that eliminate the surplus
currency in circulation, the speculators will have increasingly less
changes of survival. They will not have anything to offer on the black
market.

I think that even if they sell the cigarettes from the surplus supplies
that are to be provided at a higher price, they will be selling them a
little lower than what some speculators used to sell a pack of cigarettes
for on the black market. sometimes they sold a
pack of cigarettes for five or six or I don't know the price. We
know about the prices some of these crooks charge around here. But then,
the speculators will be losing their materials base, just as did the
parasites, the ones who made deals--we all remember some of those who made
thousands with a hole-in-the-wall business. They made 40 times what a
worker earned. When the revolutionary offensive came, all this began to
disappear.

Thus our society has won the battle against parasites, against speculators,
and in the long run it will win a total victory.  

This is why on other occasions we have stated that we never adopted the
measure of changing the value of money in order to solve the problem of
excess currency on hand, because, in many instances, in the great majority
of cases, it is money saved by working families. This is very important.
There are now many things going for the benefit for the worker as a result
of the contributions of society as a whole. We have mentioned retirement,
social welfare in general, education, public health, many other services,
recreation facilities and housing, which as you know is very cheap in our
country. In many instances, as a result of the law, there is no rent to be
paid. The new housing has a very low rent based on 6 percent of the income
of the head of the family. This will merely amount to the cost of the
material in the years ahead.

Along with all these essential things, furniture factories are being
constructed to solve the furniture problem along with housing. There are
many services rendered to the workers of the country at no charge. There
are some other services rendered on the basis of wages, but our revolution
always separates the essential form the nonessential. It has paid
particular attention to those items that are essential by making sure that
they benefit all workers of our country. This is the policy that has been
observed and will always continue to be observed.

Thus, even in a situation of increased expenses due to public services as a
result of increased production, our financial situation is improving
remarkably. But, it will take time because the money now in circulation is
abundant. It is a situation of great progress with respect to 1970. During
1970 great efforts were made in one direction; however, many fields were
seriously affected. Our country needs to progress in all fields.

We have had, as you know, setbacks as regards sugar production. We have
suffered them over the past 2 years. The years 1970 and 1971 were the two
driest years known. This affected initially the production of cane. Last
year it had a more adverse effect on the cane plantings available for this
harvest. This is a phenomenon of nature which is believed to occur every
140 years. According to the mathematicians, two such droughts of this type
should occur perhaps every 140 years. You will recall as well Hurricane
Flora. Those who figure out such things state that this should occur only
once every 500 years, but it happened, it still tool place.

This has been an adverse factor in the midst of the people's efforts during
the last 2 years. But, together with this circumstance, this year began
very unfavorably for the sugar yields owing to weather conditions. The
sugar yields traditionally hold close to 12 .

For example, at this time last year they were above 12 nationally, and this
year they barely held 10.5 percent of sugar yield. As a result of the
yields obtained due to weather conditions this year, the country has lost
at least 1 million tons of sugar, just in the yields of available cane
without considering what the two droughts did in connection with the
quantities of cane available. We have to say that this has been the adverse
factor. We have, of course, taken all measures to offset this. We have had
the cooperation of the socialist countries, broad cooperation. They have
been affected to a certain extent by the availability of sugar.

We have been forced t change the domestic consumption of sugar production.
It has affected us from the standpoint of dollar exchange as well. We must
not be worried, although we must fight. With respect to the planting of
cane, we must say that last winter 9,000 caballerias were planted. This is
quite a large amount. During this spring, at the end of last month, there
were more than 6,000 caballerias planted. Practically, all the soil is in
constant utilization, and a large amount is ready to produce something more
than 13,000 caballerias of cane during this spring. This, together with the
winter cane, will amount to 25,000 caballerias of cane planted in the
current year. This will be one of the highest amounts. Great effort is
expended in the planting of cane, and great efforts in cultivation, weeding
and fertilization of cane are also made.

Next year, of course, as a result of better weather--because this weather
that has affected the harvest has on the other hand been favorable to
planting and cultivation--and as a result of better work, we will have a
greater availability of sugar than we had this year. Thus, we expect to
begin overcoming this setback in sugar production by next year. If next
year we overcome this point and continue to maintain a growing pace in all
other aspects, there is no doubt that our situation will continue to
improve considerably.  

We have had unfavorable weather that has greatly affected us. However, we
have not lacked for anything. It has not brought hunger in our country,
precisely because we have had the understanding and cooperation of the
socialist camp despite the fact that the sugar industry is our main
commodity.   Our people face this setback and face it determinedly
and resolutely to achieve new goals and objectives. The perspectives are
good as we can clearly see that we will emerge from this problem that we
have had this year. We will have more resources to defend ourselves from
these changes or phenomena of the weather.

Agriculture is of great importance to our country. And, agriculture has
those inconveniences that depend upon imponderable factors. To a certain
degree, men can foresee these factors--not in 1 day or 1 year, but rather
through hard work as we are carrying out in our country. During the current
year, the capacities of the dams in our country are greatly increasing. On
30 April, fulfilling a goal, an objective, a resolve, in a period of 18
months the Zaza dam was completed with a capacity of 1 billion cubic meters
of water.   The Jimaguayu dam was also completed. By 15 May the
Pedregal dam, the Youth dam, and the Alacranes dam in the northern part of
Las Villas Province with a capacity of 400 million cubic meters will be
completed. The possibilities of increasing the number of dams with a total
capacity of more than 1.7 billion cubic meters this year alone continue to
grow. They are beginning to retain water this spring. This water will be
destined for the cultivation of many products, mainly rice. Together with
the Zaza dam, a canal many kilometers long is being constructed for the
purpose of providing water to rice farms in July.

Thus, our country is laying solid foundations as it moves forward. There is
a program for constructing 500 dairies this year, a figure which we
contemplate increasing to 700 annually beginning in 1973.

Also underway is the program for the drainage system of highways, roads,
freeways. And industrial factories are being assembled--many of which have
been awaited for years.

So, conditions are being set for building the new factories our country
requires. Hand in hand with this there is serious work underway for drawing
up the 1973, 1974 and 1975 economic plans, and also for insuring the supply
of the means to guarantee the implementation of those plans. At the same
time, we shall begin studying--with all the data and experience gained--the
1975-80 5-year plan.

Thus we can tell the country that the revolution has been moving forward,
creating foundations and conditions for the work of forthcoming years in a
much more serious, secure manner.

At the start of the past decade what paraded here were tanks, artillery
armaments and men armed to the teeth. Who can forget 1959, 1960, 1961,
1962, Giron, the October crisis, rebel bands in virtually every province,
sabotage, crimes forcing us to invest the bulk of the country's energy in
the struggle.

Now we are incomparably stronger, now we are incomparably better defended.
Our revolutionary armed forces now have developed technologically,
organizationally, effectively in all fields. Over these years hundreds of
thousands of men have acquired the knowledge of weapons. Today our country
can mobilize and place under arms 500,000, 600,000 men in a matter of
hours.   Moreover, we could ask right here for all who have
received military training during these years to raise their hands.
  Practically all our people can be mobilized in a matter of
hours.   And thousands of cadres have studied intensively.

Our defense has grown stronger. Imperialism is no longer as powerful, not
in the least, as it was 10 years ago. We are not downgrading imperialism.
We despite it but we do not play it down or underestimate it. Vietnamese are lashing it, as a vanguard worker says. 

Imperialism is weaker, and the revolutionary camp is stronger. The
socialist camp is much more powerful. These factors, the correlation of
international forces, the strengthening of our defense apparatus allows us
to devote a considerable part of our effort to development in this decade.
And we feel sure the revolution will move forward in a sustained,
uncontainable manner.

Our relations with the countries of the socialist camp are stronger, more
solid, more developed. The level of ties, the level of communication and
comprehension is greater than at any time in the past. Moreover, the
economy of the socialist camp has developed, and it has developed
considerably over recent years.  

The road for us will not be easy, naturally, but it shares as a sure path,
if we work hard and perform our duty.

There is the possibility of combining our development, our development
plans with the socialist camp's development plans. This gives strength to
the revolution. This is important, above all it is important for the
imperialists. It is important for our position to be understood, and for
there not to be any confusion about it, as there is no reason for there to
be any in connection with the revolution's international position and our
position vis-a-vis imperialism.

The imperialists and some of its lackeys constantly get together to
cackle--about the problems of the OAS and all that. We respect the
countries and the governments that have shown more friendly positions
toward Cuba, for some countries have done this and have waged their
struggles.

Furthermore, imperialism has had increasing contradictions within the heart
of the OAS--its colonial ministry. But we do not take part in deals. We do
not connive. We do not support any reformist policy. We in our country,
concerning the concept of the international movement, support the
revolutionary policy. 
And in Latin America we favor a revolutionary policy, 
for we know that reformism resolves nothing, that the problems are to deep
and serious, and only genuine revolutions can resolve them. Imperialism
encourages reformism. And the more that imperialism's discredit mounts and
its influence is lost, the more its efforts will be aimed at discouraging
revolutions and at encouraging reforms, always striving to preserve its
domination as much as possible.

Let this be clear, we are thinking of revolutions. And we are encouraged to
see all contradicting manifestations, all-out oppositions to imperialism
among the governments that were imperialism's accomplices in expelling us
from the OAS--manifestations of a spirit of national independence, which
can become deep contradictions and which can go forward and become a
revolution.  

Cuba was not only expelled from the OAS, but Cuba was attacked
economically. Cuba was robbed of its sugar quota, which was distributed
like the sharing out of a victim among hungry buzzards. And like hungry
buzzards, oligarchical governments distributed among themselves the spoils
of Cuba's economy. They not only became accomplices but profiteers of the
economic aggression against Cuba,   of the imperialist aggression
carried out with the complicity of its partners.

Cuba was deeply wounded, attacked, affronted, and we have no interest in
halfway terms, we are interested in no deals of any king. We believe that
the peoples will have to demand accounting for these wrongdoings. And we
believe that some day Cuba's rights will have to be fully redeemed. And we
will not be satisfied except with the full redemption of Cuba's rights.

We are in no hurry, and we shall wait calmly, as we have a solid political
position, a solid revolutionary position. That is why we have not entered
into any kind of connivance.

Our stand confronting imperialism is well known and very clear. Imperialism
is showing its irritation. It was recently reported that Mr Nixon had
instructed his warships regarding Cuba's capture of a pirate ship.

Some U.S. papers have criticized his measures, his orders to ignore--beyond
the 3-mile limit--whether a ship had attacked Cuba. We can assure Nixon and
the Pentagon that we will chase any ship attacking Cuba as far as it is
necessary. The Pentagon's instructions--regardless of what they may
say--cannot scare us. But they have the guts to say that it a ship should
be attacked outside the 3-mile limit, even if the ship had attacked Cuba.
who do they think they are? Who do they
think they are? This does not scare us, so let them take all the necessary
measures if they do not want one of those ships to go to the bottom. When
we prevent an attack on our country it will be they who will have to take
measures.

If they are planning to provoke us or trick us, if they are planning to use
their warships against Cuba, let them not forget that they have the
Guantanamo base here, which is a part of our territory they have usurped.
They should not believe that because they have such a powerful fleet, they
can protect ships carrying out piratical attacks against our country,
because even if they have more ships, more powerful fleets, their ships,
airplanes and installations at the Guantanamo base are within range of our
artillery.  

And we say clearly: If they sink a Cuban warship while protecting pirate
ships, their installations and ships in Guantanamo will have to answer for
that action. nixon's policy
cannot be any more cynical, shameful. He is using all sorts of tactics to
achieve by diplomatic means what he has not been able to achieve by force.
He is trying to see how he can protect himself from one side so that he can
increase his aggression against countries such as Vietnam and Cuba.
 

Of course we have no doubt that the maneuvers of Mr Nixon will fail
completely. And to prevent confusion, let us repeat--confronting the
international schemers face to face--that we have full and absolute faith
in the Soviet Union's foreign policy.   And we know that the
maneuvers of Mr Nixon will clash with the principled policy of the Soviet
Union in the international field.  

So, the desperate efforts of this gentleman will not achieve anything. If
he thinks he can commit acts of violence, force, threat and blackmail
against small countries, he is mistaken. Let him remember Giron. Still
more, let him remember Vietnam. As if he had not had enough failures and
adventures, he has resumed the bombing of North Vietnam--not to save his
face, because not even his face can be saved now.

After 2 years of killing, after--not 2 years--almost 4 years of massacre
and bombing against the people of South Vietnam, he renews the bombing
against the north. For 4 years there was talk about an alleged
Vietnamization, which is the most cynical and shameful thing that has ever
been pronounced in international policy--the use of technical means,
preparing Vietnamese to fight against the Vietnamese fatherland and the
Vietnamese revolution.

All this had to be undone and is being undone. The patriots, the
revolutionary and liberation forces of the Vietnamese people--who a little
more than a month ago initiated explosive fighting against the imperialists
and their puppets--are virtually destroying the military mechanism which Mr
Nixon had been preparing there for some years. And they themselves can no
longer hide the fear, the terror, and horror of the puppets.

There is no news report which does not speak of the cluster of men on
buses, hanging from helicopters, trying to flee by any means. The puppet
army is disintegrating under the destructive blows of the revolutionary
forces in Vietnam, whose thrust is simply unstoppable.  

That is why Nixon criminally renews the bombings in the north. He again
bombs Vietnam, Hanoi, Vietnamese ports. He slays thousands of men, women
and children. He attacks the civilian population. Why? For what? In defense
of what? Imperialism still causes bloodshed by its adventures and misdeeds.
But is is unquestionably defeated. And the maneuvers of this political
busybody--we all know what a political busybody is and this is an election
year in the United States--will not prevent the defeat of the imperialists,
regardless of their threatening and arrogant declarations. They are
defeated and no one can stop their defeat.  

As an expression of our solidarity with the people of Vietnam, as soon as
the bombing was resumed our party offered the Vietnamese party and
government a medical brigade to help the victims of the bombing. A brigade
of Cuban doctors leaves for Vietnam Wednesday. It is composed of six
surgeons, three anesthetists and six nurses--15 Cubans who will be making
their modest contribution and trying to save some lives. If the Vietnamese
people need more doctors they will have more. If they need plasma and
blood, they will have our plasma and blood. 
Our solidarity, support and faith in the Vietnamese people and their
leadership have no conditions or bounds. And this is our position. Our
position regarding imperialism is upright. No secret talks. We have said
that we can wait as long as necessary--2 years, 6 years, 10 years. What
need do we have or relations with Yankee imperialism? What need do we have
of fixing things with Mr Nixon? We will wait quietly until realistic men
rule that country one day. I do not say revolutionary, only that they show
awareness of reality and that that country can no longer--as much as it
tries--continue to be gendarme of the world. Its crimes and maneuvers will
be defeated; they are defeated beforehand, they are doomed to failure.

We need to point out, as you already know from various news dispatches
published in the press, that we will begin a prolonged trip abroad in the
next few hours. We will visit nine countries. It is not that I like trips.
You know that for many years we have not moved, we have traveled much
through the provinces. Late last year we visited Chile. Our international
relations, the level of these relations, the present magnificent state of
our relations with the revolutionary movement, with the socialist
countries--and within the jsocialist countries especially the Soviet
Union--the interests of our country and the socialist camp inevitably
require the acceptance of the invitations we have received repeatedly for
years.

If acceptance of the invitations are divided, one country today and another
in a few months, the trips would than have to be frequent. For this reason
we have made every possible effort to answer in this trip--I am not saying
all only within the area we are going to visit--all the king, generous and
fraternal invitations extended to us.

For this reason we will begin a trip that will start with the Democratic
Republic of Guinea--a revolutionary bulwark of Africa-- , the
Republic of Algeria,   with which our country had had close ties
since the years when it was fighting bitterly for its independence--also a
bulwark of the revolutionary movement of the Arab countries--the socialist
republics of Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary  , Poland,  , the
GDR, Czechoslovakia, and the Soviet Union,   For us
this will be a long trip in which we will work to carry out the programs
that have been drafted. We waited until 1 May so as to be able to
participate with you in this workers holiday.  

There are still pending tasks. The harvest is still to be completed. There
are still 700 million arrobas of sugarcane to be cut. Measures have been
taken; instructions have been issued. On 7 May an assembly will be held,
with the sugar mills which still have cane to be cut, under the slogan of
the pressing irrevocable need of the country to cut even the last cane
because of the sugar problems we explained previously. We urge the workers,
especially the sugarcane workers and the macheteros, to fulfill this goal
which must be met and is vital to our revolution: to take the proper
measures to cut even the small cane that remains standing, even the last
cane weighing half a point must be cut.   And we propose this
objective as a commitment or our workers on this 1 May. On 7 May we will
not be able to participate in this assembly. The other comrades of the
revolutionary leadership will participate. The sugarcane planting program
must continue and this also applies to all the programs described.

Even though this trip will be long and hard, we consider that it will also
be made in a revolutionary, humane and fraternal spirit concerning the
parties and the peoples of the countries we shall visit. We will leave
confidently. The revolution is solid, strong. A revolution is not something
to be achieved in a day, in a year, it is forever. It is an eternal drama
in which the main actor is the people, the workers. A few years ago none of
us could think of leaving the country, due to the imperialists, their
threats, their things. This is not so today. Despite the imperialist
threats and problems, we know that there is a solid nation, a solid
revolution   and a solid leadership   with more than
enough men capable of accomplishing any task, handling any situation
 

Therefore, we bid you farewell for a while, until we soon meet again:
Fatherland or death, we will win.


Distinguished quests, comrades of the PCC Central Committee and of
the revolutionary government, workers, students: In the first place, we
wish to congratulate you for this wonderful demonstration on this date, for
the organization of the parade and for this great rally.  We wish to
congratulate the comrades of the party, the workers, the mass organizations
and the students for this victory.  This rally is of such magnitude that is
Comrade German Titov were in orbit now he would have been able to see it
perfectly.  We wish to thank you in the name of the party
comrades and in the name of the Moncada combatants, because with this
special May Day demonstration you wanted to commemorate the year of the
20th anniversary.  And actually, on this May Day we commemorate
the year of the 20th anniversary.  We are forced to recall what was
happening 20 years ago, how May Day used to be commemorated or how the 1953
May Day was commemorated.  Do you remember?  Maybe some of you do remember.
The students who paraded ahead of our workers surely do not remember,
because they were not born.  But, we have looked over some old newspapers
and we have brought three newspapers from that time.  An edition of the
daily HOY which used to defend the interests of the workers, 
dated 29 April 1953-- because the newspaper was neither published on 30
April nor on 1 May, but was published on 29 April and 2 May--carried the
following news items: Rafael Avila
urges the workers of the Cooperative of Allied Buses [COA] to a unified
struggle; our essential rights and our best accomplishments-- the product
of many years of struggle and sacrifice, frustration, blood and sweat-- are
being threatened by the signing of a decree-law, conceived and prepared for
the sole purpose of benefiting the wealthy owners of the COA, and for the
benefit of the Yankee corporation General Motors, the backbone of the
transportation monopoly, which for many years has been attempting to
establish itself in our capital.

Another news item: The restriction of the sugar harvest; hunger and poverty
for the workers; during the month of April some 20 sugar mills have
concluded grinding for the harvest, after having started in February.  A
brief comparison of the statistics of some of these mills indicate the
following results: Isabel "B" sugar mill--42 fewer days of work, Elia Sugar
mill--69 fewer days of work, Limones sugar mill--34 fewer days of work,
Cespedes sugar mill--56 fewer days of work, Borgita sugar mill--57.5 fewer
days of work.  This represents a 39.7 percent reduction of income, 31.8
percent, 47.8 percent and 49.5 percent respectively.  In other words, from
1/3 to 1/2 less income for the workers.  This is the victory of the sugar
policies of the government and of the wealthy owners for which a social
ceremony is announced in honor of President Batista, organized by the
directors of the Association of Sugar Mill Owners, of the Association of
Landowners and of the official National Federation of Sugar Workers.

Another news item: Attention!  Amnesty of Aracelio Iglesias' murderer being
planned.  Here is a headline: Workers rally at the university stadium being
convoked.  May Day rally organized.  Important meeting of leaders of labor
sections.  The event will definitely take place, announces the Federation
of University Students.  On that day two events were organized, one at the
Central Organization of Cuban Workers [CTC] where the leaders who had sold
out and surrendered to the government and the representatives of the
government met, and an event organized by the students at the university
stadium.

The news dealing with May Day in the daily HOY published on 2 May 1953 read
as follows: Despite
the sabotage and official repression, the stadium event was held.
Energetic and combative attitude of the masses in the face of threats and
misleading campaigns.  Extraordinary display of police forces.  The masses
gave ovations to the anti-imperialist and prounity statements of the
student speakers. 
How was that May Day commemorated?  If the wind allows me because the newspaper is very
old, I will read you a report on the event, of the atmosphere of the event.
This is a headline: Havana, a city under siege.

International Labor Day found Havana with the entire aspect of a city under
siege.  To make good the threats that no other celebration should take
place except those of the clique organized by Mujal by government order and
with government money, the government repressive forces were deployed on
all the streets of the city, even far beyond the places authorized for the
events.

Pairs of police and military intelligence agents could be found at every
corner, along with agents of the investigations service and common soldiers
in civilian clothes; they cruised around more often than the urban transit
buses.  Infanta Street--especially from Carlos III to San Lazaro, and from
there to the university, was virtually covered with police.  Two policemen
were at every corner; another pair was in the middle of every block, and
four patrol cars cruised from one end of the street to the other.

But that was only the uniformed men, for we saw "street vendors" lottery
sellers, and so forth, who never moved from their sports at the
intersections leading to the university stadium all morning.  The workers
moved relentlessly toward the university individually, in pairs, or in
small groups.  Men and women from all the city's districts, shops and
factories converged continually toward the university stadium, despite the
transportation problem and the police barricades.  Several thousand persons
filled the stadium.

When the throng of workers who filled the stadium departed, there were
tense moments.  The bulk of the workers emerged through San Rafael Street,
covering several blocks.  And, with the same stolid serenity with which
they entered the stadium, they again penetrated through the wall of
policemen, caring little about the edginess of some of the repressive
agents nor the threatening machinegun barrels poking out from the patrol
cars at the intersection.

One May is celebrated in Santiago de Cuba.  The police attacked the
rallies.  There were arrests and detentions.  But 1 May, Labor Day, was
commemorated while the official event failed. 

A rightist paper reports on 1 May: Under Batista the
working class has a great champion of its hopes, Dr.  Carlos Saladrigas.
Labor Day is commemorated at the Palace of the CTC.  Speeches of the
minister and the labor leaders.  and on the same page; on
that same day, a report on education which states: The formula of the table of organizations that is under study is not
whimsical.  The education minister added that a cut in the education budget
of more than 10 million pesos places the department in an inexorable
plight.  This is constantly worrying Education Minister Dr Andres Rivero
Aguero, because he is against a single layoff being ordered and against a
reduction of the wages of teachers who are earnestly performing an
extraordinary, fully scholastic service. 
In other words, near 1 May 20 years ago a 10 million-peso budget cut was
being announced, and they were trying to explain
how they would face that cut without a cut in wages or layoffs.

These brief reports give us an idea of how 1 May 1953 was, when we were
preparing for the assault on Moncada Barracks.  And it shows us
the difference, in spite of the economic blockade, the vast difference
between that 1 May and this one.

At that time the workers were divided by tyranny.  The stanchest workers
were celebrating 1 May at the university stadium with the police ringing
the university and the workers.  Today we were able to see our workers
parade with their characteristic enthusiasm--180,000 of
them--through this Plaza de la Revolucion.

Today we were able to see how the workers, university students, and the
militiamen march unitedly.  And, above all, we witnessed how this parade of
our people united was headed by the students of the basic secondary rural
schools and the Lenin Vocational School. 

We are not rich, but in the years of this revolution, the education budget
has not been reduced once.  The public health budget has never been cut.
Outlays for education have increased every year, as have the outlays for
public health, pensions and public services in general.  And this has been
the case in good years as well as bad; in years when the sugar prices has
been high or low.

We see how the new generation is being molded year after year.  We have
seen more and more new schools rise up--by the dozens, and at the present
time by the hundreds, each year.

And that is why in commemorating this anniversary of Moncada Barracks, our
party, our combatants, our people are proud to see two generations of
workers parading today: The workers of today made up of the masses, which
under the banners of their unions parade before this stand, and the workers
of tomorrow, who already are part of the workers of today,  our
students who at an early age are at the same time workers and students.

The men who best represent the nation are here at this event today, in
which our people meet to commemorate the International Labor Day.  Present
on this stand are the more outstanding workers of the nation, the more
advanced workers, presided over by the national work heroes.  The
more outstanding "million" brigades of canecutters are present on this
stand.  A "million" brigade of women, canecutters, the members of the
Miriana Grajales Brigade, are present on this stand.  Comrade
Victoria Miranda, among other work heroes, is present on the stand.
 She is the first woman in the history of our fatherland to ever
cut 100,000 arrobas of cane in one harvest.  Present on this
stand also, among many other outstanding citizens, are the comrades who
made up the medical brigade that was in Vietnam during the more difficult
days of the war,  and the crew members of our freighters Imias
and Yique which remained in Haiphong during the more difficult weeks of the
Yankee bombings. 

It is in this manner that we commemorate this May Day, with the masses
impelled by honesty, by work, by the achievements of our workers.  It is in
this manner the new youth commemorates May Day--the youth of those schools
which attained the vanguard status in each of the provinces: the May Day
School of Las Villas Province which won first place nationally ,
and gave credit to its name, May Day; the Batalla de Maltiempo School of
Oriente Province ; the Ignacio Agramonte School of Camaguey
Province ; the Mariscal Sucre School of Matanzas Province
; The Republic of Bulgaria School of Havana Province ;
the Comandante Pinares School of Pinardel Rio Province ; the
Havana Vanguard School of Isle of Pines ; the Carlos (Gliegnesch)
School, which was invited because of its study and work achievements
; and the vocational school of outstanding students with the
glorious name of Lenin .

It is in this spirit so different to that 20 years ago that our workers
celebrate their international day.  But, at the same time, what is the
current status of our labor movement? We now have
40,847 trade union sections with 2,024,000 workers, of which 79 percent are
men and 21 percent women; they are supervised by the 164,000 members of
their executive committees.  National conferences have been held to
establish the trade unions and we now have 21 national trade unions
organized in accordance with the various labor sectors of the country.  It
would be impossible to enumerate the number of factories and work centers
that have fulfilled and overfulfilled their production goals in all sectors
of the economy in commemoration of this May Day,  There are so
many that it is impossible to name them in this event.

How our workers study.  In 1972 there were 166,021 workers registered in
schools.  Today we have 517,803 workers studying at all levels of adult
education, professional and technical training, centers of higher learning
and courses of technical training.  The 13th congress registration was
mainly responsible for this accomplishment.  These statistics demonstrate
that 27.3 percent of the total number of Cuban workers are presently
registered in cultural and technical training.

At the present there are 15,000 workers enrolled in the specially
supervised introductory and regular courses in our universities.  Another
factor that should be noted is the technical and professional educational
work, through the enrollment of 11,154 workers in the industrial
technological institutes and the economy administration schools and
institutes.

Across the country there are 18,327 classes at working centers with 24,218
working and vocational teachers.  There are 12,656 schools and child-care
centers that are being sponsored.  The labor movement includes 68,259
school-going and nonschool-going Pioneer guides.

Last year there were 963 cultural groups made up of 8,357 workers who were
amateur artists.  Yet this year we have 3,105 groups made up of 21,604
workers.  We have 5,776 sports advisory councils made up of 22,173
activists.

We have made similar gains in protecting the workers' health in work and
social conditions.

Pursuant to the principle of selling products in accordance with workers'
merit, the union section shave distributed a total of 2,057,962 electrical
home appliances worth 237 million pesos.

During 1972, 47,394 family groups have enjoyed vacations at Varadero,
Guanabo, El Salado, Santa Maria del Mar and Santa Lucia; this is a total of
178,126 workers and their families.  A total of 66,296 have benefitted from
Resolution No 88--free meals based on the level of family income.  And
6,862 have been exempted from the urban reform, in keeping with Resolution
No. 30.

Volunteer work: Plus-work brigades.  There are 1,058 plus-work construction
brigades made up of 27,619 workers distributed throughout the provinces.
These microbrigades currently are building 23,312 housing units, of which
almost 10,000 have been completed. 

Harvest: Voluntary canecutters.  In this 1973 harvest, there are 1,467
brigades made up of 49,230 voluntary canecutters who were organized by the
respective union sand the CTC battalions.  Up to 15 April the brigades had
cut 1,007 million arrobas of all types of cane--the highest amount of cane
cut up to this date  and the average amount cut per man daily was
236 arrobas.

The competitive drive "four steps of the million [million arrobas of cane]:
Up to 28 April net the following results: Pledged brigades, 773 number of
brigade members, 26,500.  The outstanding brigades were: Evelio Rodriguez
Curbelo of the National Domestic Trade Union, which cut 6 million arrobas;
 Ho Chi Minh brigade of regular canecutters, 5 million;
.  Of one, two, and three-tenths of a million-arroba cutters,
there is a total of 316.  The outstanding three-tenths-of- million cutters
are: Raul Gutierrez Alonzo, of the National Transportation Union;
 and Roberto Tamayo, of the National Construction Union.


It is with that spirit that our working class is commemorating this 1 May.
And this year is also significant because the 13th CTC congress will be
held.  This will be an all-important congress in those matters of
interest to the workers and the revolution will be taken up by the workers
with the experience and conscientiousness they have gained over these
years.  There is an on-going movement in support of that congress.  Many
working centers are busy drawing up their goals and plans for that event.
And our workers are working to make it a success right down the line.


At the same time, this 20th anniversary of the assault on Moncada Barracks
and this 1 May are being observed at a special moment in international
affairs.

On the one hand, this present time is marked by the achievement of the
Vietnamese people, who  succeeded in imposing the peace
settlement agreements on the United States. 

It is true that peace in Indochina has not been fully attained.  It is true
that imperialist agents are committing and have committed thousands of
cease-fire violations.  And it is true that cruel bombings are still being
carried out against the Cambodian revolutionaries.  But, without doubt,
despite these realities, despite the need to continue giving the Vietnamese
people and the rest of the nations of Indochina all the support of the
international labor movement, it is a fact that the imperialists were
forced to sign those peace agreements.

Together with those world events, we have events taking place in this
continent, trends that are developing in Latin America.  We are no longer
living as we did in 1959.  We no longer live as we did during the year of
the mercenary invasion at Giron.  We no longer live as we did during the
year of the October crisis.  During those days, imperialist control in
Latin America was extremely powerful.

During those days, the breaking of relations with Cuba was the customary
thing to do, the blockades, the accords of the OAS, and this institution
was at the peak of its influence as the ministry of Yankee colonies.

During those days, very few years of existence were forecast for the Cuban
revolution.  The imperialists thought they could step on us as if we were a
cockroach, that our country would not be able to endure the blockade, that
it would not be able to get ahead.  The failure of the revolution was being
thought of as a sure thing.  However, these times of 1972 and 1973 are
different times.  What is being discussed today is not whether Cuba should
or should not be in the OAS, whether Cuba should or should not be
readmitted to the OAS.  What is being discussed today is whether the OAS
should or should not continue to exist. 

We were sure that it was a matter of waiting patiently and firmly.  What is
or what should be the position of our country on this problem?  And why?
Some countries proposed different initiatives in connection with the OAS
and Cuba.  These initiatives had one positive objective and constituted an
affront to the influence of the United States within the OAS.  They
constituted a rebellious gesture in the face of the impositions of the
United States, first, by declaring that any Latin American country has the
right to establish relations with Cuba independent of the OAS.  This path
has been followed by several countries.

Now, should Cuba return to the present OAS? Is
there any citizen in this country who believes that Cuba should return to
the present OAS?  This is eminently the reasoning of
our people and of our party leadership.  We wish to thank the
different countries which, with a positive spirit, proclaimed the right of
our country to be a member of that regional organization, but we cannot nor
should we ever return to the OAS.  Is it a case wherein we are
opposed to the existence of a regional organization?  No, we are not
opposed to the existence of a regional organization made up of Latin
American countries and English-speaking Caribbean countries, and excluding
the United States. 

We are ready to become a member of a regional organization that, in the
first place does not have its headquarters in Washington but in a Latin
American location,  a regional organization that would defend the
interests of Latin American nations and English-speaking Caribbean nations
in the face of imperialist aggression, in other words, in the face of U.S.
aggression,  a regional organization that fights for the unity of
our peoples,  and there is no reason for the United States to be
a member of that regional organization.  With the United States,
we must discuss matters on an equal level,  namely, as an
organization representing Latin American nations and English-speaking
Caribbean nations having the strength that such a representation of nations
must have in order to discuss with one that has exploited us, has attacked
us and has been our enemy over a period of 15 years. 

We repeat that the time we spend waiting until the Latin American
countries--be they revolutionary, progressive, or nationalist governments
and not socialist--reach the same conclusion as ours is of no importance.
 Our country has the right and the moral authority to speak in
this manner.  If there is a land on this continent, if there is a
nation that escaped the clutches of the United States, a nation that, under
very difficult circumstances, escaped becoming one more state or a colony
of the United States, that land is Cuba and those people are the Cuban
people. 

There are some facts that cannot be denied, that are too objective and too
eloquent.  The United States has a history of expansionism, a history of
expanding its power and its resources at the expense of the Latin American
nations.  To a greater or lesser degree, all Latin American
nations have suffered the consequences of U.S. aggression.  One of those
which suffered the most was Mexico, from which they stole the Texas region
in 1836 and New Mexico and California in 1848.  Thus, Mexico's territory
was reduced by more than half and, at her expense, the United States
enlarged its territory.

Regarding Cuba, the United States had intentions of seizing it since the
beginning of the century.  Since 1808, there was talk in the United States
in connection with seizing Cuba.  Those intentions prevailed practically
over a period of a century.  In other words, until they almost accomplished
it.  There were some during those days who said that Cuba-- just as an
apple blown off the tree by the wind would have to fall on the ground
although it might not want to--would inevitably fall in the hands of the
United States, once separated from Spain.  During the middle of the
century, there was a strong proannexation movement in Cuba, that is,
favoring annexation to the United States.

During those days, and as proof once more that the method of production
determines the policy, it was precisely the institution of slavery and the
demands of the landowners to maintain slavery in our country that most
encouraged the proannexation movement and the campaign to unite Cuba and
the United States.

Then can the War of Secession between the North and South of the United
States, between the proslave states and the industrial states.  As a
consequence of this, the annexation movement fails and is followed by the
beginning of the 10-year war, which was the first major struggle for our
independence.  But the United States had to for a moment abandoned the
intention of taking possession of Cuba.  Some 15 years--17 years to be
exact--after the 10-year war failed, the struggle for independence begins
once again, organized by Marti.

What were the fundamental objectives of that struggle?  These objectives
were expressed most clearly by Marti.  It was necessary to make Cuba
independent before the United States, in possession of Cuba, hurled itself
with this additional strength on the peoples of Latin America.  Those who
fought for our independence always live with this sword hanging over their
heads--the sword of U.S. intervention and the possibility that Cuba might
be seized by the United States.

Marti, who was one of the men who most clearly and most intelligently
delved into all these problems, said it, so there was no doubt.  The danger
that the United States might take possession of Cuba had to be avoided.
And our history is well known.  It is well known how the principal
organizers of that struggle died; how Marti died; how Maceo died; how other
numerous revolutionary leaders died.  And how, at the end of that war, when
Spain was already virtually exhausted, the United States intervenes in that
war, takes possession of Puerto Rico, takes possessions of the Philippines
and takes possession of Cuba.  In Cuba, they were not able to take over in
a definitive manner because in Cuba there had been a very hard struggle and
because in Cuba a very strong national awareness and a very strong
revolutionary awareness had been created.  But, before leaving Cuba, the
United States took possession of a price of our territory in the Quantanamo
area and also imposed the Platt Amendment on us, which gave it the right to
intervene in our country.  In addition, the United States imposed a trade
agreement on us to make itself the owner of and controller of our trade.
The United States took advantage of that intervention to establish absolute
control over our economy, taking possession not only of the major financial
sources, the major banks, the public services, the railroads, the mines,
the major industries and the best lands of our country. In other words, at the end of our war of independence the United States had
imposed Guantanamo base on us and had imposed the Platt Amendment on us and
had taken possession of our economy.  This situation continued to worsen
until 1959.

During this century, what country has not experienced aggression by the
United States?  In Mexico, the United States intervened again and landed
calmly in Veracruz as a result of the revolutionary events in that brother
country.  It has intervened more than once in Santo Domingo.  It intervened
in Haiti.  It intervened in Nicaragua.  The United States attacked Colombia
and took possession of the Isthmus of Panama.  During this same period of
history, its capital gradually penetrated all Latin America and it
gradually seized our peoples' natural resources.  That is how the United
States took possession of Chilean copper, of Peruvian silver and copper.
That is how it seized Venezuelan petroleum.  That is how it took possession
of the resources of our economy.  That is how the United States gained
control of strategic points in our development and imposed this policy on
us during these years.

The United States was able to establish on this continent a kind of
sovereignty--a complete hegemony--complete control.  And this process was
carried out over a period of 150 years, which was the period during which
the United States gradually developed its influence and its power at the
expense of the Latin American peoples.

There is a point--a moment in history--in which this process which lasted
150 years began to change.  And that point in history, that moment in
history, was 1 January 1959. 

Cuba not only succeeded--as a result of many factors, among them the
heroism of its revolutionary militants throughout more than 100
years--succeeded in preventing its being absorbed by the United States,
thanks to the struggles of Cespedes, Agramonte, Maceo, Maximo Gomex, and
thanks to the struggle of Jose Marti. 

Cuba liberated itself from the extremely sad destiny of being absorbed by
the United States.  But not only that.  Cuba--which was in the greatest
danger of that happening --is precisely the place, the point where all that
process of 150 years of history of U.S. expansion and development of
hegemony in Latin America found a limit, found a historic change.  Because
this very Cuba became the first country to shake itself from that yoke, to
liberate itself from that influence, to liberate itself from that hegemony.


Cuba was the first Latin American country where the United States could not
continue imposing its laws, its will nor its whims.  Cuba was the first
Latin American country to recover its natural resources which were in the
hands of Yankee imperialists,  the first to recover its lands, to
recover its banks and to recover the strategic centers of the
economy--which at a given moment ceased to be the property of U.S.
monopolies to become the property of the Cuban people. 

It was logical for the imperialists not to resign themselves to that
situation, to organize blockades and acts of aggression against our
country.  It was logical for them to try to make that act of rebellion,
that contempt against the empire's power, fail.  It is logical for them to
resort to their diplomatic, financial and political influence.  It is
logical that they resorted to their ministry of colonies--the OAS--and
forced it to declare that Marxism-Leninism was incompatible with
participation in the OAS.

That was one of the most absurd, most capricious and most arbitrary
measures the United States ever imposed on a group of nations.  And as a
proof of its power, there is the fact that it was able to impose that
accord on almost all Latin American countries, except Mexico.

The United States was unable to impose on Mexico a break in relations with
Cuba.  With the exception of Mexico  which at least, even if it
did not develop many of its ties with us, if it did not make special
efforts to develop its economic and fraternal bonds with revolutionary
Cuba, it must be said that it at least firmly resisted the U.S. imposition
and refused to break relations with Cuba. 

Of course this doe snot mean that Mexico is not a country where the
influence of Yankee monopolies is powerful.  The Mexican people and that
country's leader, judging by their statements and public actions, are
noting with increasing concern the dangers and consequences of the enormous
economic penetration of that country by the imperialist interests.

But the fact is that the United States imposed that shameful decision and
the declaration that Marxism-Leninism was incompatible with the OAS on
other countries.  We call this because during a recent OAS meeting, a
majority of countries adopted an agreement that virtually annuls that
principle, admitting the possibility that there could be in the OAS
countries that have different social systems.  In other words, now in the
fact of the failure of the imperialist policy, in the face of the OAS
failure, it has been admitted that in fact in Latin America there can be
governments with different social systems.  That is a refutation of the
imposition put on them by the United States several years ago and
demonstrates the crisis affecting that organization.

However, the problem now is not whether a country has the right to belong
to that organization.  It must be seen if a revolutionary country such as
Cuba--after its long historic experience--can consider that such an
organization is worthy of having it as a member. 

Cuba was the historic change, and the place where the flat of a Latin
American country was raised to put an end to U.S. hegemony and to an
uninterrupted 150 years process of expansion and imposition on Latin
American countries.

Today other countries are already facing the United States.  We have the
case of the Chilean Government,  the result of the Popular Unity
triumph, which has declared its objective of developing socialism in that
country.  It is no longer one country, but two which speaks of socialism.

We have the case of the fraternal country of Peru  which is
recovering its sovereignty over the country's essential resources, which
expelled IPC, which is recovering its sovereignty over the petroleum
resources.  And Peru declared itself determined to carry out a sovereign
and independent policy.  Moreover, it is implementing a series of
fundamental economic and social measures.

We have the case of the fraternal people of Panama.  They are
strongly demanding their rights to sovereignty over the Panama Canal
Zone--that zone which Yankee imperialists seized by their acts of
aggression and through their haughtiness toward our peoples.  The demands
of the Panamanian people for sovereignty over the canal have never had so
much moral strength and greater support from international opinion.

And we have seen how in recent days, as a result of the almost unanimous
vote of the other members of the UN Security Council, the United States
found itself in the situation of having to resort to the right of veto
against the recommendations of the Security Council.  Therefore,
more and more countries are adopting a strong and a firm attitude against
the imperialist haughtiness.

And that is why we say that following 1 January 1959 a decisive new path
was taken in this continent's history.  We do not believe that Chile, Peru
and Panama will be the only countries to do so.  Others to a greater or
lesser extent are working out ore independent policies.  They are working
out policies different from the ones they had been following until a few
years ago.

What does this mean?  In the first place it is a matter of principle.  We
strongly believe that socialism is the only way to solve the problems of
our backward and exploited countries.  We believe that socialism
is the only way to implement the necessary changes and the necessary unity
of all of our peoples.  But that does not mean that socialism will suddenly
arrive in Latin America.  This does not imply that overnight the Latin
American countries will suddenly change all of their current political
systems to follow socialism.  There will be various processes, and each one
of them will have its own characteristics.  Some countries may be more
advanced on the revolutionary path and other countries may be more
backward.  Some will become aware more quickly than others, but one way or
another all of the Latin American countries and their governments will
become aware of these facts. and for a time there will be different kinds
of government.  There will be socialist governments such as Cuba's; there
will be governments planning to carry ahead a socialist process such as
Chile; there will be governments which will not immediately propose a
socialist program; but structural changes will be proposed and the defense
of certain interests will be proposed vis-a-vis the United States.

What does this mean?  Does it mean that there can be ways of cooperation
between Cuba and other Latin American countries, although those countries
have not yet reached socialism?  We believe so.  We believe many ways of
cooperation can be developed between the Cuban revolution and other Latin
American governments if those governments assume an attitude of
independence, of sovereignty and defense of their national interests
vis-a-vis the United States of America. 

We do not demand socialism as a condition.  We know that socialism will
come sooner or later, because this is an inevitable law of history.  And we
are calm, because we know that it will not be capitalism that will come on
in the future.  We know that it will not be colonialism, we know that it
will not be imperialism.  The future belongs entirely to socialism.  We are
absolutely positive of that and we are calm. 

We are sure that ways of cooperation can be developed with countries
following an independent foreign policy and defending their national
interests vis-a-vis Yankee imperialism.  And within that framework of
relation there can be many points of cooperation among the different Latin
American countries.  The self-respecting governments, the governments
following an independent policy, the governments defending their national
interests vis-a-vis imperialism will enjoy our total respect and with those
countries we are prepared to coordinate ways to act vis-a-vis the United
States. 

This naturally does not exclude the sympathy and the support of the Cuban
revolution toward the Latin American revolutionaries fighting against
oligarchic or reactionary governments at the service of the imperialist
policies on this continent. 

We clearly state this policy of our revolution.  We do not think that the
Latin American revolution is just around the corner.  We do not think that
our peoples have an easy job ahead.  There are changes and important
events.  We have, for example, the situation in Argentina where undoubtedly
a popular type of victory has taken place.  That is to say, the national
majorities have spoken out at the polls in favor of important political
changes in that country.

We are aware of the crisis underway in Uruguay and the confrontation that
took place between the oligarchic government and that country's armed
forces and which still has not resulted in clear and unobjectionable
formulas.  But important events are taking place which can be translated
into a powerful current of changes.  But no, under no circumstances do
these changes constitute an easy way, an easy task.  There may be some
progress and there may be some setbacks.  History will relentlessly follow
its course, and it will not be a smooth or easy one.  Our country will
observe these events and advance its international policies in accordance
with them, encouraging every manifestation of independence, encouraging a
combative spirit in Latin America against imperialism, and encouraging the
countries as they become aware--to a greater or lesser degree--of their
realities and of their struggles vis-a-vis imperialist interests.  This
means that in the future forms of cooperation may arise between the Cuban
revolution and other Latin American governments, although they are not
socialist.

I have just mentioned several examples of the cooperation which we have
already offered: our support of the Peruvian Armed Forces Revolutionary
Government; our support of the Panamanian Government.  We also
were pleased to note how the Venezuelan Government canceled the commercial
agreement which had subjected that country's economy to U.S. interests.
 In other words, it subjected Venezuela's commercial interests.
And in the same way, if tomorrow a serious conflict should arise between
the Venezuelan Government [and the United States] regarding its attitude
concerning its natural resources--basically its oil--if tomorrow a serious
conflict should arise between the Venezuelan Government and the imperialist
monopolies over the oil, our country would support the Venezuelan
Government, regardless of the economic system current in that country.


Our revolution has supported the basic claims of the Latin American
peoples, as for example, in defense of their sea resources and in defense
of their natural resources.  In international economic organizations
representatives of the Cuban revolution have supported the basic claims of
Latin American countries in relation to problems such as the unequal trade
with the United States and the industrialized countries, the lack of any
tariffs taking into account the problems of Latin American countries and
the underdeveloped world.  We have backed the Latin American people
vis-a-vis the U.S. intention of getting rid of its excess strategic
minerals which will result in serious damages to the economies of the Latin
American countries.  We have backed those countries protesting the U.S.
intention of placing the burden of its financial and monetary crises on
them.  There are many points in common where our country can join its
efforts to those of other Latin American countries, because this is a
process of struggle against imperialism regardless of the economic system
ruling in those countries.

We also know that road is a long one, and we also know that we must have
enough determination to know how to wait.  And we also know that the
history of the United States is not a history in common with the Latin
American people, but one which is contradictory to our people and
antagonistic to our people.

The interests of Latin America and of the English-speaking Caribbean
countries demand that they join their efforts and their voices in a
regional organization that can look out for their interests.  And we will
be ready to support any initiative that will take the OAS out of the United
States, that will create a regional organization that is different.  I
repeat, an organization that can defend the interests of our people and
that will struggle for the unity of our people.  We will be willing to join
such an organization. 

This is the clear and final position of our party and our people.  We
realize that the struggle is still long, that the struggle is hard.  The
imperialists, despite their crisis, do not cease to dream up ways and more
ways to retard our process.  At this moment it is being said that the
secretary of state will visit eight or 10 Latin American countries. we
would like to know what Mr. Nixon is able to offer the Latin American
people, and what magic words will he use to try to change the present
reality.

We know quite well that Nixon is a reactionary man with backward ideas; a
strong defender of private capital and of monopolistic interests.  We know
that Nixon will have no systems in Latin America other than those that are
based on private investment.  Nixon is no less than a defender of
monopolies and capitalists.  He represents these interests and this
ideology.  We know that the difference between U.S. imperialism and Latin
American interests is impossible to overcome.

We are certain that all imperialist maneuvers in the diplomatic field are
bound to fail.  But, at the same time, we know that the United States is
trying other schemes.  For instance, it is seeking three objectives in its
relations with Brazil.  First, it is dumping its surplus capital in a large
Latin American area where there is an abundance of cheap labor, where it
can make more profit.

In the second place, it is developing a capitalist model based on the
penetration of monopolistic capital and on the inhumane exploitation of the
people.  Figures are shown to provide how Brazilian economy is growing.
This economy is increasingly controlled by Yankee monopolies.  But no
figure is shown on unemployment, illiteracy or death from sickness and
hunger.  These figures are not important to the monopolies.  This is not
their concern.

The third objective of the United States in Brazil is the creation of
military power that can serve the United States as an instrument in
relation to other Latin American people.  This is a very clear objective of
the U.S. policy regarding Brazil--the creation of what has been called a
subempire that will constitute an imperialist enclave in South America,
that will serve to halt the liberation movement among other countries of
the continent.  Of course, the imperialists have not had the support of the
Brazilian workers or people, who will defeat this plan in the long run.  We
are fully convinced that the people of Brazil will have the last word,
although the reactionary Brazilian Government is now the No. 1 ally of the
imperialist U.S.  Government.

The United States tries to scare our peoples, but history teaches that a
people who are determined to defend their rights, a people who have charted
their path, cannot be diverted from their path by any force or anyone.  And
the Cuban revolution is an example of this. 

We have wanted to take advantage of this 20th anniversary, or this 1 May,
to present our party's and revolutionary government's position regarding
Latin America and the OAS.  It is necessary to insist on these points in
order to clarify them.  We say this because some have always tried to
distort the Cuban revolution's position.  There are always limitless
interpretations for each statement made by the revolution.

When Comrade Allende visited us, we explained that the Guantanamo issue was
not the main matter in our mind, but that the common problems of Latin
America were.  We said then that whenever we had to talk with the United
States it would be about Cuban- Latin American problems first of all, and
that Cuban relations with the United States could not improve as long as
the United States insisted on creating a gendarme power in Latin America.

Some international press agencies took advantage of this statement to say
that Cuba had softened its position.  The reverse was true: Cuba had
hardened its position.  What we wanted to say was that to us the
Guantanamo base was not basic.  This does not mean that we have ceased to
demand its return.  We will always demand the return of this
piece of Cuban territory that was taken from us by force.

What we meant then was that the policy of the Cuban revolution could not
support selfish, chauvinistic positions; that Guantanamo was not more
important to the Cuban revolution than is the rest of Latin America,
because the rest of Latin America is our greater fatherland, to which we
will belong tomorrow. 

In this modern world, with modern techniques and modern weapons, Guantanamo
has no strategic value.  The United States is maintaining its base there
simply to show its force, as a means of humiliating our country.  But, of
course, the United States is more concerned over losing hegemony in Latin
America than keeping the Guantanamo base.  "At any moment the United States
could become willing to give up Guantanamo, and this would be all.  But
this is not our position.  We do not want anything to do with selfish
chauvinism.  WE cannot say that our problem has been resolved when we get
back the Guantanamo base if the United States continues to invade Santo
Domingo, to intervene in various ways in the affairs of Latin American
countries, to attack Chile and Peru, to maintain its control of the Panama
Canal.

These moral matters, these matters of principle, are more important to us
than is the Guantanamo base.  There cannot be an improvement of
relations between Cuba and the United States, therefore, as long as the
United States continues to exercise sovereignty over Latin America, while
it continues to police the rest of this continent.  This is the main
problem, in our opinion.

Our country has problems.  It is suffering an economic blockade.  We could
obtain partial advantages if the blockade ended; but we repeat that our
problems are not the basic ones.  The basic problems are the Latin American
problems.  We have said very clearly regarding the blockade that we do not
refuse dialog, but that we will not talk as long as the blockade continues.
This is clear. let no one beat out his brain to find out what Cuba thinks
of all of this.  We are not interested in receiving any U.S.
representative.  We say quite clearly that we will not discuss anything
with the United States while the blockade continues.  If they want a
dialog, they must unconditionally end the blockage first.

This is the position that we have always maintained, the position we now
defend, the position that we shall always hold fast to, because this is the
only honorable position that our people can maintain.  Another
thing we have said is that whenever we get down to talking we will not be
talking about the problems of Cuba, but about the problems of Latin America
before anything else.  These are the two positions of the Cuban revolution.


The imperialists might be asking by what power will the Cuban revolution
maintain this position.  The Cuban revolution counts on its morale to
defend its position.  It counts on its dignity.  It counts on its ability
to struggle and to wait.  It counts on its ability to recognize the
interests of the future, the universal interests above our own particular
interest.  We will firmly observe this policy and we will wait
all the time necessary.

Our country experienced very hard times which we do not forget: the early
times of the revolution, those of Giron, the October crisis, the past and
present difficulties.  Our people know them very well.  But they also know
they are defending a cause of great historical value, that we are not only
defending the interests of this generation but also of the future
generations of our fatherland.  We are defending not only the
interests of the Cuban people, but also the interests of the other brother
peoples of Latin America. 

In the Bible there was the famous example of the man who sold his
birthright for a plate of lentils.  The Cuban people will never sell their
cause for any plate of lentils. 

Let us say, with full spirit of justice, that this is not a merit that
belongs only to our people.  We form part of the revolutionary world, of a
world that has fought and fights, a world of which Vietnam forms a part;
the Vietnam which waged such an heroic battle against imperialism
 and which has rendered such great services to the human race.

We are the heirs of our own traditions, of course, of the patriotic and
nationalistic traditions of '68 and '95, but we are also heirs of the
international traditions of Marx and Engels, heirs of Lenin's glorious
October Revolution. 

We are now part of these traditions and we find support in them.  We are
part of that force and we find support in it.  Our people deeply feel a
patriotic spirit and love for their own history, mingled with the purest
and most universal of the human race's revolutionary feelings, of the
internationalist feeling based on Marxism-Leninism. 

One day, one day, the OAS said that Marxism-Leninism was incompatible with
the OAS and today, this 1 May, we say the OAS is incompatible with
Marxism-Leninism. 

The OAS is incompatible with the dignity of our peoples.  It is
incompatible with the interests of our peoples.  It is incompatible with
the future of Latin America.

Cuban workers, young Cubans, students, in your hands is a very beautiful
flag.  The combatants of the Moncada--whose 20th anniversary is approaching
--on this 1 May we say to you, with satisfaction and pride: This
is the flat that the revolution has given to you.  This is the flag of the
Moncada.  Keep it aloft and carry it victoriously. 
Fatherland or death.  We shall win. 




Compatriots: We know how many hours you already have spent standing
on this square. We only ask one more effort from you. When
Well, let us now give another demonstration of discipline. Let us
be silent.

As I was saying, or trying to say, when we were coming to this rally this
afternoon we could again see the incredible spectacle of absolutely
deserted streets. We could imagine, or rather, I ask myself if we could
imagine, the magnitude of this rally. We thought it must be a big one. We
thought it would be the biggest over the 21 years of the revolution.
Actually, however, it was impossible to imagine the magnitude of this
rally. Perhaps only from the tower , perhaps from the air, perhaps only graphically by means of the
movies, television or photographs we will be able to see this rally. 
I do not say this or make this observation thinking of what it mans in
support for us. I say it and I think it, thinking of what it means in
support for our noble and just revolutionary ideas,   what it
means in support for our revolutionary cause.  

It was a case of showing our strength, but not just to merely show it. A
battle of the masses has been waged over recent days as never before in the
history of the revolution, as much by its volume as by its intensity. The
facts are known; it was necessary to do it. It was necessary to do this


The enemy had to be shown and the enemy had to be taught that there can be
no fooling around with the people. The enemy had to be shown that there can
be no fooling around with the revolution.   The enemy had to be
shown that a people cannot be offered with impunity,   that a
people cannot be threatened with impunity. And this image,
this image is what they dreamed of destroying, the image of what the people
are, the true revolutionary people, the proletarian people, the working
people, the peasant people, the combatant people, the student people.

Perhaps they thought the revolution has weakened and you can see what
weakness of the revolution they have uncovered. You can see what type of a revolution they have found.
That is why it was necessary to wage this battle.

As you know, over recent months our party and our people have been waging a
tenacious and selfless struggle for exigency, to overcome inefficiencies,
to overcome difficulties. This work was being done quietly and insistently
for months. It could be said that our revolution, our people and our party
were devoted to this work and to productive activities, especially the
sugar harvest and the planting …, coping with the problems of
the diseases of tobacco and sugarcane and the swine fever which
mysteriously, mysteriously appeared almost simultaneously in our country.
We were tackling various problems of our revolutionary process. We were
struggling for development, struggling to improve everything within our
material capabilities, and preparing for the congress of our party. We were
involved in that task. But, why does this situation emerge? It is not a
coincidence; it is not a coincidence.

What happens is that, as in all previous circumstances, every time they
have messed with us they have come the worse for it; every time they have
provoked us they have come out the losers. You know the facts. And if it
were not for the presence of foreign journalists, it would not be necessary
to speak much about the background. But the issue was unleashed as a result
of the provocations at the embassies of Peru and Venezuela. Everyone knows
that imperialism wanted to affect relations between Cuba and Venezuela and
between Cuba and Peru. It had that idea for a long time and was planning
things.

We cannot forget that is what precisely in Venezuela and with the
participation of Venezuelans that the monstrous crime of Barbados … was planned and executed. It was one of the most
indignant actions that has ever happened over all time. We all know that
all those people have not even been tried and that frequently there is even
talk that they are going to be released because they, some of them, have
old relations with the ruling party of Venezuela.

We cannot forget that in Peru it was the navy of that country, the navy of
that country--and we know this and I do not think they dare disagree--the
navy of that country, agents of the navy that sank our two fishing
boats--the Rio Jobabo and Rio Danuji. It was an incredible provocation.

Furthermore, neither can we can forget how the existing fishing agreement
between Cuba and Peru, which had been in effect a long time and was
functioning perfectly well and was useful, very useful for the Peruvians
and helped to produce food for the Peruvians and also food for us, was
unilaterally canceled. This was also a result of impositions by the navy,
to make private agreements by virtue of which an individual without giving
anything, just his signature, could become a millionaire.

We cannot forget how the Government of Peru did not fulfill a contract for
the construction of 20 tuna fishing boats which we signed with them and by
virtue of which our country spent tens of millions of dollars on a fish
processing plant. Nevertheless, the contract was not fulfilled. The boats
were not built and we were left with the plant and without the boats.

All this has its history and background. Logically, these things began to
cool the relations which at one time were warm and close with the
revolutionary government of Velasco Alvarado.   These were
relations that began those difficult days for Peru, when our people, at the
request of the …revolution, although no diplomatic relations
existed, made 100,000 blood donations in 10 days. And our doctors and
nurses volunteered, and our construction workers volunteered, and our
people volunteered to help the fraternal people of Peru,   the
fraternal people of Peru, yes, because we call and always will call the
people of Peru and Venezuela our fraternal people of Peru and Venezuela.
 

That is how our people are. That is the people who are here,  
these people of workers, of soldiers,   the internationalist
people, the people of the glorious combatants in Angola and Ethiopia, the
people from whom more than 100,000 combatants of their armed forces already
have performed internationalist missions.   …the people
who, when teachers are requested for Nicaraguan, offer 29,500 teachers.
That is the people, not the lumpens who want to represent them with those
scum who entered the Peruvian Embassy.

That was what
offered our people the most. That dust and other dust brought this mud, and
those winds brought these storms. 
And then, something strange, something strange which did not occur at any
other embassy. They had thugs, delinquents and lumpens who went to request
visas and they …would not grant them even if they were
crazy because if they had wanted to grant the visas, well, they would have
known that we know enough …. They were not granted visas.

When they used violence to enter, crashing a truck or bus through the
fence, then they would be received with all honors, protected, granted
refugee, have their fare paid and received as heroes. This could do nothing
except encourage lumpens to undertake such activities. It could not have
had other results.

And the patience we displayed, practically for years in some cases, was of
no use. We explained to them that it was incorrect, that it was going to
have bad consequences, that it was going to stimulate violence against
diplomatic missions, that such a policy should not continue. We resolved
the problem for them on repeated occasions because they said they could not
live with those elements inside. We could have said: Let them stay there
forever. But …please, we do not want to live with these people;
we have these problems. And we authorized the departure of such elements.
We did it repeatedly. And always the things we foresaw happened.
Immediately after a group left, another one entered …. That is
how it was.

But why the embassies of Venezuela and Peru? Why did this not happen at the
Mexican Embassy, for example? Why did it not happen at the Guyanese Embassy
or the Panamanian Embassy or the Jamaican Embassy, not to mention the
Nicaraguan or Grenadian? It remains to be seen if there is some insane
person who dares enter them either with a tank or a truck of whatever. No,
they do not consider, they do not consider that because the lumpen knows
governments almost as well as we do. And they know that Mexico has a
friendly attitude toward Cuba and was not going to permit such despicable
actions and such irregularities. Neither was Panama going to allow it, nor
Guyana nor Jamaica.

Why were these things happening precisely in the embassies of Venezuela and
Peru? Of course, it is clear that behind all this--behind the Barbados
…, behind the sunken ships in Peru, behind the cancellation
of the fishing agreement, behind the unfulfilled contract for the
construction of 20 tuna fishing boats, behind all this--is the CIA. And the
CIA is behind all these provocations.

And the disorder stopped with the death of soldier Ortiz Cabrera.
  That was the point when we could not take any more and we said
that at any cost, and let this be understood clearly, at any cost--we even
recalled that at one time everyone had broken with us and that,
of course, could not be repeated again--we were prepared, at any cost, to
put an end to those provocations. And when the revolution says that it is
prepared to end something at any cost, everyone can be assured that it puts
an end to it at any cost.  

We simply removed the guards from the embassy. And we knew what was going
to happen. We knew what was going to happen because imperialism and its
lackeys cannot encourage lumpens for such a long time by offering them the
moon or however the saying goes, offering them everything, filling them
with illusions, while on the other hand they close the door to these people
and encourage them to enter … illegally by force. They are
encouraged to leave illegally. But they are not granted entry. We knew that when the guards were removed, and when the lumpens knew there
were no guards, that the embassy would be filled with lumpens. And that is
exactly what happened. It could be said that the lumpens did what was
expected they would do.

A provisional guard had to be reestablished, because the guard at that
embassy is provisional. I want to warn about this because the problem of
what we do, what they are going to do and the situation of the persons who
enter embassies by force remains to be resolved. There is not much
importance now to removing such a guard because we have removed the guard
from the Florida peninsula, and that is much bigger.   We have had
to remove the guard from the Florida peninsula. They have an easier path to
leave.  

Imperialism immediately took advantage of this problem. …all the
bourgeois and rightist press of this hemisphere and the world to launch a
deluge of slander against Cuba and propaganda against Cuba. We expected
that. But this battle is won, is being won and is going to be won
completely, completely because we defy not only the Yankee military
threats, we also defy the Yankee press monopolies or rather the imperialist
press monopolies.

We defy this barrage; we defy the campaign with absolute imperturbability.
If we are not willing to defy risks of any kind, the risks of aggression as
well as the risks of their propaganda, if we are intimidated by the
propaganda--to be intimidated by propaganda is like being intimidated by
enemy guns. It is the same thing. We should not be afraid at all. We have
learned that perfectly well during 21 years.

But they unleashed it in the belief that the people wanted to leave; that
there were many dissidents, especially this belief--that there were
dissidents. There is lumpen there in that embassy. You were able to see it
in the film documentary. They do not know what the word dissidence means,
they would not know the meaning of this word. Then, they built
up their campaign around this idea and of course, first it was the
imperialist press and then, as can be imagined, the reactionary and
rightist press against socialism, against communism, against the Cuban
revolution.

Simultaneously, the Yankees were doing exactly the same thing. In recent
months, there was an increase in illegal departures. People commandeered
boats, often took the crew as hostages. Then they were received in Florida
as heroes, as dissidents, as patriots, and so forth. And we warned them. We
repeatedly warned them through diplomatic channels. We warned them. We also
warned them publicly because we talked about this very point on 8 March,
International Women's Day, at the closing of the congress. We warned them
of the consequences this might bring. And we told them that Camarioca could
be opened once more. On that day we set forth what the revolution's policy
was, is and will be. And the thing is that the work of a revolution and the
construction of socialism is a task of absolutely free and willing men and
women.  

He who has no revolutionary genes, he who has no revolutionary blood, he
who does not have a mind that adapt to the idea of a revolution, he who
does not have a heart that can adapt to the effort of heroism required by a
revolution: We do not want them; we do not need them. 
And at any rate, they are an insignificant part of the people, because what
the imperialists do not want, what they want to hide, what hurts them to
acknowledge are some truths. For instance, that there is no revolution with
the mass strength of the Cuban revolution.   There is no
revolution, that is, our revolution; well, it is not good to make
comparisons; it is not good. But, the mass strength, the moral strength,
the political strength, the ideological strength of the revolution is
tremendous. And when it is put to the test, you saw the 19 April march; you
see this rally today. But it is not only numbers that count. You can see
the quality and the spirit of the people.  

This is the image that imperialism would like to hide because it does not
suit them. They want the people to lose faith in Cuba. They want the people
to grow discouraged with Cuba. In addition, in this whole hemisphere, well,
let's exclude Nicaragua and Grenada. Or maybe they would admit it; they
would agree with us.

In spite of everything, in spite of the fact that we have lumpen, that
unfortunately we still have lumpen among us, in spite of the fact that we
will have declassed individuals, that we still have antisocial individuals,
we are the nationa that has the least number of antisocial individuals and
lumpen in the hemisphere. We are the nation with the lowest rate of theft,
although there were thieves. The lowest theft and crime rate. A
minimal rate of drug abuse. There is no prostitution, no gambling nothing.
The Grenadians and the Nicaraguans have not yet been able to solve these
problems and it will take them a lot of time to solve them, because we were
unable to solve them in the first or the second year of the revolution
either. But there is no society with a healthier moral atmosphere than our
society in all this hemisphere   There is no society with more
moral values than those achieved by our society at the end of 21 years of
revolution. None with such a sense of justice, with such a sense of
justice, with such a sense of honor, with such a sense of dignity, with
such an appreciation and admiration for merit, for work, for sacrifice.

And this is very much in evidence each time it is put to the test. And as
we have often said, during the Angolan and Ethiopian wars, hundreds of
thousands of Cubans volunteered to participate in those struggles. It is
shown by the fact that we have 50,000 military and civilian compatriots
abroad. It is shown by the fact that Cuban technicians are working in 35
countries.   And the lumpen have no allies remaining here. At
first, they …had the bourgeoisie, the landowners. They
had vacillating individuals of the middle classes, including those of the
petit bourgeoisie. But now, where are they going to find allies? Among the
workers" 
At first they sought out those classes because they existed as such in our
country and they were their allies. Now they only have the lumpen. They are
the only potential allies for imperialism. The lumpen. And some who have
the mentality of lumpen or get mixed up with them. As simple as that. But
they are the only potential allies left to imperialism. And this lumpen is
where they have to get their refugees, their asylum seekers, their
dissidents.

As I was saying, along with this, the United States was encouraging illegal
departures from the country. And therefore, Mariel was opened. Mariel,
which has surpassed Camarioca by far. Camarioca was nothing compared with
Mariel.

He is saying: Lovely Mariel, you have been
wounded. But look, rather than a wound, it was more of a
self-inflicted wound. Let me explain. The funny thing is that this time it
was not ourselves who proposed opening Mariel. No. The initiative was taken
over there. In the heat of the situation and the campaign created in the
United States itself in connection with the events at the Florida embassy
the Peruvian Embassy. In Florida, the idea of sending
boats to pick up this lumpen was spontaneous. And then we simply limited
ourselves to declaring that we would not receive them with guns and that
they would be treated with complete courtesy. And we opened it. I do not
know if this is hara-kiri or a wound or what. The thing is that it
was opened. Now we are going to see how we close it, how we can close it.
We'll see. 
They are doing an excellent sanitation job for us. the best. Now
they are complaining. They say there are delinquents. As if this was a
great discovery. As if they were amazed to find some delinquents. Now, who
do they think broke into and took refuge in the Peruvian Embassy? Did they
think they were intellectuals, artists, technicians, engineers? What did
they think? That it was propaganda on our part? They thought that we were
doing an injustice and calling poor dissidents lumpen. And that was the type of individual making up the large majority of those
who took refuge at the Peruvian Embassy.

Of course, some of them took their relatives. We cannot say that a child is
a lumpen. It is tragic for a child to be the child of lumpen, a terrible
tragedy.

But the large majority of the people there were of that kind: Lumpen. Some
limp wrists. Some shameless creatures who had been
covering up. you know it; the committees [for the Defense of the
Revolution] know it better than anyone. They know that some of those
managed to slip through. By the way, they are the ones that produce the
most irritation. Those who cover up. Well now
Mariel has opened. And we are strictly complying with our stand: That all
who want to leave for a country that will receive them an leave. The
building of socialism, revolutionary work is a task of free men and women.
We must not forget this principle. It entails huge moral value.  

Now, we have not granted a passport and safe conduct only to lumpen who
took refuge in the embassy. No, we are giving them to all lumpen that
request them. To all who request them. And of course, the lumpen say: "This
is international lumpen day!" When they heard that, all lumpen
wanted their passports and their safeconducts.

And what are we going to do? Why should we refuse them? As GRANMA says, it
is unfair and unconstitutional. What do they think they are going to
receive there? Of course, at first they took the refined bourgeois, the
well-dressed landowner. And then they took the physician, the professional.
And remember they took half of our country's doctors. We had 3,000 and they
took 6,000 . Now it is very difficult, very difficult to take a
doctor away, because the ones that stayed behind were the best ones, and
doctors who trained along other lines, with a solidarity and human spirit,
doctors who are not money-minded. And we have more. Well, the proof is that
there are about 1,500 doctors on internationalist missions. And there are
no longer engineers, architects and teachers of the kind we had in the
early days of the revolution.  

Because we must say that in this battle many interesting things have been
demonstrated. I would start by mentioning the incredible participation of
the young. The combativeness and zeal of our young. Because this has been
the first battle of a whole generation of youths, the first battle.
  The massive participation of women  . Something
remarkable. Beside, the attitude of intellectuals, of journalists, writers,
artists, technicians, professionals, doctors has been an excellent
attitude. It must be said that they have been on the frontline in this
battle. Not to mention the students.  

Of course, imperialism used to be able to select. Now, how is it going to
be selective now? As … says, they have no choice but to swallow the
sword to the hilt. That is the situation. But this was not all
the problem. This was part of the problem. At the same time, there was the
announcement of military maneuvers in the Caribbean. That was more serious.
Air and naval landings at Guantanamo base. That was more serious, more
serious.

And even more serious if we thought of the world situation. More serious if
we analyzed the increasingly aggressive policy of imperialism toward us.
Because maybe in the early days of this administration there were some
gestures that could be thought of as positive, but later on--and
increasingly so--the more reactionary elements, the so-called hawks in the
U.S. Government were imposing their line of thinking and that line was
increasingly aggressive toward Cuba. This did not start just now. This
started with the Sixth Nonaligned Countries Summit. They were irritated by
Cuba's strength, by Cuba's prestige, and by Cuba's position and victories
within the nonaligned movement. And in the midst of the summit conference,
they unleashed an excessive and hypocritical campaign against Soviet
personnel in Cuba, Soviet personnel that had been in Cuba for 16 years,
since the October crisis. Something that had nothing to do with the October
crisis agreements. Soviet military personnel. The Yankees knew that. They
knew it.

They knew it since then and all the presidents knew it. And all of a sudden
they discover Soviet military personnel. They said it was a brigade. We did
not call it a brigade. We had another name for it. I believe it was Study
Center No 12. Who cares? The name is not important. We did not deny that
those personnel were here and that we were very happy that those personnel
had been here for 17 years. We are sorry that there are not more Study
Center 12's. That there is no No 13, 14, 15. We would be even happier
  if we had available some more of these study centers. Because
they are excellent study centers, I am telling you. But they
knew it. That is where the hypocrisy, the phariseeism of imperialists lies.
In the midst of the conference they stirred up a big scandal with all that.
And they started a large-scale campaign. Later, it turned out that the U.S.
Government's prestige was affected by all this because to discover it at
such a late date forced it to adopt certain measures. But at the same time
they organized a command of troops for the Caribbean. And they stationed it
somewhere in Florida, in Key West. They established a troop command. Their
fundamental concern was determined by the revolutionary victory in
Nicaragua and the upsurge of the revolutionary movement in Central America.

They started to prepare intervention forces. And, of course, they used the
Soviet military personnel in Cuba as a pretext. They also used it to exert
pressure on us and other maneuver was bigger, more extensive, better
equipped, more soldiers, stronger. Oh, no. We could not just sit here
watching them organize this maneuver. As has been said, this maneuver is
simply a rehearsal to invade our country; a shameless rehearsal of
invasion. And on our own territory to boot. It is really intolerable. It is
unacceptable. A maneuver on how to invade Cuba in our own territory.

The maneuvers turned into a serious problem. And we were not going to stand
there with our arms crossed. We immediately adopted measures to mobilize
the Eastern Army with reinforcements from other provinces to organize
maneuvers of Cuba's armed forces in view of the Yankee maneuvers. It was only logical for the hurricane to turn around toward
the United States. And so it did.

The United States has imposed on Cuba a blockade that has lasted over 20
years, a harsh economic blockade, which forbids even the sale of food and
medicine--even medicine. A brutal thing that has been going on for 21
years. The United States is occupying part of our territory by force and
against the will of our people. Now, what doctrine, principle, law,
legality can be used as the basis for a naval base on the territory of
another country against the will of the people? That has no legal or
juridical or moral or principled basis. It is simply an act of force.

The United States sends over Cuban territory the very modern SR-71, which
fly at an altitude of between 25,000 and 30,000 meters at very high speed.
Those are the explosions which you hear every so often all over the
country, because the breaking of the speed of sound creates these noises.
Walls shake, glass windows shake each time the SR-71 goes by. It is not so
easy to bring them down. Technically, it is not easy. Now, is this legal?
Is it legal to blockade our country? Is it legal to have a naval base on
our territory? Is it legal to violate our airspace?  They
are doing it. And in addition, the maneuvers.

But that was not all. Many of the comrades who have spoken today have
mentioned it. They spoke of La Couvre, Giron, Escambray, the sabotage, the
subversion plans, the introduction of agricultural diseases, the plans to
assassinate the leaders of the revolution, Barbados. They recalled many
things because there are many things of which the United States need be
reminded.

It was not that we capriciously turned the hurricane that began at the
Peruvian Embassy against the United States. The natural course of the
hurricane was the United States. And the natural course of the struggle
against these violations and blackmail was to remove the guard from
Florida. It was the natural course and it should not have surprised them so
much. They knew it could be done. And, as I said, in a formal sense we were
not the ones who opened up Mariel.

They opened it from over there. We do not have policemen over there. That
is their own affair. If people want to disobey their orders, that is their
problem. We are free and legally able to do what we do within our own
territory and to authorize the departure of the antisocial individuals who
want to leave. We are not forcing anyone at all. Let this be understood. We
have never deported anyone. But we have an absolute right to authorize the
departure of the antisocial individuals. And that is what we are doing.
Well, the battle is becoming interesting.

Yesterday, or rather today, we started getting reports this morning that
the Yankees has suspended the naval landing in Guantanamo. A U.S.
radio station early this morning reported that the naval landing had been
suspended but not the air landing. But this afternoon we had complete
reports and we were able to confirm through the U.S. interests Section in
Havana and Washington, which sent this open cable. It says: We have just
spoken to Mr Miles Frechette, head of the Cuban Affairs Bureau at the State
Department, who confirmed that the military maneuvers planned for
Guantanamo have been completely canceled. Frechette
commented that he had contacted the Voice of America to point out its
mistake regarding a broadcast announcing that the past of the maneuvers
involving parachute jumping would still be conducted.

Apparently they say the maneuvers will now be conducted somewhere along the
Florida coast and the eastern U.S. coast. We know these maneuvers, their
intentions, are prepared maneuvers that definitely threaten us, Central
American and the Caribbean. But, of course, we are not going to discuss
their right to conduct maneuvers on U.S. territory. What we discuss is the
right to state maneuvers on Cuban territory.

If this is so, there is no doubt that this is a notable success for the
struggle of the people and of international solidarity.   For this
reason, the Cuban Government will suspend the special Giron 19 maneuvers
that the Eastern Army was to have staged beginning on 7 May.  

But the combating march is still on! The combating march is still
on!   Because the combating march was to be staged against the
maneuvers, against the blockade, against Guantanamo Base and against the
SR-71 spy flights.   Lest the Yankees try to take advantage of the
fact that the people have been demoralized In the middle of the
battle.

The combative people's march must go and it must go with even more strength
than the 19 April march.   It is a mobilization of the people
against the blockade, against Guantanamo Base, the existence of a Yankee
military base on our territory and against the violations of our airspace,
for we must not remain silent.  We simply want to express before
world public opinion our rejection and spirit of struggle against this.
Now, if the U.S. Government announced that it has suspended the blockade
against Cuba, that it will return our occupied territory in Guantanamo and
that it will suspend the SR-71 flights, then we will gladly suspend the
combative people's march. But they will not do it! They
will not do it; they will not do it, but they will respect us a bit more;
they will learn a bit more about Cuba. They will learn to respect Cuba
more. 

The United States has suspended the maneuver but it has not given up the
right they give themselves to carry them out in 3, 4 or 5 months, whenever
they believe there are more favorable international or other types of
circumstances. Therefore, what they have to renounce is their presence in
that piece of our national territory. That is why we will maintain these
three… and we will organize the march.

They say I have organized it. The truth is that I wasn't the one who
organized it. The march wasn't organized by Castro but by the mass
organization. Of course, the masses have their political leaders and the
masses have their party. We don't go around with hypocrisies of any type.
Just as we are here, we are in everything.

We aren't going around creating fiction. We are united
and we have a party and a leadership. But of course, the party cannot
organize the march. It cannot. Only through the mass organizations can the
march be held. Only through the unity of a revolution can the enthusiasm of
an event such as this be created. Those are realities. Now then, all the
people have participated in this. All the people have participated just as
we are participating in this event.

Therefore, the march will be held on Saturday, 17 May, not on the 8th
because that was when the maneuvers were going to start, but not the exact
day when they were going to land those ships. So on Saturday, 18 May , the people's combative march will be held throughout the country.
On this occasion it will not be 1 million. I estimate that around 5 million
people will march that day.   But of course, we should not boast
of the success. It is not a time for boasting.

The enemy still exists. It is strong. It harasses us. It blockades us and
threatens us and much more now in view of a new world situation in which we
are practically at the threshold or already in an arms race and a cold war.
That is why we cannot let down our guard. We cannot stop being alert.
Therefore, the party has instructed the armed forces to form the militias
of territorial troops as one more force.   They will be made up of
men, women, workers, peasants, students, everyone who is able to fight.
They will be organized so they can defend every part of the national
territory.  

All those who are able to fight are not in the reserve units of the regular
troops, all those who are not in the reserves or in the regular units of
the armed forces, will make up the territorial troop militias.

Because ... that Cuba like Nicaragua--although Cuba has a
much stronger army than Nicaragua, logically because it has existed for a
longer time and has a larger population--not only a regular war would
confront a virtual aggression against Cuba. The enemy would have to face a
people's war. It would have to face both things, the resistance of the
regular units and the resistance of all the people.

You know what makes us, Nicaragua and Grenada strong? It is the fact that
these are popular revolutions. They are revolutions with great popular
support. And any enemy has to think that it is madness to invade a country
like this one. It is madness because they are going to experience what
occurred to Napoleon's troops in Spain; they went in but then they couldn't
get out. Or Napoleon in old Russia; they went in but then they could not
find a way out. It is easy to enter. But if they are going to face a people
like this one, if they face a people like this one, it is later very
difficult to get out of that problem.  

We have to prepare for two types of war, for the conventional war and for
the people's war, for both wars. This what forces them to think a few times
before committing the blunder of invading our country. But there are
threats against us. Some of them have begun to speak in more aggressive
terms. Some of them have proposed that the 1962 agreements be disregarded,
that is, to once again bring up the thesis of their right to invade us.
Others have cynically said that if there is a conflict in another part of
the world, they would have the right to carry out actions wherever it is
more advantageous to them. In sum, they were referring to Cuba in view of
the fact that Cuba is very far away from the Soviet Union and the socialist
camp. But we have to be realistic. We have to be realistic because we have
those dangers of the increasing imperialist aggression and its theories and
those things they are proposing.

However, they should know what they will find. That is why we said that
this rally was so important. This shows imperialism that here we have a
people and it shows them what kind of people we have here.

I would say that we have waged a battle today in defense of the integrity
of our fatherland.   Your mere presence  , your mere
presence in this plaza is an important battle in defense of the integrity
and the security of Cuba because the dangerous thing is for the enemy to be
confused. The dangerous thing is for the enemy to be deceived.

But we should do something more. Work has already begun on the drafting of
plans on what the country should to to survive and withstand a total
blockade, on what each one of us must do in case of a total blockade. What
we must do to survive if no food or fuels come in. They are also talking of
these possibilities. That is, not to undertake a military action against
the country but to mine the ports. One of the objectives of those maneuvers
was the mining of the ports. Not mining them but studying how it should be
done. They speak of naval blockades, knowing how difficult it would be for
a country without petroleum to survive a naval blockade. We have to draft
the plans on what to do in that situation. By the way, Reagan or `Rigin,' I
don't know how you pronounce it, who is the certain candidate of the
Republican Party, has expressed support for a naval blockade against Cuba.
Of course, none of this is easy I must warn them. But as revolutionaries
and as a realistic people we have the duty of having a reply for each of
these problems. But the one thing they cannot imagine is for Cuba to
surrender ever. Because we will never surrender. We will never surrender.

If a climate of peace does not exist in the Caribbean, it is not our fault
but theirs. Suppress you blockade, suppress you base in Guantanamo, stop
overlying Cuba, respect Nicaragua, respect Grenada and do not interfere. If
to this we add noninterference in the domestic affairs of other Latin
American peoples, then a climate of peace and detente might be created.

Now, the one thing we must fight for, the one thing there is the duty to
fight for, is the development of peace and cooperation among the peoples.
But the one thing we will never do is fall on our knees at the feet of
imperialism to beg for peace. 
The international situation tends to become complicated. I would like to
take advantage of this occasion to talk about the situation in Iran. All of
us are interested in this problem,… the Yankees ...
someplace else might lead to certain actions by them. Everything that
happens anywhere is of interest to us. These things interest us as
revolutionaries; they interest us as conscientious men; they also interest
us for ourselves. What happens in the world is of interest to us.

In Iran, as you know, the shah's dynasty lasted more than 30 years. The
people lived under a fierce tyranny for dozens of years. The people had
already overthrown the shah once but, just like it did in Guatemala, the
CIA ... and reestablished him in the government. This is a
known fact; it is a historical fact. All the documents, all the evidence
exists. …assassinated hundreds of thousands of Iranians; he
imprisoned them, tortured them and committed all kinds of horrors.

With great bravery, with great patriotism, almost without weapons and
despite the fact that the shah had the most powerful army in the region,
the Iranian people overthrew the shah. And naturally an irritation against
and a marked rejection of U.S. policy resulted.

When, in addition, the United States made the mistake of taking the shah to
the United States, that elicited a popular outburst, an outburst of
indignation that gave rise to the incidents at the U.S. Embassy in
Iran--the seizure of the embassy and the capture of a group of officials.
The imperious U.S. response to developments of this type is force….because it was the CIA's action, installing the shah there,
which elicited that hatred from the masses. It was the U.S. support for the
shah which elicited that hatred against the United States. It was the
shah's arrival in the United States which caused the explosion of the
masses. And we have always held the position that this problem must be
resolved by political and diplomatic means instead of by force--the problem
of the embassy and the problem of the hostages.

But, the United States has made a number of mistakes. The first was
practically confiscating--embargoing and seizing in other words--thousands
of millions of dollars that the Iranian state had deposited in U.S. banks.

This measure of force, of imperious behavior, this illegal measure, had to
irritate the Iranians even further. And each thing the Americans have done
has contributed to further irritating the Iranians. They mobilize big
forces, aircraft carriers, dozens of military units near Iran; they
threaten it and naturally, this further irritates the Iranians.

In addition to this, they announce they will carry out military actions
before July. And indeed, they did stage some operations such as the
commando attack, the attempt to carry out a commando attack. Seeking to
resolve the problem in Iran through force and surprise, they have further
complicated the problem. Now the students have dispersed the so-called
hostages.

In short, any action of force carried out against the Iranian people would
be very serious. But in addition, the United States has banned trade with
Iran, has established a kind of blockade against Iran and is now
threatening to adopt new measures. And it is trying to drag Western Europe
and Japan into the economic blockade against Iran, that is, the attempt to
make Iran surrender through hunger. Something similar to the things they
did to us.

We must also work in order to put an end to the conflicts between our Iraqi
and Iranian brothers. We must work so that their problems are resolved by
diplomatic means, because those conflicts only carry water to the mill of
imperialism.

Now, what will happen if the United States manages to impose that blockade
against Iran, trying to make it surrender through hunger? Iran is a Third
World country; it belongs to the nonaligned movement, and it is a member of
OPEC, that is, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. OPEC has
in its hands the ability to prevent an economic blockade against Iran. It
has this in its hands. It has warned that oil supplies will be suspended to
those countries that join the blockade against Iran.  

The West does not have the ability to impose an economic blockade against
Iran if OPEC does not want and refuses to do it, and if it warms with
justifiable reasons about its possible consequences. OPEC can say: You want
to starve 35 million human beings to death; I will not send you fuel for
you to use to ride around in your car. This is the hour of truth for OPEC.
This organization should not only increase prices and amass huge fortunes.
This is the hour of truth for OPEC and the nonaligned and Third World
countries.

This is very interesting since we do not expect OPEC to do as the OAS did,
when the imperialists established their aggressive blockades against Cuba.
This is a problem we must follow closely. We must urge our internationalist
friend to support Iran.

Naturally Iran is now the victim, but here very close to use we have the
case of El Salvador, where genocide is being committed against the people
and where thousands of patriots are being murdered. In order to understand
the diverging policies of some states, we have the example of what the
Andean Pact did regarding the ... and other problems.

We are not opposed to the integration of Latin America and the Caribbean.
On the contrary we are in favor of it and, together with Mexico, we helped
to create the Latin American Economic System . But we are opposed to
political deals in this hemisphere because they lead to nothing.

We would have liked a progressive and revolutionary Andean Pact, and as a
placard said during the fighting march, a real pact of Bolivar and Sandino.
But what did the Andean Pact do? It said nothing regarding the maneuvers
being organized by the Yankees, not even a statement. What has it done in
regard to the blockade of Cuba, which is a crime? It has not issued a
declaration condemning the blockade. What has it done in regard to the
Guantanamo Base? It has not made a single statement demanding that the base
be returned to us. This is our territory. What has it done regarding the
spy flights over Cuba, which are a shameless violation of our sovereignty?
It has not issued a single statement condemning it. What has it done about
Puerto Rico, a brother country which imperialism wants to devour, which the
United States wants to annex? It has not said a single word. What has it
said abut Iran and the blockade of Iran? Not a single word that we know of.
What has it said about the genocide in El Salvador? Not a single word. In
that country thousands of persons have died during the past months. The
Andean Pact launched a deluge of propaganda against us, referring to events
in which there was not even a single wounded person. There was a great
bomb, the march, but we were confident the bomb would not explode and it
did not.

Let us say that there, were thousands of patriots are dying, the Andean
Pact does not say a word. This is logical. The Venezuelan ruling party
supports the genocide Government of El Salvador and also supports the
so-called Christian democracy in Panama which is really a group of rightist
reactionaries which conspires against the progressive government of that
country.

These are things related to problems where the Andean Pact assumes a
demagogic attitude toward Cuba. I will not say that the conduct of all of
the member countries was alike. There were differences among the, but the
Andean Pact is good for only some things.

We have, as I said, the Salvadoran situation which demands the most ample
international support to halt the hands of the imperialists.
Demonstrations, like this one today are part of the struggle, not only for
the defense of our own integrity, but also for the defense of the integrity
of Grenada, Nicaragua, the sovereignty of the Caribbean countries and
Central America. It is part of our struggle.

This is why this rally has a special meaning. It has really been an
International Labor Day. For us, it has been a great honor and
satisfaction. We have felt very stimulated and strengthened by the presence
of Companero Bishop in this rally. He had his rally this morning in Grenada
and his rally this afternoon in Havana. We have with us Companero Daniel
Ortega, whom you know from the Sixth Summit; president of the World Peace
Council, Companero Chandra  ; the leader of the world workers'
organization, Companero Pastorino  ; we have been honored with the
presence of the best of the Latin American intellectuals, Companero Juan
Bosch,   and Companero Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

This has meant a lot for us, this gives a truly historical meaning to the
greatest rally of the revolution. We, besides maintaining the mobilization,
and preparing for the march on the 17th must turn this energy not only into
political or military energy, but also into a productive energy. As … explained, the coming weeks are decisive, for the conclusion of
the sugarcane harvest as well as for the great amount of sugarcane that
must be planted and weeded. We must turn this energy into a productive
force. We must turn this tremendous force, created by this colossal mass
struggle, this people's revolutionary definition, and the hatred expressed
against the idle, the parasite, the lumpen and the antisocial--we must turn
this into a force of awareness. We must turn it into an instrument in the
struggle for achievements and to overcome deficiencies and the struggle to
overcome difficulties.

This is very important if we are going to be able to transform this
incredible, gigantic, force in the struggle against our own deficiencies,
in the struggle against our own weaknesses.

Today, many things have been packed with emotion. Those things have been
stimulating. The most essential, the most fundamental factor has been the
people.

This afternoon will have an everlasting impression on all of us, an
impression that cannot be erased. I say this without demagoguery, without
the purpose of flattering and with a profound, sincere and heartfelt spirit
of justice.

I dare say that such a people deserve a place in history, a place in glory,
that such a people deserve deserve victory. Fatherland or death? We shall
win!


 
Compatriots:
We extend our gratitude to the admirable personalities accompanying us today, and our recognition to the workers, students and all of the people filling this square.
We are living through days of intense and crucial battle. For five months we have been fighting restlessly. Millions of our compatriots, almost without exception, have participated in this fight. Our consciousness and the ideas sown by the Revolution throughout more than four decades have been our weapons.
Revolution means to have a sense of history; it is changing everything that must be changed; it is full equality and freedom; it is being treated and treating others like human beings; it is achieving emancipation by ourselves and through our own efforts; it is challenging powerful dominant forces from within and without the social and national milieu; it is defending the values in which we believe at the cost of any sacrifice; it is modesty, selflessness, altruism, solidarity and heroism; it is fighting with courage, intelligence and realism; it is never lying or violating ethical principles; it is a profound conviction that there is no power in the world that can crush the power of truth and ideas. Revolution means unity; it is independence, it is fighting for our dreams of justice for Cuba and for the world, which is the foundation of our patriotism, our socialism and our internationalism. 
In real and concrete terms, for 41 years now we have confronted a neighbor located just 90 miles away, the most formidable power that has ever existed in a world that has become unipolar and hegemonic. 
This time the struggle has taken on a particularly critical character, as a consequence of the kidnapping of a child. Has he by chance been the only one? No! Many Cuban children have been separated from one of their parents and illegally taken to the United States without the slightest possibility to recover them by turning to the U.S. authorities. 
In just the first two and a half years of the Revolution, some 14,000 children were taken out of the country clandestinely, in this case with the consent of their fathers, mothers, or both. These parents were victims of deceit, taken in by a carefully crafted and deliberately fabricated rumor based on a fictitious law spread by the U.S. intelligence services and their agents in Cuba leading these parents to believe that they would be deprived of their paternal rights over their children. The subsequent abrupt suspension by the U.S. government of regular flights between Cuba and the United States left these parents separated from their children, many of whom suffered terribly feeling helpless and uprooted. 
On this most recent occasion, a humble father turned to our government for help: his son, who had not even turned six, had suffered a horrible tragedy. Without the father’s knowledge or consent, the child had been taken out of the country illegally as part of an irresponsible and hazardous misadventure organized by an aggressive and violent criminal. As Elián’s maternal grandmother Raquel stated upon arrival in New York on January 21 seeking her grandson’s liberation, that abusive individual had dragged her daughter into this tragedy.
The boat sank and the boy watched his mother drown. She was an excellent worker, a member of the Young Communist League and the Communist Party, and all those who knew her thought highly of her. She was one of the victims among the 11 Cubans who lost their lives that day. Like many others throughout the last 34 years, they were led to their deaths by a monstrous and bloody aberration known as the Cuban Adjustment Act, which promotes illegal migration and the smuggling of humans. Like millions of people from poor countries on this and other continents, they travel to the United States lured by the ostentatious luxury and extravagant displays of consumer societies.
In the particular case of Cuba, these attractions are enhanced by the tremendous privileges granted by the aforementioned legislation exclusively to the Cubans traveling illegally to the United States from Cuba, which come on top of four decades of a blockade and an economic war as abhorrent as this law. Thus, in spite of the migratory agreements signed by the two countries, Florida is being filled with criminals who arrive by illegal means. Five out of every ten individuals who reach the United States in this way have criminal records that include burglary and other similar crimes.
As it is known, this child managed to survive by remaining adrift on an inner tube for more than 30 hours. The Cuban-American terrorist mob, created by irresponsible U.S. administrations after their own image and likeness, took control of the child as an invaluable poster boy. A corrupt and sinister individual --simply a distant relative who had only seen the child once in his life-- was given temporary custody. Completely under the mob’s control, he refused to surrender Elián when his father claimed the boy after he was released from hospital. 
Consequently, with their usual tenacity our people immediately began the fight to demand that the child be returned to his father and the close relatives with whom he had always lived.
According to international law and the legal standards prevailing both in the United States and Cuba, the proper procedure would have been to immediately return the child to his country of origin and to resolve any dispute in a Cuban court of law. However, almost 10 days would pass before a response was given to the diplomatic note presented by the Ministry of Foreign Relations demanding the return of the child as requested by the father from the very beginning. By that time, the first public protests had taken place in Cuba, and they have continued up until today.
It is obvious that they underestimated our people, who have not rested a single day in fighting for something absolutely just, and who have conveyed to the American people and the rest of the world their message of pain and indignation over the injustice committed against a humble Cuban family and the terrible crime perpetrated against this child. Elián has endured almost five months of mental torture, psychological pressure and political manipulation. Not even Dante could have described the hell he has been through!
These events aroused the sympathies of tens of millions of American families with children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews of Elian’s age. For them, as for the rest of the world, it became increasingly clear that there could be no political or ideological justification for such a barbaric and harsh crime against a child and his father, regardless of their nationality. 
The Miami terrorist mob and its allies from the extreme right in the United States have accused us of politicizing the case, when we have actually been fighting against this crime through peaceful means. Not a single window has been broken at the U.S. Interests Section, not a single stone has been thrown at that building, not a single American official or visitor has been harassed, not a single U.S. flag has been trampled on or burned in our streets.
I wonder what the U.S. government would have done if a similar situation had been created with a barely six years old American child kidnapped in Cuba and subjected to the appalling treatment this child has sustained in that country.
Throughout almost five months --from the time the child was found off the Florida coast-- inconceivable things have happened and all kinds of abuses and mistakes have been made. Despite their knowledge of the situation, until very shortly before the boy was rescued, the various branches of the U.S. administration showed little concern over his mental health and the scandalous public exhibition and manipulation of which he was a victim, or something even more reprehensible: the physical dangers he was facing.
The chief of the commando force involved in the rescue operation recently stated that the resistance to the raid was perfectly organized and that there were numerous armed men around the house where the child was being held captive, just as the Cuban government had warned the State Department and publicly denounced between March 22 and April 22.
The last seven-point proposal sent by the Attorney General to the child’s father, at close to 10:00 p.m. on Friday, April 21 --approximately seven hours before Elián was freed from his kidnappers at 5:00 a.m. the following day-- contained three points that I did not want to read at the mass rally in Jagüey Grande where we commemorated the painful episode of the Bay of Pigs mercenary invasion. I felt they were simply too grotesque and so I opted for the 24 four-hour truce of which I spoke, in recognition of the decision finally adopted by the Attorney General, although we remained profoundly concerned about future events. Those points were:
"2. Saturday morning Elián and Lázaro’s family will fly to Washington on a USMS (United States Marshall Service) plane under the supervision of the USMS. DOJ (Department of Justice) will transport them directly to Airlie House. The child will be guarded by USMS.
"3. During the residence at Airlie, Elián will live with Juan Miguel, who will have full authority over Elián except for any condition of parole or other limitations imposed by the INS such as departure control. Upon Juan’s arrival at Airlie House, the AG (Attorney General) will parole Elián into Juan Miguel’s care. Lázaro’s family will reside at Airlie House in separate quarters.
"4. The parties will remain in residence at the site while the CA (Court of Appeals) 11 injunction remains in effect, or until the AG in consultation with experts determines it is appropriate to change the arrangements.
Nothing could be more humiliating, or more closely resemble the imprisonment or kidnapping of Juan Miguel with his wife and two sons. It was the beginning of a new stage in the psychological torture of the whole family, even worse than that sustained by the boy in Miami.
Those who have seen Marisleysis’ hysteria on television and know who the sinister Lázaro really is, and also all the honest psychiatrists, fully understand what this absurd and impossible cohabitation would have meant for Elián and his family. This is precisely what the Cuban American National Foundation (CANF) was demanding. It was such a proposal that led to Juan Miguel’s almost suicidal decision to immediately leave for Miami with his wife and son to personally rescue Elián.
But, those crazed counterrevolutionary ringleaders were so stupid that they opposed this proposal, even though it was exactly what they themselves had been demanding, except that they wanted it to take place in Miami, and not in Washington.
The well-known Congressman Bob Menéndez, a lobbyist and close ally of the Miami mob, together with an assistant under-Secretary of State spent Friday, April 21, desperately searching for a place similar to Airlie House in the Miami area.
These facts I have related to demonstrate the shameful lengths reached by the Attorney General to avoid the use of force. Nobody in our country ignores the potential dangers lying on the twisted path taken by the U.S. authorities --under pressure from the CANF-- to resolve what would have been a simple migratory case if it had not involved a Cuban child.
Here are a few facts that support this statement:
First: The three judges on the panel responsible for ruling on the mob’s appeal are not trustworthy. The response to the Attorney General’s request for them to legally direct Lázaro González to surrender the child, after his obvious failure to abide by the INS order, will go down in history as a prime example of outrageous, biased and overbearing conduct. On that day, they decreed that a child of any age and nationality could apply for asylum in the United States against his or her parents’ will. On the other hand, the martyred child has been forced to remain in the United States until the legal proceedings have concluded. Nothing was said, however, about the failure to abide by the order issued to the kidnapper to surrender the child. The Attorney General had no choice. She was forced to either make shameless concessions or to use force. She did both. Only fate and the skill of the marshals prevented the worst from happening, and the child was rescued safe and sound.
What guarantee does the father now have that the reunion with his son will be final? None!
Second: The Nuevo Herald reported on April 26 that on the previous day, Tuesday, April 26, a group of 11 senators had called a meeting with Attorney General Janet Reno in order to "discuss concerns." When she was asked, "what would happen if the Atlanta Court of Appeals or any other court decided that the child should be granted asylum," the Attorney General answered, "Then I believe we will have to send him back to Miami."
The danger that this court will decide that the child has the right to asylum is real. It would fully coincide with the doctrine that it followed in its April 19 ruling and with what the terrorist mob demanded. Nobody could guess the reaction of the international public, and the public in the United States itself, if Elián were torn away from Juan Miguel and sent back to the living hell of the González’ house, now that they have seen everything that was done to the child in Miami and witnessed the moving images of the father and son’s reunion. It is impossibility, but this is what the Attorney General said, and this is what the Atlanta panel could decide.
Third: On April 26, the ANSA news agency issued the following report from Washington: "‘Wye River’ --that is the name of the place where Juan Miguel and his family are staying-- ‘was chosen because it is very good for a child, who can play on its grounds. And it is big enough so that the relatives can potentially be there without bothering one another,’ said a Department of Justice official who asked for anonymity."
As you can see, this is a recurrence of the old and sinister idea contained in the previously mentioned horrifying points in the proposal sent to Juan Miguel on the critical night of Friday, April 21. And none other than an "anonymous" Justice Department official stated it.
Fourth: On April 26, Gregory Craig, Juan Miguel’s attorney, presented to the three-judge panel at the Atlanta Court of Appeals what is known as an emergency motion requesting Juan Miguel’s intervention in the proceedings. The motion also requested that Juan Miguel replace Lázaro González as the child’s sole legal representative, both in his capacity as the only surviving parent and as Elián’s "next friend", a strange term used in the U.S. legal proceedings when a minor has no close relative to represent him or her in court, which obviously does not apply in Elián’s case.
On the following day, April 27, the Atlanta panel refused to recognize Juan Miguel as the child’s sole representative, but granted him the right to intervene in the proceedings, although voting was divided on the latter point. 
With regard to this matter, the New York Times reported on April 28, "In a mixed decision on the Elián González case, a federal appeals court today put off a request by the boy’s father to serve as his sole legal representative, which would have effectively ended the court challenge... In its ruling, the appellate court panel said it was ‘hesitant’ to grant Juan Miguel González the right to intervene in the case at this late date, but had agreed to the request because he was the boy’s father. One of the three judges dissented.
"The court also said it would be ‘premature’ to decide whether the boy’s father should serve as Elián’s sole representative."
The well-founded motion presented by Juan Miguel’s attorney and his sound arguments were dismissed by the panel with regard to the father serving as sole representative of his son.
According to legal experts, if the ruling to be made by the three judges on May 11 is divided, that is, based on a two-to-one vote, the losing side could request that all of the judges on the Atlanta Court of Appeals pass judgment on the case and not only the three who have been assigned to it.
In any case, the experts say, this recourse would mean a further possibility of prolonging the duration of legal proceedings, and could always be followed by an appeal before the Supreme Court.
There are five other alternatives that could be pursued to draw out the proceedings indefinitely.
At the same time, the mob’s attorneys have applied for various orders and definitions.
Fifth: Going back to April 25, AP reported the following from Laredo, Texas: "‘The Clinton administration should try to persuade Elián González’s father to stay in the United States to raise his son here,’ said Republican presidential candidate George W. Bush. ‘I hope the government explains to the father that, if he prefers to, he can raise his son in freedom, that the father can stay here in the United States. It is important for our government to remember that the mother was fleeing in search of freedom, to bring her son to freedom. I hope that the government convinces the father to raise his son in the United States of America.’"
Sixth: On the following day, according to a wire report from the EFE news agency, Hillary Clinton, the U.S. president’s wife, during a radio interview in Buffalo, New York, "expressed her hope that the father of the little Cuban boy Elián González, Juan Miguel, will eventually decide to seek exile and live in the United States. 
"‘I hope that this taste of freedom and opportunity he has had with his son during this time might help him to reconsider staying definitively in the United States.
"‘I am convinced that many people would be happy to take him in if he decides to defect,’ said the first lady, using the term applied to soldiers who resolve to abandon their own country and seek refuge in another, usually an enemy country."
In other words, they do not mind talking about instigating the defection of a father who has been viciously slandered for months. They cannot even conceive of an honorable Cuban. First, they accused him of being a coward, who did not dare to travel to the United States and did not even care about his son. Then, they claimed that the Cuban government would not allow him to go to the United States, so that he did not defect. Now, that they have seen him arrive with his wife and infant son, at the exact time, hour and minute he should do so, they have still not recovered from their amazement at Juan Miguel’s dignity, courage and sense of honor. They are trying to keep him there indefinitely in the hope of enticing him away. They are all working in unison in pursuit of the same goal: to ensure that the boy never returns to Cuba, and thus deal a moral blow to the proud and heroic people that produced Juan Miguel and Elián.
Where are the ethics of that country’s political leaders? How can they be so utterly ignorant of the realities of Cuba? Why such contempt? How long will they go on believing their own lies?
On April 27, a whole series of limitations and obstacles were suddenly imposed on the movements of the Cuban officials responsible for Juan Miguel, his wife and his two sons, who are currently 70 miles away. Only four visas were granted for the children who should travel to the United States to help with Elián’s recovery, and they have been limited to a 15-day stay. An absurd formula has been developed by which they must rotate every two weeks; and none of the crucially needed specialists requested by the family has received permission to travel to the United States. Obviously, the purpose was to isolate Juan Miguel, his wife and the two children in the distant Wye River estate in Maryland.
Coinciding with Mr. Bush and Mrs. Hillary Clinton’s statements, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright said in an interview with the Fox TV network, "We have some very serious problems with Cuba and we are going to maintain the embargo law" --that is what she calls the blockade and the economic war-- "and the Cuban Democracy Act" --that is how she refers to the genocidal Helms-Burton Act.
It is amazing, though, because nobody in Cuba had asked the U.S. government for forgiveness nor had anyone asked it to put an end to this blockade, which is becoming increasingly unsustainable and is definitely crumbling because it is obsolete and it is ever more costly in political and moral terms for the United States.
The forefathers who instituted our homeland’s heroic tradition of challenging the United States’ two-hundred-year old dream of annexing Cuba taught us that rights are demanded, not begged for. Nothing will be easy with regard to Cuba in the future. Forty years resisting all sorts of aggressions and injustices, and the war of ideas we have been waging ceaselessly throughout five long months have made us much stronger. 
We will fight tirelessly against the murderous Cuban Adjustment Act; against the cruel Helms-Burton Act, whose sponsors deserve to stand trial for the crime of genocide, according to the conventions signed in 1948 and 1949 by both Cuba and the United States; and against the Act whose namesake, Robert Torricelli, is an ally of the Miami terrorist mob. 
We will fight against the blockade and the economic war that our people have endured for almost half a century. We will fight against all subversive activities carried out from within the United States, including terrorist acts aimed at destabilizing our nation, and we will fight for the return to our homeland of the territory illegally occupied in our country. We will fulfill everything we pledged in the Baraguá Oath, in honor of the indelible and immortal memory of Antonio Maceo, the Bronze Titan.
We do not blame the American people; we blame those who are responsible for the lies used to deceive them for much longer than Lincoln ever imagined. On the contrary, we pay tribute to the overwhelming majority of those people who, despite all those lies, have opposed the odious crime committed against a small Cuban boy. 
It would be wise for the current and future leaders of the United States to realize that David has grown and that he has gradually become a moral giant who does not throw stones with his sling, but rather examples and ideas against which the Goliath of finances, colossal wealth, nuclear weapons, the most sophisticated technology and worldwide political power based on selfishness, demagogy, hypocrisy and lies is completely helpless. 
To ensure that they do not get their hopes too high over their ridiculous and Pyrrhic victory arising from the loathsome resolution adopted in Geneva, based on slander and imposed by the U.S. government through humiliating pressures and the backing of its NATO allies, during that same session Cuba put forward six resolutions in favor of Third World nations. They were all adopted by an overwhelming majority, with the United States voting against every single one, generally with the sole support or abstention of the small group of its wealthy European allies.
The peoples of an ungovernable world, who suffer poverty and indigence and are exploited and plundered at an ever-growing rate, will be our best comrades in arms. We certainly lack the financial resources to cooperate with them. Instead, we have an extraordinary and selfless human capital that the wealthy countries do not have and never will possess. 
Long live patriotism!
Long live socialism!
Long live internationalism!
Patria o muerte!
Venceremos!
 
Distinguished guests;
Workers;
Compatriots:

Exactly one year ago today, we gathered here for a historic rally. On that day, for the first time in 41 years, the traditional May Day March was changed to a Public Forum. It was an unforgettable moment in an unforgettable struggle.
The filmed images of that memorable day must be carefully preserved, so that future generations can see how their parents and grandparents achieved victory, and so that they may relive in part the emotion of the time.
The struggle did not cease when the boy returned with his father; it had barely just begun. We realized that the reasons behind that tragedy and others remained intact, and decided that we would not give up the fight, as we swore in Baraguá, until they had all been removed.
After 42 years of heroic resistance to a cruel and genocidal blockade, we have entered the new millennium with renewed energy and greater strength.
A new era of struggle was opening. The empire, much more powerful than ever before, had become the sole superpower. But our people, recently freed from neo-colonial status, saturated with McCarthyism propaganda and lies, poorly educated and almost illiterate politically, had made a colossal leap in history: they had eradicated illiteracy and graduated in universities hundreds of thousands of professionals with a far greater level of political consciousness than their historical adversary.
Our people have now achieved the highest degree of unity ever, and gained vast political experience and moral, patriotic and internationalist strength; these are the people who resolutely endured the Bay of Pigs invasion, the Missile Crisis, the dirty war, an ever more rigorous economic blockade, the demise of the USSR and the socialist bloc, and predictions of the impossibility of survival and an inevitable collapse.
Today, we are facing an enemy that is powerful in every way, except for ethics and ideas, with no message or response for the grave political, economic and social problems weighing down on the world today.
Internationally, there has never been such confusion, discontent and insecurity. On the brink of a profound political and economic crisis, imperialism cannot escape from its own shadow. It is condemned to plundering the rest of the world to an ever greater extent thus fomenting universal discontent and rebellion, even among its own allies.
Throughout almost two centuries, the indigenous population and other peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean have been the victims of the United States’ policy of expansion to the west and south of the original 13 colonies that declared their independence from British rule in 1776. First, in their advance towards the west they practically exterminated the indigenous peoples. Later, in 1835, they promoted the independence of Texas, where U.S. settlers were already living in large numbers. In 1847, they invaded Mexico, unleashing a brutal war; as a result, in February of 1848, they took possession of 55% of Mexico’s territory. And so they continued, exterminating the native peoples or displacing them from the lands they had lived on for centuries, and buying up territories of former European colonial powers to annexate them like they had done with Texas or conquer them like the territory stolen from Mexico. Thus, the United States, nurtured by large migrations from Europe in the second half of the 19th century, had become a powerful and prosperous nation, while the states from the Patagonia to the Canadian border that had rid themselves of Spanish colonial domination after the independence struggles begun by Venezuela in 1810, remained divided and isolated.
On June 20, 1898, the United States launched a military intervention in Cuba, at a moment when after a heroic and lengthy struggle by its finest sons and daughters our country was on the verge of achieving its independence from an exhausted and bankrupt Spain. Our country remained occupied by the U.S. forces for almost four years.
In 1902, the troops of the United States of America left the island, after the establishment of a neo-colony whose natural resources, lands and services it would retain under control with the additional support of an amendment imposed on our Constitution granting the United States the legal right to military intervention in our country. The glorious party created by Martí had been dismantled; the Liberation Army, which had fought throughout 30 years, was disarmed only to be replaced with an army organized and trained by the United States in the image and likeness of its own. The arbitrary and unfair right to intervene under any pretext was used on more than one occasion.
Puerto Rico, Cuba’s twin sister in the liberation struggle, like "the two wings of a bird," was turned into an U.S. colony, and retains this unfortunate status until today. Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Nicaragua and other Central American nations, and even Mexico, have been the victims of direct or indirect military intervention by the United States on repeated occasions. The Isthmus of Panama was occupied to complete construction of and guarantee access to the strategic canal that the United States controlled for almost a century. The U.S. pervasive presence in the rest of the South American nations was achieved through large investments, coups, military regimes and growing political, ideological and cultural interference. After World War II, the United States ran them all to its liking.
The first major curb on U.S. expansionism and political and economic control of Latin America came about in Cuba with the triumph of the Revolution on January 1, 1959. This ushered in a new stage in the history of the hemisphere. The price paid by our country up until today is well known, and it was almost dragged to a nuclear war.
Everything that has been done in this hemisphere by successive U.S. administrations, right up until now, has been strongly influenced by their obsession and fear over the troubling presence of the Cuban Revolution, from the days of the mercenary invasion of the Bay of Pigs and the Alliance for Progress, to Bush’s statements from the bunker in Quebec, where he invoked the name of José Martí, attributing to him a misinterpreted quote about freedom. Actually, although the triumph of the Revolution troubled them, its remarkable resistance for over four centuries sometimes creates the impression to have driven them insane.
With a despicable wretchedness that will go down in history as an unprecedented example of infamy, all of the governments of Latin America, with the exception of Mexico, joined more or less willingly in the isolation and blockade of Cuba. The OAS was so severely damaged that it has never recovered. Today, when a massive annexation of Latin American countries to the United States is being plotted, no one can explain the continued existence and spending of money on that repugnant institution, morally bankrupted forever by such an unscrupulous and treacherous behavior.
What the OAS did back then, as an instrument of the United States, is what the United States wants to do today with the FTAA not to isolate Cuba, but rather to liquidate sovereignty, to prevent integration, to devour the resources and frustrate the destinies of a group of peoples who --leaving out the English speaking-- add up to a total population of more than 500 millions with a shared Latin-based language, culture and history.
If the OAS sold its soul to the devil back then, betraying and selling out Cuba, so that the Latin American countries could receive, as a reward, the Cuban sugar quota on the U.S. market totaling several million tons, along with other favors, then what can be expected today of those bourgeois and oligarchic governments, devoid of any political or ethical principles, who voted alongside the United States in Geneva? Out of opportunism or cowardice, they provided the extreme-right U.S. government with the pretexts and justifications needed to maintain the genocidal blockade, and even a potential excuse for aggression against the people of Cuba, all served up on a silver platter.
Dragged along by the ill-fated annexationist current, it is only logical that many others, in the desperation created by enormous and unpayable debts and total economic dependence, will be led to the suicide of the FTAA.
There are Latin American politicians for whom talk of free trade is music to their ears, as if they were still living in the middle of last century, depending solely on the export of basic commodities and claming for the removal of U.S. tariff barriers. They have not realized that the world has changed, that many of those commodities, like fibers, rubber and other materials, have been replaced by synthetics, or foodstuffs like sugar by high fructose corn syrup, with a higher sweetening power and fewer calories which is thus preferred by many people; or artificial flavors like vanilla, strawberry and many others that imitate tropical and semi-tropical fruits. Their mindsets are frozen on the demands of half a century ago. Neoliberal poison and other lies have definitely blinded them, and still have large sectors of the population stultified; they do not understand the basics of the problems they suffer, because nothing is explained to them, or information is hidden from them.
There is absolutely no doubt that the governments of at least two of the most important countries in Latin America, those of Bolivar’s Venezuela and of Brazil, the largest and most highly populated Latin American nation, understand these realities, and are heading up the resistance.
For Cuba, it is positively clear that the so-called Free Trade Area of the Americas, under the terms, the timetable, the strategy, objectives and procedures imposed by the United States, would inexorably lead to Latin America’s annexation to the United States. This kind of association between an enormous industrial, technological and financial power and countries that suffer tearing poverty, underdevelopment and financial dependence on institutions under the aegis of the United States, which controls, directs and makes the decisions in the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and others, imposes such inequality that it is tantamount to nothing less than the total absorption of the economies of the Latin American and Caribbean countries by that of the United States.
All of the banks, insurance companies, telecommunications, shipping services and airlines will be U.S.-owned. All business will pass into the hands of U.S. companies, from the big retail store chains to pizza outlets and McDonalds.
The chemical industry, automotive, machinery and equipment industry, as well as other basic industries will all be U.S.-owned.
U.S. transnational companies will own the major research, biotechnology and genetic engineering centers and large pharmaceutical companies. The patents and technologies, almost without exception, will be U.S.-owned. The best Latin American scientists will work in U.S. laboratories.
The big hotel chains will be U.S.-owned.
The so-called entertainment industry will be an almost complete U.S. monopoly. As an almost exclusive supplier, Hollywood will produce movies and television series for the movie theaters, television networks and videocassette market of Latin America. Our countries, where consumption of these products is already around 80%, will see an even greater growth in their prevalence, as destructive to their values and national cultures as they are. But, how very wonderful that two or three Disneyland will surely be built in Central and South America!
The Latin American nations would continue to serve basically as sources of raw materials, producers of primary commodities and enormous profits for big transnational capital.
The U.S. agricultural sector receives some 80 billion dollars in subsidies and will continue receiving them in the future, whatever the disguise, although its per capita and per hectare productivity is much higher, due to the use of large and sophisticated machinery and abundant fertilization. It will grow genetically modified grains, with much higher crop yields, heedless of its implications for human health.
As a consequence, crops of corn, wheat, rice, soybeans and other grains will practically disappear from many Latin American countries that will be left with no food security.
When a major drought or other disasters affect agricultural production in entire regions of the world, in large countries like China, with abundant hard currency reserves, or India, with fewer reserves but a certain amount of financial resources, they could find themselves obliged to buy tens of millions of tons of grains. If this happened, the prices of these products could reach unattainable levels for many Latin American countries, if their own grain production is wiped out by the FTAA. No matter how large the crop yields are the United States can only produce a small percentage of the food needed by a growing world population, which is now over 6.1 billion. A decrease in food production in Latin America would affect not only the Latin American countries, but also the rest of the world.
Latin America will continue, under ever more difficult and intolerable conditions, to play the sad role of a supplier of raw materials and increasingly cheap labor, as compared to the salaries paid in the United States, which are 15 or 20 times higher than what the big transnational companies pay in the factories they have opened throughout the region. What is more, these factories employ fewer and fewer people as automation expands and productivity grows. Therefore, the notion that large numbers of jobs will be created is an illusion. The agricultural sector, which tends to provide employment for a higher number of workers, will be affected by the elements mentioned earlier. As a result, unemployment will grow considerably. Germany and other European countries have unemployment rates of up to 10%, despite the enormously high number of industries and services there.
The Latin American nations will be compelled to become large free trade areas with low taxes or none. These countries have begun to compete with each other, seeking foreign investment at any cost. They are invited to produce seasonal vegetables and tropical fruit that could supply the whole U.S. market with less than a million hectares of well-cultivated lands.
Perhaps they will be visited by a larger number of American tourists who will travel throughout the vast territory of Central and South America, staying in U.S.-owned hotels, traveling on U.S.-owned airlines and cruise ships, using U.S.-owned communications services, eating in U.S.-owned restaurants, and shopping in U.S.-owned stores, where they will buy goods produced by U.S.-owned companies with Latin American petroleum and raw materials. Latin America will export oil, copper, bauxite, meat (as long as it is free of hoof and mouth disease), bananas and other fruits, if there are no non-tariff protectionist measures in place, and perhaps a few handicrafts.
What will be left? The worst paid and most grueling jobs in U.S.-owned companies, or employment as servants in the homes of U.S. executives and managers, highly qualified professionals, or what is left of the local bourgeoisie. Only a minority of the privileged bourgeoisie and the working aristocracy will stand to gain anything. Large masses of workers will be laid off, as it is the case today in Argentina, where the unemployment rate is between 15% and 20%, and this without any kind of unemployment benefits. This are the fruits of neoliberalism, despite the tens of billions of dollars of foreign capital invested, the privatization and sale to foreign companies of almost all state companies, and the enormous debt contracted through the large loans received.
The FTAA will mean more neoliberalism, less protection of the national industry and interests, more unemployment, and more social problems.
It is absolutely certain that national currencies will be lost. None of them will survive; they will all be replaced by the US dollar. Even without the FTAA, there is already such a rising trend involving numerous countries that follow in the steps of the decision adopted by Ecuador. The U.S. Federal Reserve will dictate the monetary policy of every one of them. The FTAA, which will only benefit big transnational capital, will not benefit American workers either, as many will be laid off. That is why their representatives protested so strongly in Quebec, just as they had fiercely protested before against the WTO in Seattle.
If Cuba did not have an independent monetary policy, it would never have achieved the sevenfold appreciation in the value of the peso between 1994 and 1999, nor would it have been possible to endure the special period.
Two decisive elements were at play: non-membership in the International Monetary fund and an independent monetary policy.
The minute that everything I have said until now about the FTAA happens, it will no longer be possible to speak of independence, and annexation will begin to be a reality. And this is absolutely not an overstatement.
The worst, saddest, most shameless and hypocritical thing of all, is that they intend to take this monstrous step without consulting their peoples. This is all the democracy that can be expected from the imperial power and its lackeys.
I am firmly convinced that Latin America and the Caribbean can be devoured, albeit never digested, by the decadent empire, because the peoples will ensure that our continent’s nations rise up from their ashes and integrate, as they must integrate and unite in search of a greater, more dignified destiny. However, it would be much better if the hundreds of millions of Latin Americans and Caribbeans were spared the difficult stage of the subsequent struggle for our liberation.
We must prevent annexation, and resolutely demand, from this moment forward, that no government is allowed to sell out a nation behind its people’s back! There can be no annexation without a plebiscite! We must build an awareness of the dangers and of what the FTAA will entail.
We must revive Bolívar’s dignity and his dreams, and the dignity and dreams of San Martín, O’Higgins, Sucre, Morazán, Hidalgo, Morelos, Juárez and Martí.
Let nobody be fooled into thinking that the peoples will sit back doing nothing and allow to be sold like slaves at an auction!
Today, we will stage the first protest. Within a few minutes, we will set out with hundreds of thousands of Cubans, on a Latin American protest march on the United States Interests Section, shouting this slogan: Annexation no, plebiscite yes! Annexation no, plebiscite yes! Annexation no, plebiscite yes! Let it ring out loud and clear, and be heard all the way up in Washington!
Today, in the company of hundreds of leaders and representatives of the workers of Latin America, the Caribbean, the United States, Canada, Europe, Asia and Africa, we say: Latin American and Caribbean Independence or Death!
Hasta la victoria siempre!
Venceremos!



Distinguished guests;
Dear countrymen:
         We were condemned in Geneva by those who believe that this sea of people gathered here, which can be seen from every corner of the globe, has been deprived of its human rights. I am certain that not one of those Latin American countries that promoted, co-sponsored or supported this project could gather even 5 % of the number here in their respective capitals.
         Are these fanatic, ignorant and uncultured individuals who lack any historical or political knowledge? If we were to ask this mass of people if there were any amongst them who could not read or write; or if there were any functional illiterate people who had never studied beyond grammar school, not one person could raise their hand. But if we were to ask how many of this same mass have the education of a ninth grader or above, more than  90 %, would raise their hands. The only ones who wouldn’t raise their hands would be the students who haven’t yet reached their 15th birthdays.
         Our people’s glorious tradition of rebellion and patriotic struggle, to which we must today add a full and profound understanding of freedom, equality and human dignity; their solidarity and internationalist spirit; their self-confidence and heroic conduct; 43 years of tenacious and unrelenting struggle against the powerful empire; a broad and solid political culture and an extraordinary humanism –all of these qualities cultivated by the Revolution-- have made Cuba a unique country.
         Wretched indeed is the destiny of hundreds of millions of people in this part of the world who, from a truly human perspective, have been as yet unable to emerge from humanity’s prehistory. And it will not be possible for them to escape such condition while the pillage that slaughtered tens of millions of their native ancestors, successively turning their countries into colonies, neo-colonies and economically dependant and underdeveloped countries, continues to govern their destiny.
Events prior to, during and after Geneva are barely distinguishable from the shameful history with which our people have been more than familiar since the very first days after the triumph of the Revolution on January 1st, 1959.
         Cuba was the last Latin American country to free itself from Spanish colonialism after a heroic and lone struggle. Yet, it was unable to enjoy that victory, as it immediately fell in the hands of the fledgling North American empire, from which it once again liberated itself with the same determination and heroism 61 years later although it would be disgracefully abandoned and betrayed by every other Latin American government.
         No book by Marx or Lenin could illustrate the anti-national, submissive and treacherous nature of the Latin American oligarchies and the true significance of imperialism for the destiny of our people as clearly as the last 43 years of our Revolution’s history. Every oligarchic and bourgeois government joined in the imperialist policy of isolation, blockade and aggression against Cuba, the sole exception being a country that had experienced its own great social revolution some decades before, the same that brought justice and real progress to the people of a nation mutilated by the insatiable expansionism of its northern neighbor and made the martyr on numerous occasions throughout its hazardous and painful history of foreign intervention and conquest. Tragically, this time the exception has become rule.
         Cuba is no longer the illiterate, uncultured and inexperienced country of those early days. Today, the Latin American population, that numbered 208 millions at that time including the English-speaking Caribbean nations, have swelled to 526 millions. They have also had the opportunity to learn firsthand the meaning of imperialist domination, exploitation, injustice and pillage. Despite the deluge of slander and lies against our exemplary people and their admirable struggle, and in the face of countless capitulations across the globe, there are ever more people who realize that Cuba is a powerful moral force, that defends the truth and shows its solidarity with other people of the world.
         Our Latin American brothers have repeatedly been told stories as fantastic as those in the “Arabian nights”, in which they believe less and less every day. For 50 years they have been told that the hundreds of thousands of children that die every year due to neglect and hunger; the millions that work for pitiful salaries cleaning car windshields or shoes, or being traded or sexually exploited instead of going to school, represent democracy and respect for human rights. That the hundreds of millions of human beings living in poverty despite the immense wealth and natural resources that surround them; the vast number of unemployed and underemployed people and informal laborers who survive without the slightest aid, social security or protection; the medical neglect of mothers, children, old people and the poor population in general; the marginalization, drugs, lack of security and crime, are called democracy; are called respect for human rights. That the death squads, summary executions, torture, and the vanishing and murder of people; that the bribery, misappropriation, diversion and bare-faced robbery of public funds while schools and hospitals are closed, national assets and resources are privatized or often given away to domestic and foreign friends and partners in crime and corruption, constitute the fullest expression of democracy and human rights. It doesn’t occur to them that the economic, political and social system that they defend is a total negation of all possibility of equality, freedom, democracy, human dignity and justice.
         An illiterate person or one whose education barely surpasses 4th grade, or one who lives in poverty or extreme poverty, or is unemployed or lives in shanty towns where the most unimaginable conditions are rife, or a person who wanders the streets exposed to the constant poison of commercial advertising sowing the seeds of fantasies, illusions and the desire for impossible consumption, a person such as this, that indeed could include vast numbers of people in the desperate daily fight for survival, could be the victim of every kind of abuse, blackmail, pressure and deceit and could lack any representative organization or see these crushed. It is certainly unlikely that such a person could be in a position to understand the complex problems of the world and the society in which they live. They are in no position to exercise their democratic rights, nor decide which is the most honest or demagogic or hypocritical candidate, this under a torrent of propaganda and lies where those with the most resources spout the most lies and deceit.
No freedom of expression can exist where the principal and most effective media are an exclusive monopoly in the hands of the richest and most privileged sectors, sworn enemies of any economic, political or social change. The enjoyment of wealth, education, knowledge and culture are the preserve of those who, accounting for a tiny fraction of the population, receive the larger part of the goods produced in their countries. It is no coincidence that Latin America exhibits the greatest differences between the richest and the poorest.
What kind of democracy and human rights could exist in these conditions? It would be like trying to grow flowers in the middle of the Sahara desert.
On the other hand, when the total stripping of natural resources and the appropriation of human labor is presented as the ideal social and development model and the FTAA, i.e. the annexation and absorption of Latin America by the United States and dollarization are offered as the only way, it is clear that the prevailing political and economic system is approaching total crisis.
Events in Argentina, that is today embroiled in an unbelievable economic and political chaos that has reduced the country to hunger, with more than 20% unemployment among the working population and where the people’s bank savings --especially those of the middle and lower income classes– have been practically confiscated, point to nothing less than the swan song of neoliberal globalization. Such a crisis inevitably produces a complete lack of ethics and values.
The behavior of many leaders as they watch their model economies collapse like so many houses of cards is truly obnoxious.
People’s protests are crushed with amazing violence. Tear gas, people dragged through the streets, brutality exercised against masses by the police armed with shields and swathed in the strangest helmets and outfits giving them the appearance of recent arrivals from a distant planet, are the methods used to defend that democracy and their citizen’s human rights.
         Similar scenes have never been witnessed in our country. Never, over more than four decades, has force been used against our people. The revolutionary process grows out of the closest unity and cooperation of all our people, under a consensus without precedent in any other country in the world, unworkable and even unimaginable in a society of exploiters and exploited.
         A cultured, rebellious, brave and heroic people such as the Cuban could never be ruled by force, nor a force exist that would rule it because the Cuban people is the force. Never would our people stir up rebellion against themselves because they are the revolution, they are the government, they are the power. It is with their courage, intelligence and ideas that they have defended themselves from the most powerful empire the world has ever known.
         Such a political phenomenon had never before occurred in our hemisphere.
         Force has always been used by the oligarchs and the empire against the people.
         Each and every one of the Latin American countries that condemned us in Geneva or co-sponsored the draft resolution against Cuba are well below achieving the educational, cultural and social rates that are essential for a healthy, decent and just life of their citizens. Not one can match Cuba in a single one of these rates.
For the sake of time, I will outline just a few figures for Latin America as a whole as compared to Cuba.
Illiteracy rate: Latin America, 11.7 %; Cuba, 0.2 %
Inhabitants per teacher: Latin America, 98.4; Cuba, 43, in other words, 2.3 times as many teachers per capita
Primary education enrolment ratio: Latin America, 92 %; Cuba, 100%
Secondary education enrolment ratio: Latin America, 52 %; Cuba, 99.7 %
Primary school students reaching Fifth Grade: Latin America, 76 %; Cuba, 100 %
Infant mortality per thousand live births: Latin America, 32; Cuba, 6.2
Medical doctors per hundred thousand inhabitants: Latin America, 160; Cuba, 590
Dentists per hundred thousand inhabitants: Latin America, 63; Cuba, 89
Nurses per hundred thousand inhabitants: Latin America, 69; Cuba, 743
Hospital beds per 100 thousand inhabitants: Latin America, 220; Cuba, 631.6
Medically attended births: Latin America, 86.5 %; Cuba, 100 %
Life expectancy at birth: Latin America, 70 years; Cuba, 76 years
  Population between 15 and 49 years of age infected with HIV/AIDS: Latin America, 0.5 %; Cuba, 0.05 %
  Annual AIDS infection rate per million inhabitants, i.e. those who develop the disease: Latin America, 65.25; Cuba, 15.6
  The first international study of the Latin American Laboratory of Evaluation of educational quality, carried out in 12 Latin American countries including Cuba, produced the following results.  Although these data have been already mentioned, I would like to briefly refer to them in detail:
In Language, 3rd Grade: Cuba, 85.74 points; the remaining 11 countries, 59.11 points
In Language, 4th Grade: Cuba, 87.25; the rest, 63.75
In Mathematics, 3rd Grade: Cuba, 87.75; the rest, 58.31
In Mathematics, 4th Grade: Cuba, 88.25; the rest, 62.04
What is or will be the future of those countries?
According to these figures, of the seven Latin American countries that voted against Cuba, four --Costa Rica, Chile, Argentina and Uruguay-- that had boasted in the past of being the most advanced in the region, fall well behind Cuban figures. In some of these, they reach or scrape past the half way mark in comparison to Cuba, but in others they are very well below. This is the case of pre-school education for 0-5 year olds, for example, that only reaches 15.8 %  of the children in that age group in Chile as compared to Cuba’s 99.2 %.
         It requires a truly cynical person to join such a Mafia-style adventure, in which they have been involved at the urge of the imperial overlords.
         The response to the emergence of the Bolivarian Revolution in which the people and the military joined together to unleash a revolutionary and democratic process that is also unprecedented, was a fascist coup d’état.
The privileged oligarchy, that enjoys the bulk of the country’s income and owns the most powerful media, set its followers on the Bolivarian people and the headquarters of the President himself under the influence and support of imperialism. Their goal was a bloody encounter that could be used to justify the coordinated actions of a small but extremely well-placed military force. Miraculously a bloody civil war was averted, thanks to the reasonable and sensible behavior of President Chávez, the support of the Bolivarian people and the loyalty of the vast majority of the officers and men of the Armed Forces in that sister nation. A new page in America’s complex and arduous history has been turned by the very people that began the process of independence from Spain in this hemisphere.
The stripping of Cuba’s right to representation in Monterrey, the fascist coup in Venezuela and the disgraceful behavior in Geneva in the order in which they occurred have exposed and offered evidence of the dirty and hypocritical politics of the empire’s lackeys. I must point out that the Presidents of Brazil, Ecuador, the Dominican Republic, Haiti and the English-speaking Caribbean countries did not join the celebrations of the coup. In the same way, Bolivia and Colombia joined the above countries in rejecting the deplorable behavior in Geneva.
As for the fascist coup, not one condemned it except for the Argentinean President who was perhaps nervous considering his delicate political situation in which even a police Sargent could easily overthrow him.
One month later, when the scandal broke out after the shameful Monterrey episode, some leaders maintained a decent silence. Not so the distinguished Secretary General of the discredited and repulsive OAS, as if that organization really existed. He threw poison darts with his support for the abuse sustained by Cuba.
What a trash are many of those who pretend to be sovereign governors!
The honorable history of our Motherland, that once stood alone in battle against practically every one of the predecessors to those governments that voted against Cuba, who had allied themselves to the United States at that time in support of the Bay of Pigs invasion; that heroically resisted without a moment’s weakness on the brink of being wiped off the face of the Earth in the October Crisis of 1962; should shame those conspiring with the United States in Geneva, if they still have at least, the freedom to be ashamed of themselves. Neither will they be able to deny without blushing that when the socialist camp collapsed, the USSR disintegrated, the Yankee blockade was tightened to include the sale of medicines and food, classified as a crime of genocide by the 1948 and 1949 Conventions, and all believed that the Cuban Revolution would be on its knees in just a few weeks, our people endured with unprecedented heroism and resilience.
         Cuba, after withstanding the most unbelievable difficulties and threats, terrorist attacks and risks of all kinds has never and will never put down its flags before the hegemonic superpower that today hands out orders to its lackeys and bootlickers in this unfortunate hemisphere through a terrorist made Assistant Secretary of State for Latin America, showing an utter lack of respect by the United States government and an utter lack of modesty by its lackeys.
When Cuba’s honor, morale and credibility were called into question by the disagreement with the host country, it became very clear that hypocrisy and lies are inseparable and almost unique tools of the prevailing political and economic system in Latin America.
         My decency and ethics were under question when, placed in the dilemma of being loyal to a lie or loyal to the truth; loyal to deceit and slandering manipulation of the facts, or loyal to our people and all peoples of the world, I was loyal to the truth and to the people.  The vestal virgins of the temple of hypocrisy tore their clothes in the name of privacy. Even honest men who had been outraged witnesses in the past to electoral incidents and dishonest traps of political adversaries were led to believe that my behavior was inappropriate.
I did not invent anything, I called no-one nor laid any trap for anyone. I gave as much warning as I could to those who had challenged me for more than a month with their demands for evidence, evidence and more evidence. Although by no means did I feel bound by what was later proved, in the course of events, to be a deceitful trick to force me into silence and confidentiality over such a significant issue, I clearly demanded the cessation of all offences. Then, when the lies, slander and demands for proof continued over several weeks, I fulfilled the warning I had made.
         I was also accused of being vengeful because of the unfulfilled promise related to Geneva. All my life I have been a gentleman to my adversaries, even in war situations surrounded by death. I’ve never humiliated, offended nor wreaked revenge on a single prisoner, not even in the case of the Bay of Pigs while my comrades lay mortally wounded or dead around me. But I do know how to distinguish the ethical from the unethical. I delayed presentation of the evidence demanded from me only out of the desire to cause no harm to a sister country I admire and respect. Representatives from some friendly governments that participated in the Summit chastised me for not having presented the evidence in the conference itself.
         Lying is and will always be unjustifiable from a political, ethical and religious perspective. From what I remember of the catechism lessons I received in 1st Grade in a catholic school, it violates the eighth commandment of God’s law. One must be honorable.
I did not seek any pretexts, and I did not hesitate in expressing the need and duty to leave a historical record of that conversation which they asked me to keep private only once it had already begun. My personal letter to the President was also private, however, it was published without consulting me 48 hours later, on the very same day I left Monterrey.
         I truly regret having to include this issue in my speech, but I felt it was my duty to do so. High raking officials from that country continue to attack us on a daily basis over this subject, which is still too fresh to consign it to the wastebasket of forgetfulness.
         To those who so foolishly speak and repeat the imperialists slogan that no democracy and no respect for human rights exist in Cuba, let me repeat: no-one can question the fact that, despite being very small, our country today is the freest, fairest and most supportive country on the planet. It is also by far the most democratic. There is only one Party, but this neither nominates nor elects candidates. This is completely forbidden: it is the citizens from the grassroots level who propose, nominate and elect candidates. Our country enjoys an enviable and ever more solid and indestructible unity. The media is public and does not and cannot belong to private individuals. It carries no commercial advertisements and it does not promote consumerism; it entertains and informs, educates and never alienates.
         Cuba already occupies world-wide outstanding and hard-to-surpass positions in a growing number of fields essential to guarantee life and the most fundamental political, civil, social, and human rights to ensure the well-being and future of our people. The mass political knowledge of the Cuban people is unrivalled in any other country. Its cultural and social programs and achievements advance at an unprecedented pace.
Our dreams become reality. A more humane society is possible, lies and slander notwithstanding. History will bear this out.
        
Long live Socialism!
         Motherland or Death!
         We shall overcome!



Distinguished guests;
Dear fellow Cubans:
Our heroic people have struggled for 44 years from this small Caribbean island just a few miles away from the most formidable imperial power ever known by mankind. In so doing, they have written an unprecedented chapter in history. Never has the world witnessed such an unequal fight.
Some may have believed that the rise of the empire to the status of the sole superpower, with a military and technological might with no balancing pole anywhere in the world, would frighten or dishearten the Cuban people. Yet, today they have no choice but to watch in amazement the enhanced courage of this valiant people. On a day like today, this glorious international workers’ day, which commemorates the death of the five martyrs of Chicago, I declare, on behalf of the one million Cubans gathered here, that we will face up to any threats, we will not yield to any pressures, and that we are prepared to defend our homeland and our Revolution with ideas and with weapons to our last drop of blood.
What is Cuba’s sin? What honest person has any reason to attack her?
With their own blood and the weapons seized from the enemy, the Cuban people overthrew a cruel tyranny with 80,000 men under arms, imposed by the U.S. government.
Cuba was the first territory free from imperialist domination in Latin America and the Caribbean, and the only country in the hemisphere, throughout post-colonial history, where the torturers, murderers and war criminals that took the lives of tens of thousands of people were exemplarily punished.
All of the country’s land was recovered and turned over to the peasants and agricultural workers. The natural resources, industries and basic services were placed in the hands of their only true owner: the Cuban nation.
In less than 72 hours, fighting ceaselessly, day and night, Cuba crushed the Bay of Pigs mercenary invasion organized by a U.S. administration, thereby preventing a direct military intervention by this country and a war of incalculable consequences. The Revolution already had the Rebel Army, over 400,000 weapons and hundreds of thousands of militia members.
In 1962, Cuba confronted with honor, and without a single concession, the risk of being attacked with dozens of nuclear weapons.
It defeated the dirty war that spread throughout the entire country, at a cost in human lives even greater than that of the war of liberation.
It stoically endured thousands of acts of sabotage and terrorist attacks organized by the U.S. government.
It thwarted hundreds of assassination plots against the leaders of the Revolution.
While under a rigorous blockade and economic warfare that have lasted for almost half a century, Cuba was able to eradicate in just one year the illiteracy that has still not been overcome in the course of more than four decades by the rest of the countries of Latin America, or the United States itself.
It has brought free education to 100% of the country’s children.
It has the highest school retention rate –over 99% between kindergarten and ninth grade– of all of the nations in the hemisphere.
Its elementary school students rank first worldwide in the knowledge of their mother language and mathematics.
The country also ranks first worldwide with the highest number of teachers per capita and the lowest number of students per classroom.
All children with physical or mental challenges are enrolled in special schools.
Computer education and the use of audiovisual methods now extend to all of the country’s children, adolescents and youth, in both the cities and the countryside.
For the first time in the world, all young people between the ages of 17 and 30, who were previously neither in school nor employed, have been given the opportunity to resume their studies while receiving an allowance.
All citizens have the possibility of undertaking studies that will take them from kindergarten to a doctoral degree without spending a penny.
Today, the country has 30 university graduates, intellectuals and professional artists for every one there was before the Revolution.
The average Cuban citizen today has at the very least a ninth-grade level of education.
Not even functional illiteracy exists in Cuba.
There are schools for the training of artists and art instructors throughout all of the country’s provinces, where over 20,000 young people are currently studying and developing their talent and vocation. Tens of thousands more are doing the same at vocational schools, and many of these then go on to undertake professional studies.
University campuses are progressively spreading to all of the country’s municipalities. Never in any other part of the world has such a colossal educational and cultural revolution taken place as this that will turn Cuba, by far, into the country with the highest degree of knowledge and culture in the world, faithful to Martí’s profound conviction that "no freedom is possible without culture."
Infant mortality has been reduced from 60 per 1000 live births to a rate that fluctuates between 6 and 6.5, which is the lowest in the hemisphere, from the United States to Patagonia.
Life expectancy has increased by 15 years.
Infectious and contagious diseases like polio, malaria, neonatal tetanus, diphtheria, measles, rubella, mumps, whooping cough and dengue have been eradicated; others like tetanus, meningococcal meningitis, hepatitis B, leprosy, hemophilus meningitis and tuberculosis are fully controlled.
Today, in our country, people die of the same causes as in the most highly developed countries: cardiovascular diseases, cancer, accidents, and others, but with a much lower incidence.
A profound revolution is underway to bring medical services closer to the population, in order to facilitate access to health care centers, save lives and alleviate suffering.
In-depth research is being carried out to break the chain, mitigate or reduce to a minimum the problems that result from genetic, prenatal or childbirth-related causes.
Cuba is today the country with the highest number of doctors per capita in the world, with almost twice as many as those that follow closer.
Our scientific centers are working relentlessly to find preventive or therapeutic solutions for the most serious diseases.
Cubans will have the best healthcare system in the world, and will continue to receive all services absolutely free of charge.
Social security covers 100% of the country’s citizens.
In Cuba, 85% of the people own their homes and they pay no property taxes on them whatsoever. The remaining 15% pay a wholly symbolic rent, which is only 10% of their salary.
Illegal drug use involves a negligible percentage of the population, and is being resolutely combated.
Lottery and other forms of gambling have been banned since the first years of the Revolution to ensure that no one pins their hopes of progress on luck.
There is no commercial advertising on Cuban television and radio or in our printed publications. Instead, these feature public service announcements concerning health, education, culture, physical education, sports, recreation, environmental protection, and the fight against drugs, accidents and other social problems. Our media educate, they do not poison or alienate. They do not worship or exalt the values of decadent consumer societies.
Discrimination against women was eradicated, and today women make up 64% of the country’s technical and scientific workforce.
From the earliest months of the Revolution, not a single one of the forms of racial discrimination copied from the south of the United States was left intact. In recent years, the Revolution has been particularly striving to eliminate any lingering traces of the poverty and lack of access to education that afflicted the descendants of those who were enslaved for centuries, creating objective differences that tended to be perpetuated. Soon, not even a shadow of the consequences of that terrible injustice will remain.
There is no cult of personality around any living revolutionary, in the form of statues, official photographs, or the names of streets or institutions. The leaders of this country are human beings, not gods.
In our country there are no paramilitary forces or death squads, nor has violence ever been used against the people. There are no executions without due process and no torture. The people have always massively supported the activities of the Revolution. This rally today is proof of that.
Light years separate our society from what has prevailed until today in the rest of the world. We cultivate brotherhood and solidarity among individuals and peoples both in the country and abroad.
The new generations and the entire people are being educated about the need to protect the environment. The media are used to build environmental awareness.
Our country steadfastly defends its cultural identity, assimilating the best of other cultures while resolutely combating everything that distorts, alienates and degrades.
The development of wholesome, non-professional sports has raised our people to the highest ranks worldwide in medals and honors.
Scientific research, at the service of our people and all humanity, has increased several-hundredfold. As a result of these efforts, important medications are saving lives in Cuba and other countries.
Cuba has never undertaken research or development of a single biological weapon, because this would be in total contradiction with the principles and philosophy underlying the education of our scientific personnel, past and present.
In no other people has the spirit of international solidarity become so deeply rooted.
Our country supported the Algerian patriots in their struggle against French colonialism, at the cost of damaging political and economic relations with such an important European country as France.
We sent weapons and troops to defend Algeria from Moroccan expansionism, when the king of this country sought to take control of the iron mines of Gara Djebilet, near the city of Tindouf, in southwest Algeria.
At the request of the Arab nation of Syria, a full tank brigade stood guard between 1973 and 1975 alongside the Golan Heights, when this territory was unjustly seized from that country.
The leader of the Republic of Congo when it first achieved independence, Patrice Lumumba, who was harassed from abroad, received our political support. When he was assassinated by the colonial powers in January of 1961, we lent assistance to his followers.
Four years later, in 1965, Cuban blood was shed in the western region of Lake Tanganyika, where Che Guevara and more than 100 Cuban instructors supported the Congolese rebels who were fighting against white mercenaries in the service of the man supported by the West, that is, Mobutu whose 40 billion dollars, the same that he stole, nobody knows what European banks they are kept in, or in whose power.
The blood of Cuban instructors was shed while training and supporting the combatants of the African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde, who fought under the command of Amilcar Cabral for the liberation of these former Portuguese colonies.
The same was true during the ten years that Cuba supported Agostinho Neto’s MPLA in the struggle for the independence of Angola. After independence was achieved, and over the course of 15 years, hundreds of thousands of Cuban volunteers participated in defending Angola from the attacks of racist South African troops that in complicity with the United States, and using dirty war tactics, planted millions of mines, wiped out entire villages, and murdered more than half a million Angolan men, women and children.
In Cuito Cuanavale and on the Namibian border, to the southwest of Angola, Angolan and Namibian forces together with 40,000 Cuban troops dealt the final blow to the South African troops. This resulted in the immediate liberation of Namibia and speeded up the end of apartheid by perhaps 20 to 25 years. At the time, the South Africans had seven nuclear warheads that Israel had supplied to them or helped them to produce, with the full knowledge and complicity of the U.S. government.
Throughout the course of almost 15 years, Cuba had a place of honor in its solidarity with the heroic people of Viet Nam, caught up in a barbaric and brutal war with the United States. That war killed four million Vietnamese, in addition to all those left wounded and mutilated, not to mention the fact that the country was inundated with chemical compounds that continue to cause incalculable damage. The pretext: Viet Nam, a poor and underdeveloped country located 20,000 kilometers away, constituted a threat to the national security of the United States.
Cuban blood was shed together with that of citizens of numerous Latin American countries, and together with the Cuban and Latin American blood of Che Guevara, murdered on instructions from U.S. agents in Bolivia, when he was wounded and being held prisoner after his weapon had been rendered useless by a shot received in battle.
The blood of Cuban construction workers, that were nearing completion of an international airport vital for the economy of a tiny island fully dependent on tourism, was shed fighting in defense of Grenada, invaded by the United States under cynical pretexts.
Cuban blood was shed in Nicaragua, when instructors from our Armed Forces were training the brave Nicaraguan soldiers confronting the dirty war organized and armed by the United States against the Sandinista revolution.
And there are even more examples.
Over 2000 heroic Cuban internationalist combatants gave their lives fulfilling the sacred duty of supporting the liberation struggles for the independence of other sister nations. However, there is not one single Cuban property in any of those countries. No other country in our era has exhibited such sincere and selfless solidarity.
Cuba has always preached by example. It has never given in. It has never sold out the cause of another people. It has never made concessions. It has never betrayed its principles. There must be some reason why, just 48 hours ago, it was reelected by acclamation in the United Nations Economic and Social Council to another three years in the Commission on Human Rights, of which it has now been a member for 15 straight years.
More than half a million Cubans have carried out internationalist missions as combatants, as teachers, as technicians or as doctors and health care workers. Tens of thousands of the latter have provided their services and saved millions of lives over the course of more than 40 years. There are currently 3000 specialists in Comprehensive General Medicine and other healthcare personnel working in the most isolated regions of 18 Third World countries. Through preventive and therapeutic methods they save hundreds of thousands of lives every year, and maintain or restore the health of millions of people, without charging a penny for their services.
Without the Cuban doctors offered to the United Nations in the event that the necessary funds are obtained –without which entire nations and even whole regions of sub-Saharan Africa face the risk of perishing– the crucial programs urgently needed to fight AIDS would be impossible to carry out.
The developed capitalist world has created abundant financial capital, but it has not in any way created the human capital that the Third World desperately needs.
Cuba has developed techniques to teach reading and writing by radio, with accompanying texts now available in five languages –Haitian Creole, Portuguese, French, English and Spanish– that are already being used in numerous countries. It is nearing completion of a similar program in Spanish, of exceptionally high quality, to teach literacy by television. These are programs that were developed in Cuba and are genuinely Cuban. We are not interested in patents and exclusive copyrights. We are willing to offer them to all of the countries of the Third World, where most of the world’s illiterates are concentrated, without charging a penny. In five years, the 800 million illiterate people in the world could be reduced by 80%, at a minimal cost.
After the demise of the USSR and the socialist bloc, nobody would have bet a dime on the survival of the Cuban Revolution. The United States tightened the blockade. The Torricelli and Helms-Burton Acts were adopted, both extraterritorial in nature. We abruptly lost our main markets and supplies sources. The population’s average calorie and protein consumption was reduced by almost half. But our country withstood the pressures and even advanced considerably in the social field.
Today, it has largely recovered with regard to nutritional requirements and is rapidly progressing in other fields. Even in these conditions, the work undertaken and the consciousness built throughout the years succeeded in working miracles. Why have we endured? Because the Revolution has always had, as it still does and always will to an ever-greater degree, the support of the people, an intelligent people, increasingly united, educated and combative.
Cuba was the first country to extend its solidarity to the people of the United States on September 11, 2001. It was also the first to warn of the neo-fascist nature of the policy that the extreme right in the United States, which fraudulently came to power in November of 2000, was planning to impose on the rest of the world. This policy did not emerge as a response to the atrocious terrorist attack perpetrated against the people of the United States by members of a fanatical organization that had served other U.S. administrations in the past. It was coldly and carefully conceived and developed, which explains the country’s military build-up and enormous spending on weapons at a time when the Cold War was already over, and long before September 11, 2001. The fateful events of that day served as an ideal pretext for the implementation of such policy.
On September 20 of that year, President Bush openly expressed this before a Congress shaken by the tragic events of nine days earlier. Using bizarre terminology, he spoke of "infinite justice" as the goal of a war that would apparently be infinite as well.
"Americans should not expect one battle, but a lengthy campaign, unlike any other we have ever seen."
"We will use every necessary weapon of war."
"Every nation, in every region, now has a decision to make. Either you are with us, or you are with the terrorists."
"I've called the Armed Forces to alert, and there is a reason. The hour is coming when America will act."
"This is civilization's fight."
"…the great achievement of our time, and the great hope of every time --now depends on us."
"The course of this conflict is not known, yet its outcome is certain … and we know that God is not neutral."
Did a statesman or an unbridled fanatic speak these words?
Two days later, on September 22, Cuba denounced this speech as the blueprint for the idea of a global military dictatorship imposed through brute force, without international laws or institutions of any kind.
"The United Nations Organization, simply ignored in the present crisis, would fail to have any authority or prerogative whatsoever. There would be only one boss, only one judge, and only one law."
Several months later, on the 200th anniversary of West Point Military Academy, at the graduation exercise for 958 cadets on June 3, 2002, President Bush further elaborated on this line of thinking in a fiery harangue to the young soldiers graduating that day, in which he put forward his fundamental fixed ideas:
"Our security will require transforming the military you will lead -- a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans to be forward-looking and resolute, to be ready for preemptive action when necessary to defend our liberty and to defend our lives."
"We must uncover terror cells in 60 or more countries…"
"…we will send you, our soldiers, where you're needed."
"We will not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet at the mercy of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from our country and from the world."
"Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak the language of right and wrong. I disagree. … We are in a conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name. By confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we reveal a problem. And we will lead the world in opposing it."
In the speech I delivered at a rally held in General Antonio Maceo Square in Santiago de Cuba, on June 8, 2002, before half a million people of Santiago, I said:
"As you can see, he doesn’t mention once in his speech (at West Point) the United Nations Organization. Nor is there a phrase about every people’s right to safety and peace, or about the need for a world ruled by principles and norms."
"Hardly two thirds of a century has passed since humanity went through the bitter experience of Nazism. Fear was Hitler’s inseparable ally against his adversaries… Later, his fearful military force [led to] the outbreak of a war that would inflame the whole world. The lack of vision and the cowardice of the statesmen in the strongest European powers of the time opened the way to a great tragedy.
"I don’t think that a fascist regime can be established in the United States. Serious mistakes have been made and injustices committed in the framework of its political system --many of them still persist-- but the American people still have a number of institutions and traditions, as well as educational, cultural and ethical values that would hardly allow that to happen. The risk exists in the international arena. The power and prerogatives of that country’s president are so extensive, and the economic, technological and military power network in that nation is so pervasive that due to circumstances that fully escape the will of the American people, the world is coming under the rule of Nazi concepts and methods."
"The miserable insects that live in 60 or more countries of the world chosen by him and his closest assistants --and in the case of Cuba by his Miami friends-- are completely irrelevant. They are the ‘dark corners of the world’ that may become the targets of their unannounced and ‘preemptive’ attacks. Not only is Cuba one of those countries, but it has also been included among those that sponsor terror."
I mentioned the idea of a world tyranny for the first time exactly one year, three months and 19 days before the attack on Iraq.
In the days prior to the beginning of the war, President Bush repeated once again that the United States would use, if necessary, any means within its arsenal, in other words, nuclear weapons, chemical weapons and biological weapons.
The attack on and occupation of Afghanistan had already taken place.
Today the so-called "dissidents", actually mercenaries on the payroll of the Bush’s Hitler-like government, are betraying not only their homeland, but all of humanity as well.
In the face of the sinister plans against our country on the part of the neo-fascist extreme right and its allies in the Miami terrorist mob that ensured its victory through electoral fraud, I wonder how many of those individuals with supposedly leftist and humanistic stances who have attacked our people over the legal measures we were forced to adopt as a legitimate defense against the aggressive plans of the superpower, located just a few miles off our coasts and with a military base on our own territory, have been able to read these words. We wonder how many have recognized, denounced and condemned the policy announced in the speeches by Mr. Bush that I have quoted, which reveal a sinister Nazi-fascist international policy on the part of the leader of the country with the most powerful military force ever imagined, whose weapons could destroy the defenseless humanity ten times over.
The entire world has been mobilized by the terrifying images of cities destroyed and burned by brutal bombing, images of maimed children and the shattered corpses of innocent people.
Leaving aside the blatantly opportunistic, demagogic and petty political groups we know all too well, I am now going to refer fundamentally to those who were friends of Cuba and respected fighters in the struggle. We would not want those who have, in our opinion, attacked Cuba unjustly, due to disinformation or a lack of careful and profound analysis, to have to suffer the infinite sorrow they will feel if one day our cities are destroyed and our children and mothers, women and men, young and old, are torn apart by the bombs of Nazi-fascism, and they realize that their declarations were shamelessly manipulated by the aggressors to justify a military attack on Cuba.
Solely the numbers of children murdered and mutilated cannot be the measure of the human damage but also the millions of children and mothers, women and men, young and old, who remain traumatized for the rest of their lives.
We fully respect the opinions of those who oppose capital punishment for religious, philosophical and humanitarian reasons. We Cuban revolutionaries also abhor capital punishment, for much more profound reasons than those addressed by the social sciences with regard to crime, currently under study in our country. The day will come when we can accede to the wishes, so nobly expressed here in his brilliant speech by our beloved brother Reverend Lucius Walker, to abolish such penalty. The special concern over this issue is easily understood when you know that the majority of the people executed in the United States are African American and Hispanic, and not infrequently they are innocent, especially in Texas, the champion of death penalties, where President Bush was formerly the governor, and not a single life has ever been pardoned.
The Cuban Revolution was placed in the dilemma of either protecting the lives of millions of Cubans by using the legally established death penalty to punish the three main hijackers of a passenger ferry or sitting back and doing nothing. The U.S. government, which incites common criminals to assault boats or airplanes with passengers on board, encourages these people gravely endangering the lives of innocents and creating the ideal conditions for an attack on Cuba. A wave of hijackings had been unleashed and was already in full development; it had to be stopped.
We cannot ever hesitate when it is a question of protecting the lives of the sons and daughters of a people determined to fight until the end, arresting the mercenaries who serve the aggressors and applying the most severe sanctions, no matter how unpleasant it is for us, against terrorists who hijack passenger boats or planes or commit similarly serious acts, who will be punished by the courts in accordance with the laws in force.
Not even Jesus Christ, who drove the traders out of the temple with a whip, would fail to opt for the defense of the people.
I feel sincere and profound respect for His Holiness Pope John Paul II. I understand and admire his noble struggle for life and peace. Nobody opposed the war in Iraq as much and as tenaciously as he did. I am absolutely certain that he would have never counseled the Shiites and Sunni Muslims to let them be killed without defending themselves. He would not counsel the Cubans to do such a thing, either. He knows perfectly well that this is not a problem between Cubans. This is a problem between the people of Cuba and the government of the United States.
The policy of the U.S. government is so brazenly provocative that on April 25, Mr. Kevin Whitaker, chief of the Cuban Bureau at the State Department, informed the head of our Interests Section in Washington that the National Security Council’s Department of Homeland Security considered the continued hijackings from Cuba a serious threat to the national security of the United States, and requested that the Cuban government adopt all of the necessary measures to prevent such acts.
He said this as if they were not the ones who provoke and encourage these hijackings, and as if we were not the ones who adopt drastic measures to prevent them, in order to protect the lives and safety of passengers, and being fully aware for some time now of the criminal plans of the fascist extreme right against Cuba. When news of this contact on the 25 was leaked, it stirred up the Miami terrorist mob. They still do not understand that their direct or indirect threats against Cuba do not frighten anyone in this country.
The hypocrisy of Western politicians and a large group of mediocre leaders is so huge that it would not fit in the Atlantic Ocean. Any measure that Cuba adopts for the purposes of its legitimate defense is reported among the top stories in almost all of the media. On the other hand, when we pointed out that during the term in office of a Spanish head of government, dozens of ETA members were executed without trial, without anyone protesting or denouncing it before the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, or that another Spanish head of government, at a difficult moment in the war in Kosovo, advised the U.S. president to step up the war, increase the bombing and attack civilian targets, thus causing the deaths of hundreds of innocent people and tremendous suffering for millions of people, the headlines merely stated, "Castro attacks Felipe and Aznar". Not a word was said about the real content.
In Miami and Washington they are now discussing where, how and when Cuba will be attacked or the problem of the Revolution will be solved.
For the moment, there is talk of economic measures that will further intensify the brutal blockade, but they still do not know which to choose, who they will resign themselves to alienating, and how effective these measures may be. There are very few left for them to choose from. They have already used up almost all of them.
A shameless scoundrel with the poorly chosen first name Lincoln, and the last name Díaz-Balart, an intimate friend and advisor of President Bush, has made this enigmatic statement to a Miami TV station: "I can’t go into details, but we’re trying to break this vicious cycle."
What methods are they considering to deal with this vicious cycle? Physically eliminating me with the sophisticated modern means they have developed, as Mr. Bush promised them in Texas before the elections? Or attacking Cuba the way they attacked Iraq?
If it were the former, it does not worry me in the least. The ideas for which I have fought all my life will not die, and they will live on for a long time.
If the solution were to attack Cuba like Iraq, I would suffer greatly because of the cost in lives and the enormous destruction it would bring on Cuba. But, it might turn out to be the last of this Administration’s fascist attacks, because the struggle would last a very long time.
The aggressors would not merely be facing an army, but rather thousands of armies that would constantly reproduce themselves and make the enemy pay such a high cost in casualties that it would far exceed the cost in lives of its sons and daughters that the American people would be willing to pay for the adventures and ideas of President Bush. Today, he enjoys majority support, but it is dropping, and tomorrow it could be reduced to zero.
The American people, the millions of highly cultivated individuals who reason and think, their basic ethical principles, the tens of millions of computers with which to communicate, hundreds of times more than at the end of the Viet Nam war, will show that you cannot fool all of the people, and perhaps not even part of the people, all of the time. One day they will put a straightjacket on those who need it before they manage to annihilate life on the planet.
On behalf of the one million people gathered here this May Day, I want to convey a message to the world and the American people:
We do not want the blood of Cubans and Americans to be shed in a war. We do not want a countless number of lives of people who could be friends to be lost in an armed conflict. But never has a people had such sacred things to defend, or such profound convictions to fight for, to such a degree that they would rather be obliterated from the face of the Earth than abandon the noble and generous work for which so many generations of Cubans have paid the high cost of the lives of many of their finest sons and daughters.
We are sustained by the deepest conviction that ideas are worth more than weapons, no matter how sophisticated and powerful those weapons may be.
Let us say like Che Guevara when he bid us farewell:
Ever onward to victory!



It seems that this crowd has broken all records 
Dearest guests, dear comrades:
This is the 45th time we have celebrated a glorious Labor Day since the triumph of the Revolution.
Extremely important things are taking place both inside and outside our country.
The Revolution is following its triumphal course with more strength and success than ever. We have had proof of this recently: the Geneva meetings on April 15 and 22 will go down in the history of revolutionary diplomacy. They mark the moment when a crushing blow was dealt to the enormous hypocrisy, permanent falsehood and cynicism the masters of the world use to try to preserve the rotten system of political and economic domination they have imposed on the world.
Our country had bee placed in the dock yet again. The new US administration and the states in the European Union made the mistake of forgetting that at the extreme eastern end of Cuba one of the most horrendous examples of human rights violation ever to take place in this world was underway at that very moment in a 117.6 square kilometer section of land occupied by force, where the Guantánamo naval base is located — which in itself is a gross violation of the sovereign rights of a small country and of international law.
We were never consulted beforehand. We were simply informed of the decision taken by the US government to transfer the prisoners to that base.
On January 11, 2002 the Cuban government published a statement in which it clearly set forth our country’s position.
The world knows that the horrible crime committed against the Twin Towers in New York was unanimously condemned by all conscientious people on the planet.
Nevertheless, the government of the most powerful nation on earth, showing contempt for all norms concerning what the world understands as the elementary principles of human rights, created this horrible prison where hundreds of citizens from many countries, including some from the United States’ own allies, are kept locked up, without having been tried, incommunicado, without having been identified, with no legal defense, no guarantees for their physical integrity, with no criminal, no procedural law and for an indefinite length of time. They could have used their own territory for such a bizarre contribution to civilization, but they did it on a stretch of land that they occupy illegally and forcibly in another country, Cuba, whom they accuse of human rights violations every year in Geneva.
It spite of that, admirable things do take place in the Commission on Human Rights.
In current world conditions, there is a generalized fear of the fierce empire, of its threats, pressure and reprisals of all kinds, especially those against the most vulnerable countries of the Third World. It is almost suicidal to vote in Geneva against a resolution drafted and imposed by the United States, especially if it is against Cuba, the country which for almost 50 years has defied its arrogance and imperiousness. Even the strongest and most independent states find themselves obliged to take into consideration the political and economic consequences of their decisions.
Still, as could be seen just a few days ago in Geneva, Cuba and 20 other countries —some acting out of principle and others showing amazing courage— opposed the resolution and 10 abstained, thus maintaining their dignity and self-respect. Only 22 of the 53 members of the Commission, including the United States, joined in this infamy.
There were seven from Latin America, four of whom suffer from extreme economic and social poverty, are highly dependent and have governments obliged to be totally servile. Nobody would consider them independent states. Up to now they have been pure fiction.
Peru, the fifth Latin American government which voted with the United States against Cuba, provides an example of the degree of servility and dependence into which imperialism and its neo-liberal globalization have led many countries in Latin America, whom they ruin politically in the twinkling of an eye when they force them to do things which are like the kiss of death for them.
The Peruvian head of state has seen his popularity drop to only 8 per cent in just a few months. I think that the people who support him could fit in just a small part of this crowded square. It is absolutely impossible to tackle the colossal economic and social problems affecting that country with such insignificant support. In fact, he does not govern, nor can he govern, anything; the transnationals and the oligarchies take care of that, until society explodes, as has already begun to happen in more than one country.
At this point in my speech, remembering our Venezuelan brother, I feel like crying out: Long live Venezuela! Long live the Bolivarian revolutionary process! Long live Chávez, the brave, brilliant leader of Bolívar’s people! 
Then we have the Chilean and Mexican governments.
I am not going to judge the former. I prefer that the way the president of Chile behaved in Geneva be judged by Salvador Allende, who went down fighting, a gun in his hand, and who now has a place of honor and glory in the history of this continent, by the millions of Chileans vanished, tortured and murdered by design of those who drafted and proposed this resolution to censure Cuba — where not a single act of that sort, nor anything similar had ever happened— and by those who in their name are the standard bearers of the noble ideals and aspirations to create a truly humane society.
In Mexico, a beloved, sister country to all Cubans, the National Congress asked their president to abstain from voting for the resolution, although President Bush had demanded that he do so. It is truly painful to see the great prestige and influence Mexico earned in the eyes of Latin America and the world with its unimpeachable international policy, which stemmed from a genuine, far-reaching revolution, turn to ashes.
Latin America’s solidarity with and support for Mexico and Mexico’s for Latin America are crucial. More than half of Mexico’s territory was snatched from it by its northern neighbor and great danger threatens what is left. The US-Mexican border is to all intents and purposes no longer the Rio Bravo of which Martí spoke. The United States has gone much deeper into Mexico. That border is today the line of death, where about 500 Mexican die every year. And all because of a brutal, ruthless principle: free passage for capital and goods; persecution, exclusion and death for human beings. And yet, millions of Mexicans take that risk. Today, the country obtains more income from their remittances than from oil exports, in spite of the high price of the latter.
Will such an inequitable and unfair situation really be solved by voting for anti-Cuban resolutions in Geneva, by accusing her of violating human rights?
The worst and most humiliating part for Mexico was that the news about its vote in Geneva, both on April 15 and 22, was announced in Washington.
The European Union, as usual, voted as a bloc, like a Mafia mob allied with and subordinate to Washington.
These sempiternal dirty, immoral displays against the Cuban Revolution never had any success until the socialist bloc disappeared. A plague of renegades, anxious for the credits and goods of consumer society added their votes to those of the European Community mafia. Thus they completed those petty deliveries in the Commission on Human Rights: resolutions pulled out with forceps, in the hard-fought battle which Cuba has never ceased to wage against the loathsome comedy which the empire, its allies, followers and vassals push through in order to gain an advantage of one or two votes over the opposition and abstentions of 60 per cent of the Commission’s members. Once they lowered their guard and lost the vote. Since then, their efforts have tripled and the pressures and threats against countries which are totally dependent on the credits, the money and resources handed out by international bodies, all controlled by the United States, have been stepped up one hundred fold.
One day a statue will have to be raised to those countries which, under such difficult circumstances, risked all and voted against Yankee resolutions. This story of this battle should go down in history. As you can see, this year 60% of the Commission’s 53 members supported us. The empire calls these Pyrrhic victories successes and censures Cuba, in spite of the fact that the effort and political costs increase every year.
I can say here, just between ourselves, that an exhaustive examination of what occurs in the world, in every human society — excluding none, certainly not the European society, or the purest and most sacrosanct societies from some areas in Europe— would show that not one has a clean record when it comes to consideration and respect for human beings, such as the glorious Cuban revolution. 
The very system that diminishes one part of society to less than nothing while others live in great opulence, from an ethical point of view, is not worthy to be called a humane society.
These campaigns, run by the dominant superpower and backed up by the allies who join with the empire in exploiting the world, are nothing but a sham and a lie, a brazen political display resulting from the need to justify the enormous inequalities which shall remain insurmountable until the economic system imposed on the world has disappeared. We do know about true human rights.
I cannot understand how an opulent society like our neighbor’s dare to speak of human rights, while 44 million people there have no right to medical care, where millions of citizens live in ghettos and countless beggars live under bridges; a society where there are millions of illiterates and semi-illiterates, where there are millions and millions of unemployed and where prisons are filled with the children of the poorest and most deprived segments of the population.
On the other hand, no one can explain the brutal bombings against just any country, or how the empire’s boss can speak of human rights while proclaiming it his right to "launch pre-emptive attacks on 60 or more countries", oblivious of the innocent persons who will die.
Their hatred for Cuba stems from the unexpected resistance a small country has put up against this power and its allied powers which have plundered the planet. Cuba’s presence is a pointing finger and proof that nations can fight, stand firm and win. Cuba’s very presence is a humiliation for those who have imposed the most repugnant system of exploitation that has ever existed on Earth.
There are many ways to explain it. Here our Venezuelan brother reminded us of something we do not usually talk about, of our people’s medical co-operation with other countries. None of this would have been possible without a revolution. As is well-known, when the Revolution triumphed 30% of our population was illiterate and 90% were illiterate and semi-illiterate combined, because in this world anyone who does not have at least a sixth grade education —and today we should talk of at least a ninth-grade education— can be considered a semi-illiterate.
They want to hide the fact that Cuba is first worldwide in educational matters, that its children are in first place in tests of knowledge, even above developed countries, that the minimum education level, except in rare exceptions, is ninth grade and there is no other country in the world that has reached these minimum levels in most of the population.
They know that despite their criminal blockade and the obstacles they have placed in the way of our obtaining medicines and medical equipment and technology, infant mortality is lower in our country than in the United States . Perhaps they are unaware that we are going to reduced this infant mortality rate to even less that 6 and perhaps in the not too distant future, to less than 5. We are convinced —and this is something I have never spoken about— that in a period of no more than five or six years, life expectancy in our country will not be lower than 80 years and that our country will become the most advanced center for healthcare services in the world.
If an analysis were made of the millions of children who die in Third World countries every year and who could be saved — in many countries the figures are as high as 150 deaths for every 1000 live births and those who die from the population of the majority of those same countries who voted against Cuba in Geneva— they would realize that a genocide is committed every year on this earth; that millions more people on this planet, children, adults —who could be saved— die every year than died in the First World War and almost as many as died in the Second, people who could have been saved but do not survive because of a shortage of resources.
The arsenal of arguments that we have at our disposal to show that this system is the most atrociously cruel system that has ever existed is enormous. One has only to use simple mathematical calculations to prove the genocide that the United States and its European allies commit against the world every year.
They know that this is true, they do not dare to argue against it; they created underdevelopment and they have perpetuated backwardness through colonialization, looting of natural resources and even by enslaving millions and millions of human beings, thus giving rise to this world of extreme poverty with serious problems still to be solved. I won’t try to list them here, but they are almost insoluble problems which, when combined with others, place in jeopardy the very existence of our species.
Taking into account that events such as this rally should not be too long and mindful of the effort you have made to come and stay here for many hours, I shall limit myself to mentioning just a few facts. I shall put it like this: the capitalist system, which in its time played a somewhat progressive role against feudalism and which later became the imperialist system with the ways used today to plunder nations, to waste and destroy the planet’s natural resources, is the system most inconceivable and irreconcilable with an honest, sincere and objective notion of human rights.
There, in Geneva, the gangs of the owners of the world economy meet and it would be worthwhile asking them how many Third World countries they have collaborated with, what they did against apartheid in South Africa, how many teachers they have sent to the Third world and how many doctors. I have already said that I do not like to bring up these issues, but I do so today because on this Labor Day we are in fact speaking about what happened in Geneva a while ago.
One should ask each one of those gentlemen how many doctors they have working in Third World countries. There are some organizations like Doctors without Borders and some foundations that give some aid. But I say this to those gentlemen: I am sure that the United States and Europe together do not have as many doctors in Haiti as Cuba does, providing medical care to more than 7 million people under extremely difficult conditions 
They could be asked, one by one, because those societies that were not designed for justice and solidarity but educated in selfishness are incapable of making any sacrifice whatsoever for other human beings.
I mentioned one country, Haiti, which they constantly intervene and invade, but where they never send a single doctor. I do not know how they would react if I said to them today that right now Cuba is developing a number of healthcare programs in Africa and in Latin America, and that a total of at least 17,000 Cuban doctors, dentists and healthcare technicians are serving in other countries and that every year they save thousands of lives and give many tens of millions of human beings their health back or guarantee their health. And let no one think that we are left without doctors, because this effort is paralleled by a veritable revolution in the healthcare services in our country.
A while ago I was discussing with Sáez the major repairs of policlinics and the new services they will provide, and they are working so that before the end of the year they will have completed the repairs of Havana’s 82 outpatient clinics, and some that are newly built, and they will offer services they were never before provided. And this is but one detail because many other programs are underway too, and not only in Havana but throughout the country.
We have estimated the many millions or tens of millions of runs that we will save our people who, with all the public transportation difficulties, have to go and visit their relatives in hospitals, therefore, many services which were previously only available in hospitals will, many of them, soon be available in outpatient clinics.
There is no doubt, and I mean no doubt, that our country will have the best healthcare services in the world. And if a few years ago we talked about tens of thousands of general medicine specialists, the day is not far off when we shall talk of tens of thousands of PhDs in Medical Sciences. To that end, and in addition to that, we are implementing programs in education, culture, sports and other areas which will be supported by a much more sounder economic base than that with which our country’s development began when it was devoted to producing sugar cane and other similar commodities, as this was all an illiterate and starving population could do to survive.
The bandits who accuse us of violating human rights would not dare to say that Cuba is the only country in the world — see how great our people’s feats are— in which there has not been a single disappeared person, not a single person tortured in all the 45 years of the Revolution . 
We have made a Revolution that is as clean as that war we waged in the Sierra Maestra when not one prisoner was shot, or ever beaten to obtain information. This is almost the only country in Latin America where death squads have never existed, nor extra-judicial executions and this for 45 years. If those viper tongues of the empire and their followers could find one case, just one, we would be willing to give them our Republic of Cuba as a present, if they found just one case. 
These are realities; I am not exaggerating, far from it. We know what we have done throughout these 45 years and the unwavering straight line we have pursued in our principles that allowed us to win the war and carry out a revolution that we have defended for 45 years. And what is our people today, what is its consciousness, its culture, its ideas, what degree of unity has it achieved? There are no other people with a higher cultural level, a higher level of political conscience than our people. And this is only the beginning. 
I saw it this morning on television, while I was waiting for sunrise, and it was obvious. They interviewed many people and you should have heard what they said. I could see a new world, students all over the place and from all over the place: university students, students from the University of Information Technology, students from the school for art instructors, students from the school for social workers, students from the schools for with accelerated training courses for teachers, nurses; schools that we share with thousands of —I am not going to say foreign, young people— young brothers and sisters from Latin America and from other parts of the world. 
One can’t help but feel proud that not only our doctors go there by the thousands but that we have also invited thousands and thousands of youths from Latin America and from other parts of the world to study medicine in Cuba.
We are, in fact, developing more and more efficient ways of transmitting knowledge and who knows how long it will take the rest of the world to catch up with this efficiency and these methods and, even more importantly, to put them into practice.
I harbor not the slightest doubt, however, that Venezuela, which is implementing and will be implementing highly improved educational programs will, in a short period of time, lead that heroic and valiant people, the cradle of the Latin American independence struggle, to levels similar to those which Cuba has today.
I was saying that the political cost of their little game in Geneva is increasingly high but this year their actions backfired ‘on them’ and almost killed them
When this year Cuba suggested sending a Commission representative to see what was going on in the Guantánamo naval base, panic spread through the herd of hypocrites, especially those from the European Community. Morale collapsed. Some European governments were truly ashamed, they had to confess their failure to act according to their principles and their hypocrisy, or do the impossible: disobey the empire. This was too much for such august defenders of human rights whose darts are only aimed at those who for centuries were their colonies, where they wiped out tens of millions of natives and to which they brought countless human beings from Africa whom they turned into slaves with less freedom than work horses.
And that is how they treat millions of people in the Third World, victims of the plunder, unequal terms of trade and looting of their natural resources and all the hard currency reserves in their central banks, which are deposited in US or European banks, for the most part, and which are used to finance investments, trade and fiscal deficits and for the military adventures of the empire and its allies.
As a result of the Cuban proposal in Geneva, Bush himself and his senior officials had to work frantically, personally calling presidents and heads of state. No one knew where he found the time, especially if one takes into account that he likes to sleep a lot — or so they say—, nor how he could attend to Iraq, the financial problems of the government, fundraising banquets and matters related to the election campaign. Perhaps it is not fair to call him Fürher; perhaps he is a genius.
Why can Bush talk of a fiscal deficit of $512 billion and a similar trade deficit, a total of a trillion dollars in just one year? Because he manipulates and spends the hard currency of the immense majority of the world population in order to defend those and other privileges.
All the reserves of Third World central banks are kept in banks overseas, mostly in the United States. And all the money of anyone who has any money —earned and unearned money— is changed into dollars and deposited in US banks or in the banks of some developed country because of the fear of constant devaluations of their countries’ weak currencies. As per a provision of the International Monetary Fund, no central bank in these Third World countries can prevent people from changing their money into dollars or any other convertible currency.
The owners of this money want safety for what they have saved…or robbed. They take any money they have out of the country, not to buy anything, not even to waste it, they simply take it out definitely. This money on deposit in European or U.S. banks is lent to businesspeople or to anyone who needs it, and those who need it most include governments. The money to cover a budget deficit of more than $500 billion comes from those banks.
Thus the economic system imposed on Third World nations forces them to transfer their money to the more developed countries, which is not the same but equally loathsome, as the fact that these developed countries charge more and more for their goods and pay less and less for commodities. And to top it all, there is a debt which in Latin America stands at more than $750 billion, the same that if combined with that of the rest of the Third World countries climbs to $2.5 trillion
This is already leading the world to the brink of catastrophe, to a dead end, to insoluble problems. So, that humanity will have to struggle for more than economic justice, or for a fair distribution of wealth, it will have to struggle for the survival of our species. I say this on this Labor Day, at a time when this gathering should be over. 
This year, the United States has a budgetary deficit of $512 billion and also a trade deficit of more than $500 billion and the rest of the world is paying this with money that left and is never coming back. They use this money to arm themselves to the teeth with the most sophisticated war machinery and they wage wars of conquest in search of raw materials.
The order established in the world especially that set up by the Bretton Woods agreements at the end of the Second World War — you will probably have heard that name— gave the United States enormous privileges because at that time they had 80% of the world’s gold. That country was not destroyed by the war, it rather exported a great deal, much, very much, but Europe was destroyed, and so was Asia, thus it accumulated $30 billion in gold. This is how they were given the right to issue the hard currency needed for world trade, although each dollar they printed was supposed to be backed by a given amount of gold.
Since 1971, when they spent enormous sums of money on the Vietnam War and their gold reserves dropped by one third, famous Mr. Nixon suspended the gold conversion of those currencies and since then it is just paper that is in circulation.
It would take time to explain this better and in more depth but we have round tables, we have two new television channels. Our technicians, our teachers and professors can explain to our people these subjects, which are really interesting and help to understand what the world is really all about.
The international situation is complex. The adventurist policies —adventurisms!— of this administration have given the world increasingly insoluble problems. The economic order imposed is ever more irrepressible, which is why nobody finds it strange that uncontainable social movement could spring up and revolutions break out anywhere, anytime. This is already happening.
In Europe, an impressive, encouraging event took place in Spain. It was an extraordinary feat accomplished almost exclusively by the Spanish people, especially the younger generation. Mark my words: "an extraordinary feat, accomplished almost exclusively by the younger generation". Let no one now pretend to have that glory. We are well aware of what the situation in Spain was like at that point. The heroic political battle of the Spanish people, hardly 48 hours after the tragedy and on the eve of the elections, dealt a devastating blow to the previous Spanish government’s treacherous maneuvers to manipulate the dreadful acts of March 11 in its favor and in the belligerent interests of the United States.
Everyone knows what was happening with the elections. According to polls and surveys, Mr. Aznar’s conservative party, on account of a favorable economic situation and a monopoly over the most important media, was perhaps about to win an absolute majority in parliament. However, a great tragedy occurred in Spain, that act of terrorism which claimed over 1000 victims counting the dead and injured. We witnessed the way events unfolded.
Mr. "Anzar" — that is what Bush calls Aznar, he has never learned to pronounce that name properly— immediately began to manipulate the news and to blame ETA, when in fact ETA had absolutely nothing to do with what happened.
Anyone can see how various organizations of one kind or another operate and it was very clear that this attack did not match ETA’s style.
Aznar immediately came out with the accusation that this was ETA’s work and he kept on insisting on this at all cost, because this attack took place on Thursday 11. I remember that on Friday 12 at 8:00 p.m. Gladys Marín’s award ceremony took place, she was decorated with the José Martí Order. That same day at 6:00 in the afternoon, on Cuban television’s Round Table program, our journalists denounced that cynical, crude manipulation. Our televised round tables are watched in may places including Spain over the Internet and by satellite. Our journalists expressed their wish to have important information gathered in the West about what had happened and the opinions of important international analysts reach their Spanish friends, urgently. In Spain the media said nothing about this information or these opinions. We do not know if the Cuban broadcast was of any use to the young Spaniards who led the epic political battle. In fact, there were only 36 hours left before the elections began.
On Saturday 13, Aznar was still insisting, and persisting, on his accusation against ETA, he was seen furiously defending his thesis that ETA was responsible, while Al Qaeda was claiming authorship.
It would really have suited Aznar and the United States if ETA were responsible because there was a lot of opposition to the Iraq war in Europe, and the Spanish people has most thoroughly opposed the war in Iraq. If ETA had committed such an act in the heart of Europe, Mr. "Anzar"’s political capital and the belligerent line would have benefited considerably.
That was the reason for the enormous interest in carrying out that dirty maneuvre 48 hours before the elections in which they expected to win many more votes; but the Spanish people unraveled the trick. On Saturday, the eve of the elections, the people, mostly the younger generation, gathered en masse outside the governing party’s offices, protesting against and denouncing this atrocious deceit. Although no one imagined it at the time —I confess that any reaction already seemed impossible to me— the unexpected happened and the entire population, communicating with each other through various channels, spread the denunciation across the whole country and not exactly using the mainstream media. It is said that all night long they used every possible means to communicate with each other, and the next day more people than ever turned out to vote. And now the big news, the Spanish people had soundly punished that fraud, that Spanish procurer —which is what we call him— who recruited youths in Santo Domingo, in Honduras, El Salvador, and who would have thought it, who would have thought it! even a small troop from the Sandinista army was sent to Iraq as canon fodder along with young soldiers from the countries I mentioned, encouraged by him, who took it upon himself to expedite the necessary procedures to send them over there. Who would have imagined that one day young Latin Americans would be sent as canon fodder to that unjust, genocidal war!
In Spain, despite the fact that most of the media backed the wrong cause, they saw how the people were capable of striking back and giving a beating to the procurer, just as in similar circumstances the Venezuelan people have given more than one beating to the traitorous oligarchy in their country.
We must have confidence in the peoples, for the more they learn, the more general culture and political culture they gain, the more difficult it becomes to trreat them as herds of ignorant illiterates.
And if you will alow me to continue, I don’t have much left to say but it depends on you. 
The present government has kept its promise to pull Spanish troops out of Iraq. This is undoubtedly a commendable act. But the Spanish state, under the previous administration, had taken upon itself to recruit a considerable number of young Dominicans, Hondurans, Salvadorans and Nicaraguans to be sent as canon fodder to Iraq with the Spanish Legion, something unheard of in the history of this hemisphere. Spain, which as the former colonial power in Latin America aspires to be given respect and consideration and even to play a role in Latin America and the Caribbean, has a responsibility and a moral duty with the return home of those young Latin Americans who were sent to Iraq because of the actions of the previous government.
There is a new government but the state must take responsibility for what the previous government did. It is Spain’s responsibility that they are in that war and it is its moral duty to promote and support the withdrawal of these young people who are in Iraq.
You already know that colonial powers are what they are, and they always tend to believe that their former subjects are like newborn great grandchildren who need the help of the wise motherland. Sometimes they speak of aid, like in Europe when they said that they were giving us humanitarian aid, and one fine day they had the idea of taking reprisals.
Those people had forgotten the monstrous prison in Guantánamo; they did not remember that monstrous injustice, the cruel, pitiless way in which the United States keeps Cuba’s five heroes in jail, five men who were defending their country against terrorism by seeking out information; the terrorism that U.S. governments have invented and used against Cuba for 45 years. 
There is no need to repeat the story of thousands of our fellow Cuban who have lost their lives; no need to speak now of what happened in Barbados. The fact is that the European Community remembered nothing, did not remember that over there in Miami they have always freely and with complete impunity hatched plans for assassination attempts and terrorism against Cuba, supported by the mob, a mob which is close to the U. S. government. Mr. Bosch enjoys his freedom in Miami, he and Posada Carriles who together organized the mid-air explosion on a Cubana aircraft. No, they do not remember that nor can they remember it.
For 45 years imperialism has planned and is still planning conspiracies, attempts to destabilize our country; it pays mercenaries and is now going about saying that they have to invest much more money in this. Let them not cry out or complain if Cuba then takes the appropriate measures to punish mercenaries who work for a foreign power. 
If Cuba defends itself, if it arrests and punishes mercenaries in order that no one should think he or she is invulnerable to punishment, then they launch massive campaigns against our country. They want to prevent her from defending herself, and this country, without violating the standards it has always observed in its struggles, will defend itself with the law, and it will defend itself with weapons whenever this is necessary, to the last drop of blood. 
So they should not entertain any illusions and come weeping and wailing, and portraying us as human rights violators.
They are doing the same thing to Venezuela as they do to Cuba: they concoct acts of provocation, create incidents, kill people and then blame the Venezuelan government. Theirs is a really interesting case, that is, how Venezuelans resist, even when that Venezuelan people has yet to attain the level of knowledge that our people has on a large scale. That is the people’s instinct and they stand firm, and it is difficult to deceive them.
In Cuba everybody is very well aware of the truth but the empire carries out these campaigns to damage Cuba’s reputation abroad. We do not lose any sleep over them. It does not matter what they think today, what matters is what they will think tomorrow. This Revolution has left its indelible mark on the history of the world . It has absolutely nothing to be ashamed of, because its morals are as high as the stars and its behavior has been unimpeachable, apart from individual errors of a different sort that occur and which have nothing to do with human rights. It would be naïve to think that no economic, political, administrative or legal mistakes are made. However, no one makes mistakes, no one practices deception about the fundamental things which concern the most sacred of the Revolution’s principles, things concerning human beings, nor are mistakes or deception about such matters permitted.
What we are doing today, I say this on this Labor Day, is really like a huge new revolution , based on the experience of so many years of struggle. It is something that goes beyond what we have done so far for the welfare of each and every one of our fellow Cubans with no social exclusion and follows this same amazingly humane line.
We all know what has been done and you are proof of it, but we know how many more things could have been done that we did not do because we lacked the necessary knowledge, we lacked the necessary experience. There are no books about how to make a revolution and on what a revolution is about. Nor was there any book about how, for 45 years, this little country would have to stand up to the most powerful country that has ever existed in the world nor about the fact that it could not defeat us with its weapons. It knew the price.
The Bay of Pigs, where they underestimated our people, did not even last 70 hours, and during the Missile Crisis the world was on the brink of blowing itself up, as a result of the imperialist plans of aggression and the steadfastness of our people. And we have withstood all these years of the blockade and the special period. This is a veteran, battle-hardened people with great power in its, well-prepared, educated, revolutionary young people whom nobody will ever be able to defeat. 
So, we know that what we are doing is going to transform this country once again, it is already changing it in a most impressive way.
I spoke of the former colonial powers who think they can give us political and social lessons. If the colonial powers so wish, we can teach them a few things, but let no one feel impatient in the belief that they can teach us.
We have already bid good-riddance to the European Economic Community’s famous humanitarian aid and we warn them that we are in no hurry for them to send any more handouts.
Look closely at this: if we buy $1.5 billion worth of goods from them annually and if we only sell them $500 million worth of goods, much of it in the form of raw material, it is we who are giving them humanitarian aid, because from the $1.5 billion that they sell us, they must make around $500 million net profit. Then they turn up with their fancy suitcases offering a little bit of aid and they spend more in the five star hotels they stay in and on the planes in which they travel than they bring. So the European Community should not bother to come to us with that nonsense.
Nor should anyone think that they can come and give us their two cents worth of advice about how we should develop our democracy because this country has more than enough experience, has struggled a great deal and has been sufficiently successful at the cost of sacrifice and blood for any European country to come to offer us little lessons in democracy because no country in Europe, afloat in their colossal inequalities, enjoys, and some less than others, the true, egalitarian and fully participative democracy that Cuba enjoys today, in all senses, and has since the day the people took power and wealth was distributed fairly. And not only did the people take power but it is the people that defend that power, without NATO or military pacts with the Devil. 
It would be a question of discussing each one of the things that are done in this country and each one of the things that are done in the world’s rich countries to see if they have the level of equality, humanity, of care for all, with no exceptions, that we have, something that has never existed anywhere else.
We are quite aware of what we are, of what we have done and of what we have. But it seems that some foolish people still have not noticed this and persist in meddling in our internal affairs, pretending to each us how to set up a democracy. In any case, we can respond to such a generous gesture by teaching them how to create equality, how to eradicate privilege and how to establish a revolutionary democracy.
I am talking about these things like this, on the fly, because I did not have much time to write.
I remember that I spoke of what was going on with young Latin Americans sent to Iraq and of the need for them to return to their countries because now imperialism is looking for canon fodder and it might happen that one day even the Poles, who are over there as mercenaries, might decide to withdraw too. They would have to be more consistent with the history of a country that was invaded many times, occupied many times, divided up many times and should not now go hiring its young people as mercenaries for a war of conquest.
I have no doubt that before too long those who today are acting ridiculously and shamefully by sending their troops over there to support this repugnant war will begin to think seriously about it in a very different way.
And since I have said all this, I think it is my duty to say what our position is with regards to the U.S. people
The peoples of the world, including the Cuban people, do not hate the American people nor do they want young American soldiers to die —many of whom are black, mixed race or Latin American— who were induced by poverty and unemployment to take up soldiering and who today are the victims of an unnecessary, stupid war.
We do not support any government in Iraq or any given political system; this is the exclusive prerogative of the Iraqis. We felt solidarity with those who died in the attacks in New York and Madrid and we condemn such methods. The enormous and growing world sympathy with the Iraqi people was generated by the brutal bombings of Baghdad and other cities which sowed terror and death among innocent civilians, totally ignoring the terrible trauma which will affect millions of children, adolescents, pregnant women, mothers and old people all of their lives, bombings for which there is no possible justification, based as they were on brazen lies. This sympathy is growing, because billions of people have come to realize that it is a war of conquest to gain possession of the country’s resources and raw materials, because there was no justification, nor legality whatsoever, because international laws were broken, because the United Nations’ prerogatives and authority were ignored.
The people of Iraq are today struggling for their independence, their lives, the lives of their children and for their legitimate rights and resources.
The US government is facing a complicated situation because of this, as it insisted on taking the path of violence, war and terror. I have the moral authority to propound this point of view, because long before this warmongering policy was unleashed, on September 11, 2001, the very same day as the horrendous attack on the Twin Towers, in a ceremony to inaugurate the school year for 4,500 young primary school teachers I said, and I quote:
"It is very important to know what the reaction of the US Government will be. Possibly the days to come will be dangerous for the world, and I do not mean Cuba. Cuba is the most peaceful country in the world for several reasons: our policy, our kind of struggle, our doctrine, and also, comrades, for the absolute absence of fear".
"The days to come will be tense both inside and outside the United States. Who know how many people will start voicing their views.
"Whenever there is a tragedy like this, even when they are sometimes so difficult to prevent, I see no other way but to keep calm. And if at some point I am allowed to make a suggestion to an adversary who has been tough on us for many years knows […] if under specific circumstances it were correct to suggest something to the adversary, for the well being of the American people and based on the arguments I have given you, we would advise the leaders of the powerful empire to keep their equanimity, to act calmly, not to be carried away by a fit of rage or hatred and not to start hunting people down dropping bombs all over the place.
"I reiterate that none of the world problems, not even terrorism, can be solved with the use of force, and every act of force, every reckless use of force anywhere would seriously aggravate the world problems.
"The way is neither the use of force nor war. I say this here with the full credibility of someone who has always been honest, with the sound conviction and the experience of someone who has been through the years of struggle that we have lived through in Cuba. It is only guided by reason and applying an intelligent policy based on the strength of consensus and the support of international public opinion that such a predicament could be definitively solved. I think this unexpected episode must be used to undertake an international struggle against terrorism. However, this international struggle against terrorism cannot succeed by killing a terrorist here and another one there, that is, by using similar methods to theirs, sacrificing innocent lives. It is resolved, inter alia, by putting an end to State terrorism and other repulsive crimes, by putting an end to genocide and by honestly pursuing a policy of peace and respect for unavoidable moral and legal standards. The world cannot be saved unless a path of international peace and cooperation is pursued".
The Iraq war brings to many people memories of the Vietnam War. To me, it brings back memories of the Algerian war of liberation, when French military might shattered against the resistance of a people with a very different culture, language and religion, in a country which in places is just as desert-like as many parts of Iraq, a people that managed to defeat the French troops and all their technology, which was fairly advanced for its time. The French had previously sustained defeat in Dien Bien Phu, where Bush’s predecessors were on the point of using nuclear weapons.
In this type of war the entire arsenal of a hegemonic superpower is superfluous. This superpower can conquer a country with its enormous power but it is impossible to administer and govern that country if its population battles resolutely against the occupiers.
I never thought that one day Mr. Bush would humbly write a polite letter to the president of Syria and the Iranian government —both countries considered terrorist until now— and ask them to help resolve the conflict in Iraq. It is even more amazing that, according to press dispatches, the US marines were pulled out of Fallujah two days ago and replaced by Iraqi soldiers led by a former General in Saddam Hussein’s army.
I do not criticize any peace effort or initiative which the current US administration decides to take, but I doubt very much that there can be any solution other than withdrawing US troops from Iraq — where they should never have been sent— and returning full independence to the Iraqi people. This would have the support of the international community, which would no doubt find a way to resolve the complex situation that has been created there.
Meanwhile, we Cubans will continue to observe what happens and will continue to wage our most resolute battle against those who dare to advocate political changes based on the physical removal of some of us. The worst is that those who talk of speeding up such changes are characters whose same old murderous ideas are quite familiar to us.
Now they are once again making themselves hoarse shouting threats of upcoming measures to affect our economy and destabilize the country. They would do well to return our five prisoners of the empire to us, who with unequalled dignity are withstanding the most shameful and cruel case of human rights violations. Their fate in federal government prisons, where they are kept completely separate, is hardly any better that that of those held captive in the Guantánamo naval base. But despite all that, we do not hesitate in suggesting to those who govern the United States that they be calmer, more sensible, saner and wiser.
To those who persist in their efforts to destroy the Revolution, I simply say in the name of the crowd gathered here on this May 1st, as I said at Girón and at other decisive moments in our battles:
Long live socialism!
Homeland or Death!
We shall overcome!
[bookmark: _GoBack]





Listen, hold on for just a bit longer, because today you will be lucky and I won’t be speaking at great length.

Nature is on our side, look at the breeze and the clouds; everything is on the side of our noble cause.

Dear personalities and fighters from more than 60 nations who are sharing this historic May Day with us;

Dear delegates to the 4th Hemispheric Meeting of the Fight Against the FTAA and for the ALBA;

Dear fellow Cubans:

Faced with the most powerful empire in the history of humanity determined to destroy our identity as an independent nation in the past, and later during the inevitable Revolution, we are here, in this glorious Square, after 46 years of heroic struggle, against which the most perfidious defamation and the most vulgar crimes have crashed.

Ninety miles away from that Power, Cuba is committing, and will continue to commit – don’t let there be any doubt about this – the sin of existing

The fallacies of asymmetric warfare that Cuba is supposedly preparing to wage are looking increasingly ridiculous, embarrassing and impotent; the great lie about the production of biological weapons, involving the enraged liar John Bolton, whose cynical façade they try to present –and rightly so, perhaps– as the perfect symbol of the current United States government to the United Nations

They have failed in their renewed ideological war in which they invaded or tried to invade our radio electronic space with a host of subversive broadcasts of anti-Cuban radio and television; as they have failed in their attempt to internationally isolate Cuba; in their support of idle mercenaries and their use as Trojan horses within the country; in the vulgar actions of the Interests Section under an agitator especially chosen and trained to work out his own expulsion with a well deserved kick up the backside; and in their intentions to suffocate us with the intensification of the criminal economic, commercial and financial blockade.

On the other hand, Cuban credit has grown stronger, its international economic relations have increased and business with US agricultural producers has expanded, despite the many obstacles imposed by the fraudulent and tricky occupant of the White House.

The maneuver to deprive our country of the dollar also failed –the dollar has now been dishonorably dismissed from our country where, during the very harsh times of the special period, it reigned as the Luis 14th of monetary circulation.

All their aggressive plots against our people have failed. Here we are, I insist, stronger than ever, more united than ever, more determined than ever to continue with the exceptional work of building a more just, more supportive, more humane and more prosperous society, like the Promised Land already within our grasp.

The American government, along with its many other sinister strategies to harm our Homeland, resorted to the vulgar option of adding Cuba to a spurious and cynical list of terrorist countries.

This week that draws to an end today, the State Department republished its updated list. It states, in a perverse and malicious way, that: "Cuba remained actively opposed to the US-led Coalition prosecuting the global war on terrorism".

Why does Cuba have to follow the lead of a corrupt and genocidal government?

Following September 11, 2001 and the atrocious attacks on the Twin Towers, planned and carried out by fanatic leaders financially linked to the dynasty that currently reigns in the White House, individuals who were also trained and used by the United States Special Services, the empire’s policy has centered on what it described as a world crusade against the terrorism which, invented by them against Cuba, Viet Nam and other countries, has become a world tragedy. The Nazi doctrine of the preemptive and surprise attack on ‘any dark corner of the world’ was declared and 60 or more states were grotesquely cited as possible targets –one of these, of course, was Cuba--, as our country is first on the list of possible objectives.

No one should be surprised if with the deepest contempt we use the harshest words to qualify such ethylic and demented threats, as it was under such pretext they embarked on wars supposedly aimed at fighting terrorism.

On the very September 11, 2001, Cuba warned of the absurdity of this concept and advised that war would never be the solution to the problem.

Reports from the US Counter-Terrorism Center at this time show that in 2004 there were three times more major terrorist acts (651 compared to 175) than in 2003.

When the American government unjustifiably invaded Iraq, it consciously lied about the existence of weapons of mass destruction. Actually, it was the oil they were after; it was a vulgar war of conquest. All the painful evidence has quashed Bush’s hypocritical speech that the world is now a safer place than it was four years ago.

What is the credibility of the shameless scarecrow designed against Cuba by the State Department, which has also made the mistake of giving first place on their list to the least fearful country and the most capable of uncovering their despicable lies?

On top of all this, the government of that country has been foolish enough to say that "the biggest cause for concern is that these States (including Cuba in first place) have the capacity to produce weapons of mass destruction and other destabilizing technology which could fall into the hands of the terrorists". This at the exact time when John Bolton, the deranged author of this folly, is questioned by several of the most important intelligence services of the United States for venting his fury on some honest officials who had the decency to oppose his depraved and untenable lies. Major media outlets and what is even more worrying for the extremist, warmongering and genocidal mob, the members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee are amazed at such shocking behavior.

The sinister aims of these lies are well known.

In addition to this hysterical behavior, on Friday April 29 a cable reported that the very distinguished President of the United States had just ordered the Treasury Department to hand over a generous amount of Cuba’s frozen assets to meet another lawsuit from the extremist and terrorist Cuban American mob in Miami.

What is truly incomprehensible and inexplicable about the US government’s behavior is that they published the abovementioned State Department document at a time when the current administration is caught up in one of the most embarrassing and sensitive chapters of its terrorist adventures, its aggression and lies against Cuba. Are they stupid, or even better, are they such stupid or what?

The whole world knows that Luis Posada Carriles, the cruelest, most famous terrorist in the western hemisphere, as acknowledged by the most important media outlet in this part of the world, has entered the United States and requested asylum from the government of that country, whose soldiers are dying every day and whose death toll have risen to almost two thousand, in the name of a war against terrorism that was unleashed after the events of September 11, 2001.

Our fellow Cubans, who have closely followed this unprecedented scandal, know perfectly well what I am talking about. Many people will now be wondering whether the George W. Bush administration has given birth to the monster that was growing heavy in their entrails. Reply: it is incredible but there are still no signs of labor, despite the fact that this could endanger the health of both, the mother and the creature, as well as that of the many midwives and others who are meddling in this affair, and whose numbers are growing by the day.

Due to the fact that over the last three days we have been focused on the agreements and documents signed between the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and Cuba, and particularly on the events related to the visit of the leader of the Bolivarian Revolution, our close brother Hugo Chávez Frías, and the historic progress which we are rapidly making in such a short period of time towards the integration of the peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean --two hundred years after their struggles for independence first began—the same that until now have been dominated and plundered by colonialism and imperialism which have lead them to a now unsustainable situation, we haven’t been able to examine the highly significant situation created by the return of the monster to the place where it was bred and trained for the long series of crimes that it has committed against the people of Cuba and other peoples worldwide.

Today, while we were speaking of the crime committed on October 6, 1976 in Barbados, with the blowing up of the passenger plane and the loss of more than 70 lives; between that date and the day the young Italian was murdered in a Havana hotel, 20 years have passed equivalent to 20 years of murders, of crimes committed by US governments using mercenaries and terrorists of the despicable caliber of Posada Carriles.

Neither can we forget more than 45 years of aggressions, mercenary invasions, piratical attacks, acts of sabotage, a dirty war which, in the midst of an atrocious and pitiless blockade, has taken the lives of thousands and thousands of fellow countrymen, victims of these acts of terrorism. How can the US government, least of all the present administration, accuse Cuba, the victim, and write her first on a list of terrorist nations, when what they should actually do is place her first on a list of victims of imperialist terrorism, for more than half a century! 

Since it has been almost 72 hours without news on the delivery, I shall proceed straight to giving you, as briefly as possible, --and taking into account the time and the effort you have all made over the last twelve hours– the latest top stories:

The newspaper, El Nuevo Herald reported on April 29 that, faced with the extradition request made by Venezuela, the terrorist’s accomplices were preparing to strengthen their legal team.

Santiago Alvarez, the well-known terrorist and accomplice of Posada Carriles, said that the legal representation "is being strengthened with lawyers of different origins".

According to the newspaper, the lawyers hired to assist the terrorist include Kendall Coffey, the former Miami district attorney who led the sinister team of lawyers that tried to keep the child Elián González kidnapped and Joaquín Chafardet, an equally mobbish lawyer who is well known in Venezuela, and who previously represented Posada during his trial in Caracas for the bombing of the Cubana airliner and is strongly associated with Ricardo Koesling, a representative of the Cuban American National Foundation in Venezuela and one of the instigators of the siege of the Cuban Embassy during the ephemeral coup d’état of April 11, 2002.

Accounts cited by the newspaper discuss the possibility that the illustrious Posada Carriles will talk to the press very soon.

Santiago Alvarez Fernández Magriñá, the abovementioned character who took Posada Carriles from Isla Mujeres to the city of Miami between the 16 and the 18 of March, in other words 44 days ago, gave an interview yesterday on a Miami TV channel in which he shamelessly said that Posada Carriles ‘is fine, he is painting, listening to the news and reading’. Then he went on to announce in a language that befits the ignorant and uneducated individual that he is that "it is very probable that in the next few days he will be called to the Immigration office, and when he shows up there they will have to see him and talk to him. Preparations are being made for him to give a limited interview in the next few days, as soon as the lawyers feel that the time is right, in order to give information on certain points that need answering". In fact, there are a million points that need answering: are you well aware of that Mr. George W. Bush?

According to the Herald --which as you know has many connections with the Mob, I particularly refer to the so called the New Herald-- sources in the United States capital affirmed that Posada’s asylum request had gone down like a "lead balloon" in high US ranks. "It has created a lot of political friction", said a top official that asked to remain anonymous. "This is the worst time that it could have happened". Listen to that official’s phrasing: ‘This is the worst time that it could have happened’.

Information received suggests that the Bush administration doesn’t know how to get out of this tangled and embarrassing situation. They’re holding a time bomb in their hands. While they have been playing with terrorism, fomenting it, supporting it and nurturing it, it comes as no surprise that they now have a time bomb on their hands.

It has also been said that even the beleaguered Cuban American National Foundation, the group that gives the most protection and financial aid to Posada Carriles, in close coordination with US administrations, is worried because this matter could further harm their battered political image, and they are also worried that the terrorist may demand more from them because he has lots of information.

On the other hand, there are reports in New York press circles that the United States government is involved in intense negotiations with several Central American countries in order to secretly transfer the terrorist to any country in that area.

In addition to this it has been said that the Salvadoran government must have let the United States know through various channels that they don’t want Posada Carriles in their country --everybody wanting to get rid of the corpse, acting like rats fleeing a sinking ship-- and it is very unlikely that they’ll accept the terrorist. The final destination will depend on the pressure exerted by the State Department. We already know what results have been obtained by that distinguished lady who is the Secretary of State and who is presently traveling through our hemisphere to discuss democracy and lack of governability, or should I say governability, in this hemisphere. They haven’t even realized what has happened, they haven’t even realized that in one week, just one week, three governments are in the middle of serious crises.

Journalists are commenting that Cuba’s denunciation of Posada Carriles took the US authorities by surprise, but that they have by now realized the sensitivity of the issue and changed their initial intention of accepting Posada into their country.

Here, one of the distinguished speakers preceding me –it was Schafick-- spoke of the ‘hot potato’. Cubans know very well how hot a potato can be when it is taken out of the pot, perhaps out of the pressure cooker: it burns your hands, your lips, your tongue, it burns everything; and there they are, with a specially hot potato that won’t cool down, one that we won’t let cool down.  

Meanwhile, there are reports from Salvadoran political circles that some leaders of the ARENA government party would find themselves in deep water if they didn’t help Posada.

In this context, the former Minister of the Interior and coffee entrepreneur Mario Acosta Oertel, "a close friend of Posada and the people of Miami" would be the person in charge of handling the issue of the terrorist in El Salvador. Acosta’s wife is the cousin of Otto René Rodríguez Llerena, the terrorist detained in Cuba.

According to journalists from an important US television network, their colleagues in Miami say they are convinced that Posada Carriles is hidden in a house in Florida.

Reporters from this network in Miami believe that the FBI knows where Posada is and who is with him, and they don’t rule out the possibility that one of the options might be to force him out of the country. To this end, they could use the procedure of accusing the person who is sheltering him, and those who allowed him to enter, and those who gave permission for his entry, and those who know how he entered and where he hiding and are saying nothing.

They say that they don’t understand why the FBI has not arrested Posada, since the terrorist was singled out as a fugitive of Venezuelan justice by a government preceding that of President Chávez.

However, they say that they couldn’t send him to Venezuela either because the American government is convinced that that would be tantamount to handing him over to Cuba.

Such a sophism! It was precisely Cuba that, from the beginning, relinquished its most legitimate right to judge him since it was her sons and daughters, in huge numbers, who have been among the victims of this monster’s crimes, a monster bred and trained in the United States and used by them for decades. If not, how could it be explained, or rather, how could the shameless blackmail plaguing the most powerful superpower ever existing be explained?

It is the opinion of the reporters that the FBI are carefully evaluating the scenarios to which they are being exposed, and they feel that the Bush administration still hasn’t decided how to deal with the case --they are truly mute, paralyzed, puzzled-- but they assume that when Posada enters into the public eye the FBI will have a plan ready.

TV journalists in Miami are saying that the big networks in the United States are on Posada’s trail and some of them are very close to finding out his whereabouts. One version of events is that he is hiding out in an exclusive neighborhood on the outskirts of Miami, in a very expensive house valued at three million dollars. There he spends his time reading, listening to the news and painting, like a new Picasso; there in the lair of the Empire whose political and cultural ideal, at least that of the present administration, is to have painters with blood-stained hands and with the barbaric notion: ‘We put the bomb, so what?’, or in that infamous phrase used to describe the case of the young Italian Fabio di Celmo: ‘He was in the wrong place at the wrong time’. It now seems that it is he, as well as the US government or the President of this administration, who are in the wrong place at the wrong time.  

You can see what 180,000 people working in the Department of Homeland Security, those 22 bodies that cooperate and participate in their anti-terrorism struggle and in the protection of US internal security, have not been able to accomplish; neither have the 15 intelligence agencies working on a budget of billions of dollars; what these have not been able to accomplish or discover, the US media will succeed in accomplishing and discovering.

They also say that the FBI is not keeping watch on the area where Posada is supposedly staying, and that Eduardo Soto, the terrorist’s lawyer, has opted to give his statements and public interviews to Hispanic television channels, without realizing that Posada has now become a priority target for the majority of the country’s TV channels, that are starting to work towards finding and filming him, and that if the FBI doesn’t find him, the television networks will.

In a recent letter republican Senator Norm Coleman, confirmed that the US Department of Homeland Security had received a request for asylum on behalf of Posada Carriles.

You might recall that a few days ago the University of Informatics Sciences (UCI) had been looking into the obligations of a lawyer or any other person who is filing a plea for exile, and found out that it is a crime punishable by several years in prison to violate these procedures. What would the law say about those holding high office, indeed very high office, who act as accomplices for the cover-up, or are accomplices of that terrorist when they allow or authorize his entry, or even worse, those that allow his entry without any previous consent? And there you have a government paralyzed for a month and a half, incapable of arresting the terrorist and all of his minor accomplices who bypassed the orders of higher authorities.

The Senator’s letter means that there is finally news of a zealously guarded document that we have been eagerly looking for over the last few days.

What does this letter say exactly?

"Dear Mr. Hughes:

"Thank you for taking the time to contact me concerning Mr. Luis Posada
Carriles.
"As you may know, Mr. Carriles was pardoned by Panamanian President Mireya
Moscoso on August 26, 2004. Mr. Carriles attorney has alleged that
Mr. Carriles entered the United States through Mexico a few weeks ago.
"I have shared your concerns with the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS).
"DHS has confirmed that Mr. Carriles attorney has filed an asylum request for his client. However, because of his past acts of terrorism that he has, by his own admission, claimed to have planned and carried out, Mr. Carriles is not eligible for asylum.
"DHS cannot confirm Mr. Carriles entry into the country, but has alerted all major law enforcement agencies of his possible presence." If they want to find out, all they have to do is to find Mr. Santiago Alvarez, the man who brought him by boat to Miami from Isla Mujeres. They could never deny that, they must swallow the whole nightmare, but this is not a nightmare; it is an irrefutable and indestructible truth. They could have found out where this creature was in five minutes, in the country where the authorities, the special services and the government had spawned him.
The Senator continues: "…If he is found, Mr. Carriles would face immediate deportation from the United States for his past terrorist activities.
"Thank you once again for taking the time to contact me. I value your advice. If I may be of further assistance to you in the future, please do not hesitate to contact me again.
Sincerely,

Norm Coleman
United States Senator"

In the next few days, we will be receiving very interesting news. The US government, blackmailed by the crows it created, has lacked the courage to pursue the only path left to it: the immediate arrest of Posada Carriles, abiding by national and international laws and placing him at the disposition of the Venezuelan Court that must put him on trial. I have already said that Cuba has relinquished its right, just so that they will not have a minimum excuse.

In Venezuela there is a Bolivarian government that is respected worldwide, where there are many journalists. Would that not be the best place to put him on trial, since Cuba won’t do it? What excuse can they come up with to avoid sending him there?

We have even proposed that Venezuela is in the best position to do so. We would even accept an international absolutely impartial court, convened in a location where they might agree to try this murderer. This is not even an important individual; the importance of this individual lies in the fact that his presence reveals to the world the immense hypocrisy, the lies, the immoral acts and the cynicism that the Empire uses to dominate the world. This is what’s important, let’s not forget it. The world demands that injustice be put on trial; the world demands that hypocrisy be put on trial; the world demands that these imperialist methods of deceit and domination, a domination that is harder and harder to maintain on the world, be put on trial.

I promised not to talk at great length; it only remains for me to thank our speakers.  

We were afraid that this event would go on for too long. We realize that this is summer, the sun is strong and the people began to mobilize, those close to Havana, at 10 o’clock last night, and that at 2 in the morning they were already on their way, so that we might bring together a million three-hundred thousand people, all of whom are not readily visible here, because all the empty spaces and avenues around this Square are filled with fellow Cubans.

You all deserve our infinite recognition for your revolutionary and patriotic spirit, for your support of such a just cause, for your dignity and revolutionary spirit; for your quietness and the attention paid to the valiant, moving and eloquent words we have been hearing from all those who have stood on this podium today, to widen our knowledge of the horrors committed by US Imperialism against the peoples of Latin America and whose words have strengthened our self-confidence and resolve that our nations will be free and will unite closely to defend the same common causes we defend here, speaking the same language that we have been hearing here today, even the English language; Because at the end of the day, it will not be too difficult, thinking of those peoples who once struggled against colonialism and who lost many of their sons and daughters in the struggle against fascism, that these peoples will unite with their Latin American brothers and sisters, in the struggle for justice, in the struggle for truth, in the struggle for the survival of our species which is at stake today.

Let us never forget this event. Let us never forget the words of solidarity spoken by our brothers and sisters from the South, the Center and the North. Language will not be an obstacle, because all of us that speak Spanish or Portuguese will learn English, and one day, all those speaking English will learn the languages of Latin America, Spanish and Portuguese.  

As I told you recently, the main slogan of the mobilization of this May Day has become: ‘Humanity has a yearning for justice’. You have proven this here today. 

And looking out onto this huge, unsurpassable and emotional crowd, I remember that unforgettable October 15, 1976 as if it were today, the moment in which we bid farewell to the victims of that monstrous act of terrorism against the Cuban airliner over Barbados, which made me state: "When an energetic and forceful people cry, injustice trembles!"

We shall see!

Long live the 30th Anniversary --which we also commemorate today-- of the glorious and exemplary victory of the heroic people of Vietnam, a victory that the imperialists should never forget!

Patria o Muerte!
Venceremos!






Dear fellow Cubans,
Distinguished guests,
 
I will begin exactly where I left my latest address but a few hours ago, on April 29, at 10:35 in the evening, on the question of Bush and terrorism.
 
The United States has, for the first time, admitted that Posada Carriles entered Miami illegally on board the Santrina.
 
This past April 22, after 13 months of silence in response to our insistent questions, Miami's El Nuevo Herald revealed FBI documents submitted by the District Attorney's Office to the Federal Court trying terrorists Santiago Álvarez and Osvaldo Mitat in which US authorities recognize, for the first time, that murderer Luis Posada Carriles entered the United States illegally at the end of March of 2005, on board the Santrina vessel owned by Santiago Álvarez Fernández Magriñá. 
 
We had denounced this many times and urged the president of the United States to come forth with what he knew.
 
It happened exactly as it had been reported by Quintana Roo's Por Esto! newspaper and by Cuba in March and April of 2005.
 
Although Posada's entry in the United States had stirred up controversy and become almost public knowledge, the Department of Homeland Security, responsible for protecting the United States from terrorism, did not arrest Posada until May 17 of last year, after the terrorist offered a press conference to a number of US media. All the while, Washington denied knowledge of his whereabouts.
 
Gilberto Abascal, the prosecution's key witness in the case of Santiago Álvarez Fernández Magriñá and Osvaldo Mitat, informed authorities of his participation in an illegal operation to bring Posada clandestinely from Isla Mujeres, Mexico, to Miami, aboard the Santrina shrimp boat.
 
A document signed by US District Attorney Alexander Acosta and Assistant Attorney Randy Hummel reveals that Abascal, an FBI informant, reported the fact. The disclosure about Posada appears in a letter dated February 27, 2006, sent out by the District Attorney's Office in response to a petition by lawyer Arturo Hernández, who represents Fernández Magriñá.
"He —Abascal— “also traveled with Santiago Álvarez Fernández-Magriñá in his boat"—[Santrina—" to Mexico during the successful adventure in human trafficking that resulted in Luis Posada’s illegal entry in the United States", the text of the letter reads.
El Nuevo Herald admitted that "it is the first time a government document has corroborated that an FBI informant was in contact with Posada during his transfer to U.S. territory". The Cuban government has alleged this version of the account since April, supported by a report in the Mexican periodical Por Esto! —which was subsequently confirmed, with absolute precision, by Cuban authorities— something Posada consistently denied, claiming that he reached the US by crossing the Texan border in a car and later taking a bus to Miami, and something the US government knew, from day one, through agents who traveled in the same boat.
Abascal, Álvarez and Mitat were the crew of the Santrina, as were skipper José Pujol and Rubén López Castro. The vessel sailed to Isla Mujeres and ran aground in a reef area on March 14, 2005, and, following authorization from Mexican authorities, it set sail for Miami, where it arrived four days later.
In his comments for the CUBADEBATE web-site, renowned lawyer José Pertierra, the Venezuelan government’s legal representative in the extradition case of the Cuban-born terrorist who is a naturalized citizen of Venezuela, evaluated the FBI documents in this way:
"By affirming that Posada Carriles entered the United States on the Santrina with Santiago Álvarez Fernández Magriñá, the prosecution itself is questioning the credibility of Posada, Álvarez, his accomplices and even the White House.
Upon entering the United States illegally, Posada and his accomplices lied to protect the Santrina crew. "To help a terrorist enter the United States illegally is a very serious felony that is punishable by several years in prison. To lie to cover up a felony is also a federal crime", added the legal expert.
"'Now we learn that one of the people who helped Posada to enter the country illegally worked for the FBI. It is evident that the White House has always known how Posada entered the country, with whom he entered, and where he was living’, assured Pertierra, who added: 'This besmirches them all’.
"’If the FBI knew —argues Pertierra—, the Security Department knew. Why didn’t they arrest him in March? Why didn’t they press charges against Álvarez and Mitat for having helped a terrorist to illegally enter the country?'
"A month before these statements appeared in the Herald, on March 22, the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement wrote Posada Carriles a letter to explain the reasons why he, tried as a mere ‘illegal immigrant’, continued in prison. In the letter, US Immigration and Customs Enforcement tells Posada that he: ‘...will not be released from the custody of US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) at this time, because, as described below, you continue to present a danger to the community and a flight risk’.
Further on, the letter states that Posada has a ‘history of engaging in criminal activity, associating with individuals involved in criminal activity and participating in violent acts that indicate a disregard for the safety of the general public and a propensity for engaging in activities proscribed within the provisions of INA § 212(a) that pose a risk to the national security of the United States’.
"Further, you have shown a cavalier attitude towards the impact your actions have had on the safety and well-being of persons and property. Open source information and your own statements link you to the planning and coordination of a series of hotel and restaurant bombings that occurred in Cuba over a several month period in 1997. Moreover, on April 20, 2004, you were convicted in Panama for Crimes Against National Security and Counterfeiting Public Records, for which you were sentenced to 7 years and 1 year imprisonment respectively. Although you were later pardoned for these crimes by the President of Panama, a foreign pardon, in itself, does not have any effect in relation to US immigration laws. Additionally, a review of your arrest and criminal history shows that following a trial and acquittal on criminal charges in Venezuela, your acquittal was overturned on appeal, and, while pending a retrial on the charges, you made several escape attempts and eventually succeeded in escaping from prison. Due to your long history of criminal activity and violence in which innocent civilians were killed, your release from detention would pose a danger to both the community and the national security of the United States".
At the end of the letter, the ICE reminds the terrorist that his "expertise in assuming false identities, your disregard of the immigration laws of the United States, your history of escape and the presence of your pending international extradition request demonstrate that you pose a significant risk of fleeing, if released from custody".
In spite of the facts mentioned by the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement in its letter, Posada Carriles continues to enjoy many privileges and is not in the least bit treated as a criminal. While thousands of illegal immigrants are persecuted, imprisoned and sent back to their countries, in the midst of the largest political mobilization by Latinos seen in decades, terrorist Luis Posada Carriles has the privilege of a nearly 6-hour-long hearing to review his request for US citizenship.
An article published last Wednesday in the Mexican periodical Por Esto! the same newspaper which reported the Santrina’s accident in Isla Mujeres, unflinchingly accuses Mexican authorities of knowing about and supporting the operation to take Posada Carriles from Mexico to the United States.
In an article titled "Cover-up for terrorist”, journalist Renán Castro affirmed: “What Por Esto! had denounced on March 2005 through a journalistic indictment is now being recognized by US authorities in court, the indictment that has undermined the credibility of the White House" —if it had any left, I say.
“After going through Honduras, Guatemala and Belize", the article continues, “Posada Carriles entered Mexico, arriving at Cancun and Isla Mujeres via Quintana Roo, with aid from the Mexican Federal Government.
“Federal government officials offered members of the Cuban American National Foundation (CANF) protection to guarantee the safety of the international terrorist during the week when he remained in hiding in Isla Mujeres, awaiting the arrival of the vessel that took him to Miami, Florida.
"Starting March 14, 2005, the periodical Por Esto! warned of the maneuvers that CANF members had executed when the Cuba—American vessel, the Santrina, ran aground at a coral reef area known as El Farito, reporting it had arrived at Quintana Roo's littoral with its owner, Santiago Álvarez Fernández Magriñá, at the helm.
“The crew of the Santrina, registered to a non-existent Ecological Marine Protection Foundation named Caribe Viva and Research Inc., headed by terrorist Ernesto Abreu, who was a key actor in the operation to protect and transport Posada Carriles from Honduras to Miami, Florida, through Mexican territory, attempted to conceal the covert action to facilitate the entry of the international criminal into Miami.
"At the time, the Por Esto! periodical published photographs and eyewitness accounts to denounce the presence, in Mexico, of terrorists José Pujol, Ernesto Abreu and Santiago Álvarez Fernández Magriñá, who were rescued by Mexican naval authorities and taken to Isla Mujeres for a routine inspection of their vessel.
“’Three arrived and four set sail’ were the titles of these articles published in April 2005, when the Cuban government issued an international alert reporting the presence of Posada Carriles in Mexican territory and Commander in Chief Fidel Castro Ruz demanded an explanation from the federal government about the covert operation that had been executed there to help the international terrorist escape and subsequently enter the United States.
“Then, an investigative report had revealed that, upon its departure, Mexican federal authorities had protected the vessel that took Posada Carriles to Miami, Florida. Posada had boarded the ship at the Integral Port Administration (API) dock on March 15, 2005, with the three Cuban-Americans who had departed from that US port, sailing from Miami to Bahamas and from there to Isla Mujeres.
"None of this would have been known", the Mexican newspaper goes on to assert, “had 'the Santrina' not ran aground in the early morning of March 14, at the coral reef area of “El Farito”, as the protection of Mexican federal authorities, tasked with guaranteeing a clean operation, was guaranteed and in line with the commitments assumed by the current Mexican president, Vicente Fox Quesada, who became a close friend of several distinguished members of the Cuban American National Foundation when involved in the electoral campaigns that placed him in power in July 2000". This is how the article ends.
Por Esto! played an exceptional role in denouncing how the monstrous terrorist Luis Posada Carriles, the Bush family's friend and protégé, entered the United States, whose Department of State hypocritically and shamelessly accuses President of Venezuela Hugo Chávez of supporting terrorism and calls Cuba a terrorist country.
But, would this be the end of the US President's endless chain of brazen lies about terrorism? Impossible!
On April 19, when we celebrated the 45th anniversary of our victory at the Bay of Pigs, we received the news that, in Los Ángeles, California, a man named Robert Ferro, whose home was found to contain the scandalous sum of 1,571 firearms and a number of hand grenades, all hidden in secret compartments and rooms, had been detained.
No sooner had he been detained than Ferro declared himself a member of the anti-Cuban terrorist organization Alpha ‘66 and stated that the latter had 100 members in California and Miami who were ready and trained to carry out actions against the Cuban government.
On April 28 —that is to say, 72 hours ago— the Los Ángeles Times, one of the most important newspapers in the United States, published a long article which, among other things, reports:
“The Upland man accused of selling guns illegally from his home said in a jailhouse interview Thursday that some of the weapons were covertly supplied to him by the U.S. government, intended for an attempt to overthrow Cuban leader Fidel Castro.
”Police say felon Robert Ferro had 1,571 firearms and some hand grenades stashed inside secret compartments and hidden rooms he built inside the sprawling foothill estate. He was arrested last week after a search of his home in connection with another case uncovered the weapons.
"But in an interview Thursday” —it's Monday today, no? Okay, in the article published, as I said, 72 hours ago—, "Ferro, 61, contended that some of the high-powered weapons", pay attention to this “— including assault rifles, silencer-equipped handguns and Uzis — were supplied to him by the U.S. government. He said the weapons were supposed to be used in an attempt to oust Castro that would have coincided with U.S. Navy operations being conducted in the Caribbean Sea.
"‘Obviously, now it will not take place’, Ferro said. ‘Those guns I had were very sophisticated weapons. It was for a fight. I was just trying to mimic what President Bush has done in Iraq, bring freedom to the country.’  " ‘I was born [in Cuba]. I want to free them. I love freedom. I love [the U.S.], and I want the same thing for my country.’
"U.S. military officials acknowledged that 6,500 sailors on several ships and the Virginia-based carrier George Washington are participating in an exercise with at least eight other navies in international waters in the Caribbean. Although the exercise will come as close as 12 miles to Cuba's territorial waters, military officials said it would primarily be hundreds of miles away from the island nation.” That excuse of a military exercise they're doing over there, hoping to intimidate Cuba, Venezuela and the rest of Latin America; yes, those innocent ships that are sailing through the Caribbean, one of the most modern aircraft carriers with hundreds of sophisticated planes, war ships of every kind; a nuclear submarine that can launch God knows how many missiles, equipped with technology to intercept radio messages, etc, etc.
They hadn’t tried this type of nonsense for some time.
The US newspaper goes on to report:
”Ferro was arrested last week by officers with L.A. IMPACT, a Southern California multi-agency task force, as they investigated his connection to Frank Beltran, 36, a fugitive arrested in late March while living in a Rancho Cucamonga rental home owned by Ferro". They didn’t know where they had hidden, nor had they had the time to discover that Ferro had 1, 571 weapons of war.
”Beltran was wanted on suspicion of shooting a Glendora police officer in the hand after the officer responded to a domestic dispute between Beltran and his wife. A few weeks later, Beltran shot his wife eight times at a San Dimas intersection after pursuing her in his vehicle, a Los Ángeles County sheriff's official said. The woman remains hospitalized—as you would expect—, and the gun has not been found, authorities said.” They were after the weapon and they found the arsenal, they get lucky sometimes. Hugo Chávez would say it was the hand of God who guided them .
”Ferro, who says he's a member of a Miami-based group, Alpha ‘66, that advocates the overthrow of Castro's regime" —they have insisted on this nonsense for ages, ignoring the people, ignoring the masses, ignoring the laws of society and history, the laws of a revolution—, "said Thursday that about 50 other U.S. citizens were scheduled to accompany him to Cuba, with further assistance coming from people inside Cuba.
"FBI spokeswoman Laura Einmiller said her office was investigating the possibility that other anti-Castro sympathizers connected to Ferro had stashed weapons in their homes.
" ‘Mr. Ferro's motives, and all aspects of what Mr. Ferro's statements have been — whether or not he was planning violent acts — are under investigation,’ she said. ‘No one else has been arrested in this matter.’ "
“In the 1990’s, Ferro was sentenced to two years in prison for possessing 5 pounds of the putty-like explosive (C-4).”
"Prosecutors in the 1990s case said Ferro was an Alpha ‘66 member training Mexicans at a Pomona chicken ranch he owned for a Castro overthrow attempt.
"Ferro (…) entered the military and ultimately joined the Army's Special Forces, performing covert operations that included a search for missing servicemen in Vietnam, he said.
"‘I'm advocating the same thing President Bush is doing in Iraq for my country, that's all. I don't know why I'm in trouble for that.’ "
These were quotations from the article published by the Los Ángeles Times.
Though military spokespeople have tried to keep Ferro's plan and the military exercise in the Caribbean separate matters, the US government has maintained absolute silence —once again, for the umpteenth time— with respect to whether it supplied weapons to this terrorist, who, in 1992, was sentenced to two years imprisonment for illegal possession of explosives, after being accused of heading an Alpha ‘66 paramilitary camp in Pomona ranch, where Mexicans were being trained to carry out anti-Cuba operations. On that occasion, 5 pounds of C-4 explosives were confiscated from him.
In the course of his life as an anti-Cuban terrorist, Robert Ferro has worked for the CIA —just look, he had as many infantry weapons as those brought by the fifteen hundred something mercenaries who landed at the Bay of Pigs, under the protection of a US squadron, which also included an aircraft carrier and a good number of maries, who contemplated the last battles that took place there, three miles off the coast of the Bay of Pigs. There they were, back then the limit was set at three miles, it was later extended to 12—, has been an official of the US Special Forces and a member of Alpha ‘66.
Though Alpha's main leader has denied any ties between his terrorist organization and Ferro, judge Oswald Parada, in charge of the case, turned down his petition for bail, considering he has "access to more weapons and explosives through Alpha ‘66". Defense attorney Wayne M. Rozenberg stated he was not surprised by the organization's denials, as it is a paramilitary group which operates clandestinely.
Alpha ‘66 has a long history of paramilitary actions and of planning terrorist actions against Cuba. Created in 1961—45 years ago—, Alpha ’66 participated in a number of the so-called "autonomous operations"…That is what the CIA called them; this is why it created Orlando Bosch’s group, which was trained by Posada Carriles. They were autonomous, and the war communiqués were published in Miami. They perpetrated some of their most horrible crimes during this period. They organized Operation Condor; they sent the second CIA director to Santo Domingo, when Bush Sr. was the head of this agency. One of the most horrible crimes they committed was the mid-air bombing of a Cubana airliner in Barbados. The second CIA director went Santo Domingo, where he met with a group of criminals from Cuba, the United States and other countries, to begin that odious criminal crusade which came to be known as Operation Condor, denounced here not long ago, precisely after Posada Carriles' entry into the country and the US government's attempts to protect him. These heinous deeds were described by Estella Calloni, an Argentinean journalist, honoring all of us with her presence here today, at this square where truth, revolutionary spirit and honor prevail. 
The list of crimes perpetrated is long: foreign ministers, like Letelier, assassinated in Washington; honorable military men, such as Pratts, who opposed the Chilean coup, were killed; generals like Juan José Torres, who dignified the Bolivian military; personalities like the leader of the Christian Democratic party, Bernardo Leighton, whom they tried to assassinate in Italy in an action organized by Operation Condor operatives; there were no seas or borders that placed a limit on their criminal activities, actions that people are beginning to become aware of and remember more clearly, because these actions had not been fully described or denounced.
What’s important, what links the Bush family directly to Orlando Bosch, Posada Carriles and the bombing of the plane which claimed 73 lives, is that this act of sabotage was planned there in Santo Domingo and Posada Carriles was there. Because Orlando Bosch, that other monstrous criminal who Bush Sr. released and today freely walks the streets of Miami, was, at the time, in Chile, plotting crimes with Pinochet's DINA. One cannot easily forget the denunciations that eminent Latin Americans made at Cuba's International Convention Center during the International Conference titled "Against terrorism, for truth and justice".
Just see how many things this perverse empire has done in nearly half a century.
I was saying that Alpha ‘66 participated in several of the so-called "autonomous operations" directed by the CIA from its JM/WAVE Miami station. The criminal actions this group has perpetrated include pirate attacks and the hijacking of fishing vessels; armed infiltrations into our country; death threats aimed at people with links to Cuba living in Mexico, the United States, Ecuador, Brazil, Canada and Puerto Rico, and numerous attempts to assassinate me. Miami police intelligence documents reported, some years ago, that the group is one of the most dangerous and most active of organizations in terrorist Miami.
Don’t forget that this gentleman I mentioned, Santiago Álvarez Fernández Magriña, that guy —you've seen him on TV—who gave orders over the phone to a man who had infiltrated Cuba, who he had sent with explosives and firearms. The infiltrator was captured and Fernández Magriña, who was later arrested for who knows how many crimes in the United States —yes, Mr. Magriña, buddy of the Bushes— was the head of that group gave it orders over the phone.
You recall that phrase, the last instructions he gave. When he asked whether the infiltrator had seen the plan through or not, and the latter responded that things were getting complicated, he asked about the mission he had been tasked with, a monstrous act of terrorism on the Tropicana cabaret, he said: “Throw the two tins inside, through a window of the cabaret, and nothing will remain standing”. He admitted that he had said this and he was there in Miami, he did what he pleased, protected by the US government. Apparently, there was a conflict of interests at one point or other and the government had no other choice but to arrest him and accuse him of some of the hundreds of crimes he committed.
Posada Carriles was there, all of these things were taking place in Miami and this super-organization, designed to protect the United States from terrorism --headed by Negroponte who is implicated in the dirty war in Nicaragua-- which controls over 30 intelligence organizations, didn't know anything. The State Department declared on numerous occasions that it didn't know Posada Carriles' whereabouts. The White House said it didn't know, and everyone else was saying the same thing, that they didn't know anything.
Just look at how morally, how ethically impoverished they are, how low they have stooped in such basically ethical questions. They arrest him, protect him and don't send him to Venezuela, which rightfully demands his extradition, because Cuba had renounced this request, so as not to give the US government the pretext for a maneuver. There is no death penalty in Venezuela, not even the people who organized the heinous coup of April 11, 2002 are in prison, nor have they spent time in prison, and they didn't extradite him to Venezuela by virtue of the International Convention against Torture. Just look at the pretexts they come up with to protect the terrorist. 
They took him out of Panama, because the US government knew of and was responsible for the assassination plans that were to be executed at that meeting of heads of Government and State who participated in the Ibero-American Summit, myself among them, who had planned to meet with students, and that’s where they were planning to set off 40 kilograms of TNT. The US government and Bush still know nothing of these things, nor of the plans to blow up Tropicana, where, back then, there were doubtless many US citizens, because, then, they allowed some Cuban-born people who were naturalized citizens of the United States and even US citizens, people who had been born in and were citizens of the United States, to come to Cuba. No, they know nothing of these things!
I spoke of Mr. Díaz Rodríguez, head of Alpha ‘66, who was trained in Santo Domingo.
On May 20, 2003, US President George W. Bush invited eleven representatives of the South Florida Cuban American extreme right to the White House. Among them was Ernesto Díaz Rodríguez —the one who succeeded Sargent as head of Alpha ‘66, the organization which, undoubtedly, owns or controls those fifteen hundred and some weapons, was at the White House, invited by the US president— and his partner Eusebio de Jesús Peñalver Mazorra, arrested in California on December 12, 1995, in possession of an arsenal of weapons, when he participated in the preparations for a terrorist action against Cuba, and another notorious terrorist, Ángel Francisco D'fana Serrano. Never have US governments been unaware of these entire terrorist and assassination plans.
I mentioned two exceptions in this long period: President Ford who, following the investigation on plans to assassinate me conducted by the (US Senate) Church Commission, apparently embarrassed by these, had issued a resolution prohibiting these types of actions. Another president who was unquestionably incapable of ordering these kinds of assassinations was Carter, whom we know well —he visited us and participated in that important baseball game between a team from Baltimore and Cuba, he visited the University of Havana and spoke there, engaging in discussions—, he doesn't share our ideas, his ideology is not even remotely related to ours, but we can say that he is an honest American.
Then, the same people who had organized Operation Condor, the bombing of the Cuban airliner in Barbados and myriad international crimes returned to office. They were the same and are the same people who are today in power in the United States. Some are even worse, because a number of them were old hawks and these are the apprentices of hawks that want to outdo their masters.
It remains to be seen whether they can do this or not, whether the American people will allow it, if they are willing to put up with more crimes like the genocide and the countless acts of torture they are committing around the world today, in any country in the world, encroaching upon the sovereignty and borders of nations and ordering killings. Not long ago, at a joint session of the US Congress, Bush said that many enemies of the United States would no longer bother it because they were either in prison or dead. He said it with haughtiness, with arrogance, and what he said meant: I have ordered the killing of everyone I have felt like killing.
This is what he has done. Bush was quick to rescind Ford's decree and, with the support of the President of the US National Rifle Association who was at the House, he repealed the prohibition to commit those crimes and misdeeds. Not even Rome’s worst emperors dared to claim such rights, of killing, of assassinating —through any means possible, resorting to the most sophisticated means— any patriot, any revolutionary, any political leader who opposes the empire’s vulgar efforts of domination.
No one has the right to issue such an order, even when dealing with terrorists. Where is the Law, where are the laws, where are the courts? Even though some of the empire's judges are also repulsive, like the one who sentenced our Five Heroes, a ruling that a court acting with a minimum of freedom and honor later had to overturn, the notorious Court of Atlanta, which overturned that trial’s ruling. Then, instead of releasing them, something unprecedented took place, they appealed the court’s ruling, turning —even from the point of view of US law— the Five into hostages, two of whom have addressed you today. And they remain in prison, while Posada Carriles is granted a hearing to discuss his right to US citizenship, perhaps because of the crimes he’s committed, perhaps because of his moral fiber, similar to that of the illustrious character that holds executive power in that country.
On June 2, 2005, the US president expressed his gratitude for Alpha ‘66’s "support" in a letter in which he stated that he "appreciated knowing" the ideas of the paramilitary group.
Alpha ‘66's activities in California are well known. In January 1982, the cable agency UPI reported that a group of Cubans and Nicaraguans were receiving military training in a remote and derelict camp site in the south of Florida operated by Alpha ‘66, but the FBI and the authorities of the Californian city of San Bernardino did not consider these actions illegal for, according to them they were not in violation of any local or state law.
In 1995, an Alpha ‘66 ringleader privately stated that the organization's California wing had stepped up support for violent actions and had recruited ex Cuban-born members of the US National Guard who had access to heavy artillery such as machine guns and bazookas, registered in California.
In November 1999, news arrived from California that René Cruz and Eusebio Peñalver (both closely linked to Posada Carriles) and terrorists Roberto Martín Pérez, Ángel D'Fana and Ernesto Díaz, Alpha ‘66's current leader, were involved in a plan to assassinate President Hugo Chávez, receiving aid from a group of wealthy Venezuelan individuals. This was denounced by Cuba in a timely fashion.
The plan was to be executed in the month of December by a commando made up of Cubans and Venezuelans, who were to arrive in Venezuela from a third country.

In the first quarter of 2006, Cuba's economy grew by 11.8 % more what it did in 2005; its current growth rate —hear this— is of more than 12.5 % . I know %ages can get annoying and that they are both used and abused. Some people say: "There's such and such %age of growth, but where do we see it?" If you're building the premises to produce eggs and poultry meat and breeding the chicks you need, you're growing but you're not distributing eggs —though eggs are already being distributed— do you understand? If you construct high-tech storage silos to conserve the grains, you're making an investment; if you buy hundreds of locomotives and repair thousands of wagons, or purchase trucks and motors by the tens of thousands, and you reconstruct everything, or if you work in an enormous plan to construct houses after a hurricane razed more than 50,000 to the ground —and it did more than raze houses to the ground, you also have to count the houses that were damaged, those that required new roofs and many other things— you’re not seeing the finished houses, you may not even visit the site of the disaster. A bus on a ship sailing across the Atlantic is not yet in service; when it arrives, one first tests it and uses it to address the country's urgent needs, it is not yet picking up passengers down a regular route. When you start using the bus, you really have to look at the routes you're going to assign to it, though these vehicles are not used exclusively in bus routes, the country needs to and has the duty to optimize the resources and costs associated to every route.
That is why we speak of growth which is not yet immediately evident. But we're starting to see some things, you know this, everyone knows this, and these things are becoming ever more numerous and reaching never-before-seen figures. We're not after luxury; we're not simply moved by a desire to improve the living standard of our people, which is our greatest wish, for our people to live better in every sense of the word. We're not selfish, we want to support other peoples of the world, because humanity is one. I spoke of this not long ago, on the 29th.
I say this because we need to learn many things, all of us, you and we; you, many of you well educated, there are already more than half a million Cubans pursuing higher education studies, and we also, who didn't have such privileges, some of us have to learn more, and less, than others, depending on how privileged we were. We are all duty-bound to think and learn constantly, to learn from the lessons of history and continue till our last breath. No one graduates at the end of the fifth or sixth year of their university studies —and, in Cuba, this is less and less the case— nor when they specialize or complete a Masters degree or a doctorate. Some will reach this level, not everyone, because there are many things to do for society. This won’t be true of everyone, but it will be true of more and more people, and not one of them will ever cease learning.
Our economy’s current growth rate already exceeds that of 12.5 %.
This is the result of the rapid development of services, with high added value, that the country is offering.
The construction sector grew 15.8 %, transportation 4.8 % —it will grow much more than this, at a much quicker rate—, communications 12.9%, and trade, owing to the sale of domestic electric appliances over this period, 30.8 %.
The industrial sector as a whole remained at levels similar to those reported in 2005. The seven sub-sectors that experienced growth were: construction of non-electrical machinery (11.4 %); electrical engineering and electronics (50.5 %); metallic products (15.8 %); clothing (14 %); building materials (13 %); fishing industry (11 %); and chemical industry (7.9 %).
As of April 30, 2006, approximately one million one hundred thousand tons of raw sugar polarization 96º have been produced. We are starting to see the results of the efforts that have been underway since mid-February and we're reaching the objectives set forth, at a time when the price of sugar in the world market is favorable. These efforts are indeed worthy of recognition, especially if we consider different, pre-existing factors that demanded even greater efforts, efforts that were made to obtain surprising results: having produced less than 200,000 tons on Saint Valentine’s Day, February 14, today we are already producing 1,100, 000 tons, nearly 80 % of the goal figure, and there are still some weeks of harvest left, though refineries are slowing down in terms of milling and the rain and heat is intensifying, reducing performance rates. But we won't far off the goal we've set down for this decisive year.
We can say we feel satisfied with the efforts of the farmers and sugar industry workers , who are sowing and working intensely to produce even more in 2007, when sugar prices will be even higher.
You should know, comrades, that these efforts I am describing mean more than 200 million dollars more than would have been earned at the pace we had in mid-February.
 
 
The production of the following products has experienced growth: Wires (up to 1 KW), 14.1 %; steel structures, 44.9 %; laundry soap, 20.1 %; medication, 35.7 %; paper, 2 times; concrete blocks, 33.6 %; asbestos-cement tiles, 69.3 %; fabrics, 14.9 %; clothing, 58.1 %; eggs, 22.7 %; corrugated metallic tiles, 9 times —don’t forget a hurricane lashed us a few months ago; pressure cookers, 9 times; fertilizers, 1.3 times; retreads, 50.7 %; porcine meat on the hoof, 21.7 %; dairy milk, 15.2 %.
Nearly 1 million 244 thousand tons of equivalent crude oil and natural gas have been produced domestically in this four-month period, four times what was produced at the beginning of the Special Period.
We are working hard to dig 36 new wells this year, in addition to other shallow wells dug up while the wildcat wells are made operational or their operation is discontinued. Currently, 11 wildcat wells and 2 development wells —wildcat wells are very important, they tell us what’s there and what should be done there— are being worked on; 5 of these new wells are being evaluated or about to enter the exploitation phase.
The consumption of oil-based fuels, including the consumption of electrical energy expressed as the quantity of oil-equivalent used to generate it, is estimated to reach 2,716,000 tons, which represents a 3.7 % reduction of the real consumption reported until April 2005, a physical difference of some 105,000 tons of oil. This is chiefly owed to a reduction in the amount of fuel (45 thousand tons), kerosene and liquid gas (44 thousand tons) used to generate electricity; we are talking about fuels used domestically by the population.
The consumption of diesel fuel also dropped by 7,000 metric tons, as did gasoline consumption, which had gone down by 1,000 metric tons up until March, in spite of the economic growth achieved: there are more bricks, more blocks, more concrete, more rods, all of this has to be transported, don't forget. Cuba's energy intensity figures (units of energy per unit of GDP) —not including population figures—were reduced considerably during the first quarter, by more than 15 %.
The electrical energy consumed during this four-month period is estimated at 3.656 million kilowatts/hour, a figure similar to that reported during the same period in 2005. But, in relation to how many generators? This is a question we must ask ourselves, because, from it, we can derive the truly significant figure of over one million kilowatts/hour —I would say that well over one million kilowatts/hour—saved, that is to say, what would be being used without the energy saving measures, during consumption peak hours.
In the residential sector, the average monthly consumption per household has been reduced from 130 kilowatts/hour to 126.8 kilowatts/hour. What do you think? And there are many things still to be done to reduce the country's total energy consumption. There are energy saving measures, more energy is being consumed in some places and less in others. All of these factories I am mentioning and all of these production and growth processes consume and consume energy, especially electricity. The number of new consumers of electricity has gone up to approximately 43 thousand. Not only is the economy growing, the number of consumers is growing as well.
To satisfy the electricity consumption needs of the national electrical energy system, some 4.660 millions of kilowatts/hour will be generated approximately, a mere 0.3 % increase with respect to last year. Until April, energy generation has been increased by 5 % through the use of ENERGAS natural gas…One of these facilities, one of the most economical ones, was giving us a bit of headache some days ago, strong winds that hindered the supply process, the accompanying gas. This rarely happens, and we hope the measures taken will remedy the situation as quickly as possible. Are they operational today? 
For how many hours did it stop working the second day? Ten hours. And the first day?  Yadira, tell those plants to stop fooling around, okay? We’re talking about 200,000 kilowatts, and they produce electricity the safest and cheapest way. Solar energy is cheaper, though not easily exploitable. We have thousands of solar panels in schools, and the video rooms in the mountains are also powered by thousands of solar panels.
Electricity generation went up by 5 % and, in the first months of 2006, Diesel generators produced 4.5 % of the total energy output. This has meant a 5 % reduction in terms of thermal energy generation using fuel and crude. I can tell you these figures will go down considerably this year, and we're talking about hundreds of millions of dollars saved in terms of costs associated with thermoelectric plants.
The above-mentioned reduction, by 45,000 tons, of the volumes of fuel and crude used in the generation of electricity is the result of increased efficiency in thermal generation, a reduction in the volume of consumables used (from 7.57 % to 6.91 % during the first quarters of 2005 and 2006)—that is to say, 7.5 and 6.1 % savings at the plants, we're talking about savings in terms of consumption, these are not insignificant figures—and the total losses due to transmission and distribution —we’ve seen a reduction in this sense— (which went from 17.99 % to 15.75 % in that period).
You should know that this piece of equipment that amplifies our voice is powered by electricity and electricity, wherever it comes from, must first go through a transmission and then a distribution network. Havana is an Olympic champion in this sense, it consumes 17.97 % of electricity in that. We’re witnessing a clear energy-saving trend that we can measure with mathematical exactness. 
A program aimed at improving the country’s power grid, to which a total of $ 262 million has been directed, is currently underway — it’s like building thermoelectric plants but these do not consume fuel— and gaining in momentum. Once concluded, this program will allow for improved services and a reduction in the total losses associated to electricity distribution to, according to calculations, approximately 11 %. Look, from about 18 to 11 %. The cost is high, but it considerably reduces costs, improves the quality of the electricity supply which, when poor, damages electrical appliances and causes all sorts of inconveniences for the population.
The installation of emergency generators and those synchronized to the national electrical energy system, which we will talk about later, continues, unabated.
Up until April 28, the population has received 2 million 478 thousand 300 electric stoves —I already mentioned we're going to improve these, optimizing their maintenance, replacing them immediately, if a defect cannot be immediately fixed, honoring the State's guarantee; improved electric stoves are now being produced and are about to be imported into the country, and additional measures are being taken in this connection, measures closely linked to our energy saving efforts and the quality of services for the population. Everyone has a different type of cooker, all sorts of cooking pots, and it is very important to bear the shape and size of these instruments in mind, of cooking utensils, pots, and to adjust these to the energy source. We can reduce energy consumption in this connection six fold.
With respect to articles distributed: 3 million 59 thousand 926 rice cookers, 2 million 50 thousand 381 ‘Reina’ pressure cookers —these save a lot of energy, 70 %, whether they are on an electric, kerosene or oil-derived liquid gas stove; I should have mentioned it, normal pressure cookers are not electrical appliances but they have the same effect— 2 million 314 thousand 284 water heaters, 251 thousand 676 fridges, 39 thousand 187 television sets — I don’t want to promise anything with respect to these two articles, but transportation personnel and those tasked with distributing these should start getting ready for lots of them, aimed at saving electricity, incredible amounts of electricity. The immense majority of refrigerators in the country consume four to five times what one of these consume in 24 hours, some even more, even after having been fitted with gaskets. Only at the end of this process, with all of the information at hand, will we truly know how much we have saved and what remains to be done. Just about everything that will be distributed from now on will be energy-saving equipment, electricity-saving equipment, which will multiply, by several times, hard currency resources that are today needed for many other things and to continue investing and improving, as much as possible, consumption by the population. Only this way, through the use of electrical appliances, will the country free itself from these things that horrify us, such as kerosene and its derivates, which all of you, save for our invitees, know well— and 967 thousand 56 fans. You know very well how many were being manufactured using the motors of Aurika washing machines which were imported into the country by the millions and which guzzle electricity; nearly one million have been replaced. In addition to this, 9 million 118 thousand 250 energy-saving light fixtures have been distributed to households to date. You know about this well, there are still some bulbs out there that have not been replaced, those that must replaced by better and more economical fixtures won't last long. I say fixtures because they could be bulbs, they could be fluorescent lamps, etc.
More than 4 million 400 thousand gaskets for fridges, nearly 650 thousand thermostats and 7 million gaskets for coffee makers have also been distributed. All of this has contributed to our energy-saving efforts, but the antediluvian fridges continue to consume as much as I told you.
I’m talking about the economy, not the energy revolution. There were some data related to economic developments and spending which I thought fit for inclusion here, data related to the saving of energy.
The investment program which has been underway in the pharmaceutical industry for three years now, with a total budget of $120 million (recall the times when things were going badly, when we faced problems, some of which we still have today; it is comforting to see how we overcome obstacles and the spirit to continue clearing these obstacles is strengthened) —of which $ 52 million have been used (16 in 2004, 22 in 2005 and 14 in the first quarter of 2006, much more will be spent this year)— has resulted in the increased availability of the most important pharmaceutical products (tablets, vials, sanitary towels, cephalosporanic capsules and pills, powders for suspension, dental products, oral and topical fluids, creams, plastic bottles, among other things) and a considerable improvement of good manufacturing practices, meaning safer and more efficiently produced medications.
The investments made from 2004 to date have allowed us to expand our production capacity to that of 10 billion tablets a month and 78 million vials a year, to duplicate our production capacity in terms of powders for suspensions and increase vial production capacity from 27 to 32 million a year. This is what we’ve accomplished, and growth rates continue to increase.
Since mid-2005, a plan aimed at increasing the consumption of eggs to 10 units per consumer a month throughout the country has been underway. By the end of April, this plan had been extended to cover 148 municipalities and, at the close of this quarter, it will be extended to all of the country's 169 municipalities.
Cuba has taken on a plan to increase, in 2006, the total volume of pork meat on the hoof to 80 thousand tons —the previous year, the maximum reached was 60,000 tons, the plan was to produce 80,000 in 2006. Estimates were further increased to 100 thousand tons for this year. In addition to increasing food production, we must be concerned with the risks of epidemics such as the bird flu, which could deal a hard blow to other areas of production, such as that of eggs and meat. These are things we must prepare for, we shouldn’t simply wait for one of these catastrophes that menace the world today to happen. The risk of these catastrophes is ever greater today, because nearly all corners of the world are connected. Before, a disease could take four or five years to spread to another location, antibodies had time to develop also. Today, a virus spreads and many a time there are no antibodies for it, the time needed for the biological resistance to develop simply didn’t elapse. For 2007, we estimate the production of 120 thousand tons, twice the volume produced in 2005. Though we have faced some difficulties because of the late arrival of imported fodder —something which shouldn’t happen, and I think it’s the least of our problems, because I’ve been making inquiries in the food industry and other places— including difficulties faced in land transportation, already in our first quarter we have reached the figure of about 15 thousand tons. The annual program demands a faster growth rate.
We have been continuing the repairs of the facilities for this production, reaching 255 units to date. This figure will remain unaffected and we will make every effort to produce the 100 thousand tons in 2006.
 
The goal of producing some 60, 700 tons of rice in 2006, is progressing without problems, and in the first four months, 20 thousand 100 tons were produced. Rice production dropped in the large harvest areas due to drought, hurricanes and high fuel costs. Following rational planning techniques, we can see there are production areas in which it is neither economical nor reasonable to invest, though investments continue to be made wherever this is economical and possible. There are other, much more economical areas to look into, no country in the world can aspire to self-reliance. The least self-reliant country in the world is also the richest, the United States, and it pays for an important part of its imports with money it prints —I've spoken about this already, I don't want to drag on.
 
The program for the production of soy yoghurt is on schedule. The first stage after the production capacity was increased concluded at the end of 2005 and has netted a million liters per day. We had been supplying the yogurt to nearly half a million junior high school students who today have meals at school, to workers, teachers, etc. We had been supplying it to the population, in limited quantities, in all other parts of the country. We are now expanding the production capacity of this product, which is in high demand because of its flavor and nutritive qualities, and Pinar del Río is our experimental province, not only with respect to electricity.
 
Capacity is growing in that province; it is growing day by day. Cold storage facilities for the yogurt have been created there. Till recently, some 6 million liters were being distributed daily. Today, it is more than 15 million liters a day and I hope that, within a few weeks, a distribution rate equivalent to 40, 000 liters a day is reached in Pinar del Río, not counting the yogurt distributed to schools and other places. There’s no limit, if you consume 50,000, 60,000 or more, it will continue to be supplied to you. It is being sold at the same price as before, but before it wasn’t as subsidized as it is today. Today, it is subsidized at 20 % its production and distribution cost. It wasn’t a rationed product, but it wasn’t abundant either. Now, we’re going to increase production to one and half million liters a day in the following six months and, if more is needed, we will produce more.
 
Evo and Hugo were here, as you know, and we spoke of buying soy from Bolivia. One million and a half liters of soy yogurt requires about 60,000 tons of soy, such that this commitment does not affect us in the least. And we're going to consume more soy than we're going to purchase additionally from Bolivia.
 
In the first quarter of 2006, 47 thousand 100 tons were produced, 34 % higher than in the same period last year, at a rate of 850 thousand liters per day. This is more exact data. This is what's being produced, you have to take the container in which it is distributed into account, you can’t bottle it, we use a very light plastic product which we have to purchase and which must be included in the production costs.
 
In the chocolate-milk program (Chocolé) —when we first spoke about this product, we called it chocolatín and, since man is a creature of habit, I continue calling it chocolatín— we produced 2,800 tons during the first quarter and production has been progressing according to the effective demand in order to ensure that there are no shortages of this product and that there are no surpluses above the demand.
 
In the program of pasta production there were some delays in the investment process. Nevertheless, we are aiming to set up the two factory production lines in Santiago by the end of June 30 —we'll see if we can get it finished by July 26, I know they're working hard, but they're months behind schedule, it has to be completed within that period —increasing that factory’s capacity from 6 thousand tons to 21 thousand tons. The new line for the Vita Nova factory has already entered the country, and we plan on setting it up as well by June 30.
 
Where's the minister of the Food Industry? Roca, where are you? He's a wiz with the calculations and he saves us a lot  he knows these pieces of equipment inside out, I respect him a lot for that. You say June 30. Have you included any days for contingency situations? Add two weeks, even three, but get it finished before June 30 if you can. I trust him, because he knows how things are progressing. Hey, and why the delay? Was it the shipments?  It had nothing to do with us or the purchases? Who? The manufacturers of the equipment. You're exonerated.
 
So, things should be up and running by June 30, and this should allow us to expand production by 10, 000 tons, to reach a total of 24,000 at this important factory.
 
If, one the one hand, we have 21,000 tons and 24,000 on the other, we have a production capacity of 45,000 tons, three times what we had before, a quality product, because the quality of that pasta depends on the quality of the wheat and we know what wheat we need, Bonasso can help us buy it in Argentina, durum wheat.
 
In the program for noodle production, we are working with the Ministry of Sugar in 12 of the 13 projected plants. We have to define the terrain here, because the idea is use those facilities that were shut down to produce different things: pasta, noodles, bonbons, food industry products. But we don't have to divide the ministry, only expand it to include the food industry, because the Ministry of Sugar, in addition to sugar, deals with agriculture, that is, the production of food, quality vegetables, for instance, and other products. The Ministry of Sugar had many unused lands, and these lands ought to be parceled out. But industrial food products are quite another thing, we don't want pastas to be administered by the food industry and noodles and bonbons by the Ministry of Sugar. The Ministry of Sugar does not specialize in bonbons and the Food Industry Research Institute, responsible for so many excellent things, cannot be absent from quality control and production of bonbons and other things the Ministry of the Food Industry is concerned with.
 
The production of sugar was not good business any way you looked at it, these sugar prices are subject to market fluctuations, because we no longer have agreements that protected sugar prices, what we face in sugar production is chaos, as in so many other branches of the world economy. We're taking advantage of the favorable situation now and the fact that alcohol being used in fuel is at such a high price now.
 
These bonbons I mentioned require very fine and hence more expensive sugar. So, our country's food industry is going to need more quality sugar. Currently, there are markets for the limited production of sugar at reasonable prices.
 
Our country is experiencing climatic changes. We are experiencing more and more droughts and hurricanes are more violent and frequent. This has had an impact on rice production, because fields have been flooded and dams have burst, and much cane is lost every time a hurricane passes through a cane field, the harvesters have to cut pieces scattered across the ground.
 
We no longer have the slaves or illiterate unemployed people who used to cut the cane by hand, in the time of slavery and at the beginning of the last century, when the large US sugar cane plantations were established and they brought over Caribbean immigrants who lived worse than slaves, no one looked after their health and they were paid peanuts. It's the truth.
 
The Ministry of Sugar is working on 13 plants as part of the noodle production program. Plans are to complete four in April, seven in May and two in June.
 
We are working on finishing three plants for the production of chocolate candies; the four remaining are in various construction stages. These seven are but a few of the factories we're going to build. These high-quality bonbons will not be subsidized. Chocolatín, cocoa with milk, will be subsidized, but the high-quality bonbons will have market prices. 60 different flavors have been developed by the Food Industry Research Institute. One hell of a research facility! And they'll develop more flavors, mark my words.
 
All of this allows us to have a production capacity of pasta that will reach a proposed capacity of 70 thousand tons in 2006, guaranteeing a greatly increased supply.
 
We planned for a first phase of 120 silos that would store 240 thousand tons of grain. We have just set up 58 units and the remaining 62 should reach completion between May and June.
 
For the second phase, 130 silos are planned; 84 are already in various stages of construction. When this stage ends in August and September, storage capacity will have increased to 246 thousand tons. We are already working on the third phase in order to reach a storage capacity in 2007 for another 500 thousand metric tons.
 
In the program for protected vegetable crops on land managed by the Sugar Ministry, 462 out of a planned 2,800 vegetable gardens have been finished. Around 1,647 are being built; 691 are yet to be built. We hope that, as soon as possible, and as soon as the sugarcane harvest ends, work in which I have mentioned, their construction and conclusion speeds up. Vegetable production is very important, especially in these centers where processes are costly and in which high quality products are produced, where many different spices are produced, I’m sure that you’ll be able to season the beans and many other products you will consume much better after this. We have much to learn in these culinary matters, though organoponics have taught us a lot. In the intensive orchards—another category— 369 out of the planned 376 have been finished. The 112 cultivation houses projected to be built were concluded; sowing has begun in 108 of them.
 
The Ministry of Agriculture, by the way, has centers growing these types of crops. The Ministry of Agriculture has planned to construct 666 cultivation houses and by April 28, only 99 had been completed.
 
The investment process in the construction materials industry, which began in 2005, continues. The plan for 2006 approved 41 million dollars of investments and this will increase the production of sand by 9 %, stone by 26 %, blocks by 36 % and flooring materials by 44 %.
 
By April 2006, 27,900 homes were completed. Additionally, we plan on completing 52,764 new homes, during the remainder of the year, to replace those that were totally destroyed during weather disasters, and plans continue to complete new constructions in order to look after the most pressing needs, with at least 30 thousand additional homes.
 
It’s very important for people to learn how to build, for families to learn how to build their own houses, because everyone knows how to use weapons, knows how to build, how to harvest, do you understand? This is very important; because there are not enough workers for the State to build all of the houses the country requires .
 
Up until April, approximately 27 thousand projects for the restoration and conservation of homes have been carried out, this representing a 43% increase over the results of the same period in 2005. In addition, during the remainder of the year, we shall be repairing most of the 90 thousand homes that were partially affected by all the reported weather phenomena.
 
Drought conditions continue affecting our geography. Rainfall in the November 2005 to March 2006 season amounted to only 140 mm; that means a 54% of the historical average for this period.
 
The provinces most affected by the drought are: Holguín, Ciudad de La Habana —though not much is grown here, isn’t that so, Sáez, they have no land, and they'll start using the land they have—, Guantánamo, La Habana, and Santiago de Cuba, affected by the drought.
 
Until 2004, in order to deal with the effects of drought, it was necessary to make investments of 183,500,000 pesos and in 2005, we invested 58,300,000 pesos, for a total of 241,800,0000 pesos.
 
For this year, an investment plan was approved for this purpose, for a total of 144,500,000 pesos, of these 54,300,000 in hard currency. At the present time, we are working on an important group of projects in different territories of the country, among these the pipes factory in Ciudad de La Habana and Holguín and the East-West Water Transfer which is being constructed in the eastern part of the country.
 
We have been continuing work on the transportation recovery program that was initiated last year.
 
We plan investments in the area of railway transportation for the approximate amount of 157,500,000 convertible pesos. Until the present, we have repaired 124 freight cars for 337,100 convertible pesos which, when added to last year's repairs, totals 1,824 cars. 
 
Here it says convertible pesos. I warned about this, that we had to indicate whether purchases were made in dollars, purchases from China are made in dollars. Convertible pesos are worth more than dollars.
 
Until the present, we have repaired 124 freight cars for 337,100 convertible pesos which, when added to last year's repairs, totals one thousand 824 cars. This is in merely a year. Intense efforts in this area began at the beginning of last year. All railway workshops that can repair wagons are working day and night and they're consuming electricity, don't forget. In the contract stage, there are 100 cement silo wagons which could also be used in the transportation of other construction materials.
 
Repairs of 131 flat wagons used in containers transport have been carried out and we plan on acquiring 150 more, thus allowing for improved loading and unloading operations in the newly outfitted loading areas. For fuel transport, 78 tankers have been repaired and we shall be acquiring 200 railroad tank cars which will improve the transport of fuel. The preceding is complemented by the purchase of 100 locomotives from China for 130 million dollars. Many locomotives, of different manufacture, will be repaired in 2006. We’re looking at a number of Russian offers, as many of our locomotives are of Russian manufacture and many could be made functional if fitted with replacement pieces. These are pieces of equipment we’re familiar with. But, okay, I’m not saying we’re going to purchase them, all I’ve said is that they’ve spoken to us about possible offers of locomotives.
 
In automotive freight transport, we also plan for immediate investments of approximately 72 million convertible pesos, which will further improve this type of transport; including the purchase of 23 cement trucks, 127 flatbed trucks with semi-trailers for grain —to store them, you have to unload them, you have to transport them—, 40 semi-trailers for containers and the acquisition of a thousand 20-ton trucks for a total of 65 million dollars, to be used in the domestic economy and to replace inefficient equipment —and to clean up our ports, one of our big headaches, which delays ships and we must pay hard currency for every hour that we keep the ship at the port over the agreed time, and we’re talking about tens of millions of dollars we lose, you could almost pay for these 1,000 trucks in a year and a half.
 
An important feature is the acquisition of some 1,400 devices for the control of the fleet to be installed in the trucks; this will allow for the control of the usage of this equipment and will decrease fuel consumption. 
 
We have already signed contracts for 20,600 new engines for replacing the engines in 3, 5 and 5- ton trucks, as well as thousands of pick-up trucks and other light vehicles for the same purpose of saving a great deal of fuel. That is to say, they have been purchased; a great many things have been purchased, and we're working in this area, because the energy revolution goes hand in hand with the fuel saving revolution.
 
A similar effort is being carried out in all areas of transportation. We have purchased buses of all sorts to replace non-efficient vehicles such as school-buses, city and inter-municipal buses. You know there are people who have an old banger from who knows what year, which they have fitted with a Diesel motor that no one knows how or where they obtained, who charge five or six times, sometimes more, sometimes less, than what these new buses are going to charge, especially the inter-provincial buses which are starting to circulate, for which the State will subsidize 20% of the fare. If we don't do this, we face either ruin or the risk of never having this type of transportation in Cuba again. We aim to eliminate the calamities we face today, to actually eliminate them, using transportation with extreme rationality, organization and efficiency, in all areas. We also have vehicles that transport goods; everything has to be transported, medication, food distribution centers, industrial products, etc, and the population needs to travel. When it's free, everyone travels, that's how it works.
 
We have to do two things: we have to be economically efficient and we have to educate the people. And I count on the people’s support, as the people have no doubt about the fact that everything the Revolution has done, successfully or not, has been for the people, and that everything the Revolution is doing today, with more experience, absolutely everything is for the people and to meet our internationalist duties.
 
These investments, begun during this quarter, have permitted us to transport 173,300 tons of freight more in this period as compared to last year and we estimate an increase of 3,900,000 tons by the end of 2006.
 
Thanks to the program for the repairing and totally remodeling of polyclinics, 19 were totally refurbished in the first quarter; this brings to a close projects involving 146 units of this same type, which will allow for the provision of 20 new services. At the present time, work is going on in 183 and in 15 more it is about to begin. This program —I prepared it when I was gathering, compiling and organizing the data—, due to its enormous importance for public health, must be as intensive as can be, because we’re talking about 446 centers, and we must devote special efforts, due to its enormous importance for public health.
 
Sáez gave me very good news, that, currently, infant mortality in Havana is of 3.5, is that right? Less than 4 per 1000 live births. Never before had this figure been reached in our capital! And it is proof of the importance of these polyclinics, of the works we are constructing, the equipment and growing excellence of our medical personnel .
 
During this first quarter, a new rehabilitation ward was constructed. Thus, this program for the refurbishing of polyclinics is practically concluded, with the grand total of 453 wards of this type being built throughout the country. There will be 52 more constructed in rural hospitals, along with the repairs being carried out in these institutions.
 
In the remodeling and expansion program for 52 first-rate hospitals that began in 2004, work is being done to conclude repairing in 6 hospitals in the capital by July 26 this year. As part of this program 963 projects have been undertaken, 254 of which are already completed. A total of 118 pieces of medical equipment, of which 59 have been fully installed, must be installed. Only 6 of 52 first-rate hospitals have been completed. They are very challenging works, there’s been much disorganization in terms of construction and we’ve been inefficient. I feel embarrassed about how long it's taken to construct many works. This sector must make a very serious effort to organize itself, to overcome weaknesses in many areas. We are dealing, no doubt, with some delayed activity; organizations, construction crews and other sectors working on this task should be required to make a more serious effort.
 
Not all problems are easy to solve. One of them has to do with the workforce, it does not suffice. Productivity is low, construction workers and their bosses delude themselves many times. Still, we are hopeful. Construction materials and equipment are being developed; nothing has been neglected in the area of construction.
 
We have sometimes approached our friends in the construction sector and said to them: "If you don’t start making progress, we’ll have to hire foreign construction companies for some works". That’s almost inconceivable; but, again, there were many inconceivable things before.
 
I think we haven't been especially happy in the area of construction in the course of our Revolution and that's been the area where we've faced the most problems. I know something about this, because, for many years, I paid close attention to the construction of dams, roads, schools, farm facilities, sugarcane irrigation and drainage structures, flat rice terraces —I could go on and on—whole years devoted to these special efforts. Ramiro Valdés remembers this, when we had to divide the Ministry into various departments.
 
Construction has been a chaotic sector throughout our history and we have to solve this problem, because we have no other choice.
 
For the second quarter, we will have 12 highly modern oil drilling machines, some through joint ventures with China. Chinese and Cuban oil workers are working together, helping each other. Wherever I look, I see companies from China and other countries engaged in construction.
 
When our construction crews cannot take on a certain job because of the number of projects on their plate and after they have exhausted all resources in this sense, then we may have to hire foreign companies. Needless to say, all of our efforts have been devoted to top quality works and to satisfy the urgent needs of our people, who have heroically defeated this loathsome blockade which has lasted nearly half a century .
 
Now they’re thinking about what they’re going to do in May —I’m curious to know myself—their more than well-known period of transition, with their warships, aircraft carriers, submarines, bands of killers, arsenals, and assassination plots. Let’s see what they say now, because all of you know we're in a transition period, didn't you know this? It's true, but it is the complete opposite of the bushavian or bushist or bushonite transition . I don’t mean to offend anyone, but one comes across such strange, strange things, one can’t help but laugh and poke fun at them.
 
In La Habana Province, work on 15 rural senior high schools has concluded, another 6 are about to be concluded and conditions are being created for repairs on the remaining 19.
 
The repair of 20 schools in the countryside has been completed and these are already being utilized to train Latin American doctors: Operations Hope and Miracle.
 
At the present time, the nation’s primary and secondary schools are equipped with more than 109 thousand television sets, 43 thousand VCRs and 36 thousand computers. Growth in this area is expected, and the television sets in primary schools will be gradually replaced with 29-inch sets this year (the ones currently in use are 21-inch sets).
 
Today, 126 children recreation centers, 72 boyscout centers and 16 children camps have become fully operational.
 
As for junior high school education, the school lunch or snack program is now in general use, reaching 434 thousand students.
 
More than 110 thousand young people are studying in comprehensive training courses, of these some 18,600 will be completing their high-school graduation and another 16,400 will be graduating from 12th Grade. At the present time, more than 90 thousand graduates from these courses are enrolled in university studies.
 
University enrolment has increased to a total of more than 510,000 students this year, taught by 122,000 professors. The Municipal University Campuses (SUM by the Spanish acronym) total 3,150 throughout the country, including those associated with the Ministry of Higher Education, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Public Health, the National Institution of Sports, Physical Education and Recreation and others.
 
The construction of the University of Information Sciences continues. Capital repairs are being carried out in the Jose Antonio Echeverría Higher Pedagogical Institute, the Agricultural University of Havana, the Higher Institute of Industrial Design, the Alamar VI student residence, the Students’ House and the Law School of the University of Havana, as well as the student residence of Oriente University. The Municipal University Campus of Caimanera is 98 % completed, requiring only to be furnished and equipped.
 
In support of the new plans of the Revolution, more than 28 thousand social workers are participating in various jobs having great social value and recognition: in the care of senior citizens, the physically impaired, the sugar industry workers under the Álvaro Reinoso Project, in Operation Miracle and together with university students in the energy battle delivering electrical appliances, among other important tasks.
 
Three hundred new Youth Computer Clubs have been opened, which add up to the existing 300. One hundred ten thousand and five hundred people are benefiting from the courses taught at these centers, which speaks highly about their solid work so far.
 
There are 352 video clubs for young people that have a capacity for more than 21 thousand people and offer a cultural option which is widely appreciated for its broad program. In addition to this, 26 computer science polytechnic schools are undergoing major repair work around the country; nearly 40,000 technicians are being trained in this specialty. Together with the 8,000 students enrolled at the University of Information Sciences and the faculties of other universities around the country, they are part of the more than 50,000 specialists the country is training in this promising field.
 
Television broadcasts on the educational channels reach every province, bringing benefits to 87.9 % of the population.
 
Eighty nine municipal radio stations, 8 television centers and one 1 918 television viewing rooms in remote populated areas are currently working. Channel Habana, covering the two Havana provinces, was inaugurated on January 28. The investment process must be completed to make these fully operational.
 
The Cubanacán Art Schools, the National Ballet School, the National Circus School and the schools for Visual Arts throughout the country are still undergoing restoration.
 
The Art Instructors Schools are training as many as 15 thousand 700 young people. At the present time, the graduated instructors look after more than 700 thousand children and adolescents during school hours and 130 thousand in artistic creation workshops.
 
The Book Fair was held from February 2 to March 7 this year, and traveled through other 35 cities. Twenty-five countries participated, more than 3 million 300 thousand book copies were sold and, including the books brought by Venezuela as the invited country, more than 4 million books reached the hands of readers. Next year, let me tell you, there’ll be many more, we’re already purchasing the paper, because there is great interest in books. We have two highly modern printing presses which are almost capable of printing all of the books needed.
 
In March, the First Baseball World Classic was held; this was a competition where, as everyone knows, we ended up in second place, with very notable results both politically as well as in sports .
 
Hats off to the fabulous —I say fabulous because of their conduct, their performance, their honesty—members of this team, that wrote a glorious page for Cuban and world sports! . Now, we have the Cuban National Olympics. There are many athletes competing, and this event will continue to grow in importance.
 
We have advanced in the investment process of the 17 EIDE (Schools for Initiation in Sports), a program that allows for the capital repairs of the 15 existing centers and the construction of 2 new ones in the provinces of Guantánamo and Granma —I mentioned this recently. The repair of the José Martí EIDE in the capital was thus concluded, and the 14 remaining ones were operational after the main construction projects were completed, after which they are now able to accommodate some 12 thousand students.
 
Works continue at the National Gymnastics School and on through the second construction phase of the National Centre for Volleyball Training.
 
The International School for Physical Education and Sports was operational in the first semester with an enrolment originating from 79 countries .
 
Full employment prevails, and unemployment is kept at less than 2 %.
 
I'd like to know if many countries in the world can say the same thing right now .
 
Consistent with an economic policy that would ensure the satisfaction of social interests and the basic priorities of the nation, a group of measures in the monetary-financial realm have been taken aimed at strengthening the national currency.
 
Some of the practical effects of these measures have been: a 42 % increase in Cuban peso savings (after comparing close of March 2006 to close of February 2005) which shows greater confidence in the national currency; an increased ratio of convertible Cuban pesos deposits in the foreign currency savings total, which went from 20 % to 65.3 % at the end of 2005 –well, it was in 2005 that we prohibited the circulation of the dollar, not deposits, any citizen knows that he/she can deposit foreign currency at the bank and withdraw it, that money is sacred, untouchable; before, most deposits were made in foreign currencies. Today, 65.3 % are in convertible pesos. These are highly important economic data, let the Chicago Boys say so, yes, they’re always talking about that, to muddle things up so that no one can understand them and manipulate the world economy and exploit less developed peoples— and a significant increase of foreign currency taken in by the Central Bank.
 
Likewise, the dollar’s share in the total cash currency inflow has substantially decreased. They thought they had annihilated us with their measures and the cruel prohibitions they imposed on US citizens and Cuban-born US residents, allowing them to see their relatives only every three years. They thought they were going to ruin us, but they are the ones who are economically ruined right now.
 
Though they say they’ve grown and that the stock exchange is doing fine, etc., they have overdrawn more than 800 billion dollars from their current account. And how's Cuba doing? I've been telling you here, for you to get the scoop, for them to hear it and put their brainy specialists to work on Cuba's case and ask themselves how Cuba has been able to hold its ground for as long as it has and to defeat the criminal blockade, a foul product of the intelligence one would suppose an underdeveloped nation to have. Nearly 50 years, the longest blockade in history. Thank you, Yankee Empire! You made us grow; you made us reach new heights along the years! You crowned the blood spilt by all of the Cubans who have fought and died here and elsewhere, with the shameful defeat of your cynical blockade, your cynical attempts to destroy us!
 
Today, you don’t have doctors to send to New Orleans and we are training tens of thousands of them and we will be training 100,000 in 10 years who will be even better trained than today's doctors. I am not denying that there are many eminent doctors in the United States, but our doctors' basic training is far superior, for they are capable of traveling to any corner of the world, as are medical students from other Latin American countries , because we not only teach medicine, we teach solidarity, we teach humanism in our universities .
 
With this state of affairs, how can they send doctors to Africa? They can donate 20 billion dollars to combat AIDS, because they have all the financial capital they want, they mint it; what they don’t have is human capital, they can't find it. We, on the other hand, can, when they tried to take away all of our doctors we had only 6,000, half of them unemployed, and they took them, they left us with 3,000 and 30 % of the professors. Today, we have 122,000 university professors, today, our universities are everywhere, and knowledge and talent are everywhere in Cuba, people have knowledge and are capable of transmitting it to others.
 
There are 8 times as many university professors in Cuba today than the total number of university students at the time the Revolution triumphed. Look at how our human capital has multiplied itself, the multiplication of fish and bread transformed into the multiplication of knowledge .
 
In the past, the dollar accounted for more than 90 %, while now it remains at around 30 %, thus substantially diminishing the risk emanating from the threats launched by the United States government.
 
Since 2005, a rational centralization has governed all decisions regarding the use of foreign currencies. Authorization for these transactions must be procured before the taking on of any contractual obligations, and this has signified greater contractual efficacy and greater security in the fulfillment of payment commitments. Moreover, this has contributed to the struggle against crime and corruption.
 
It has also allowed for a more rigorous fulfillment of obligations relating to the new external financial commitments and the renegotiated debts, thus permitting access to new financing under more advantageous conditions.
 
The agreement between the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Republic of Cuba, signed under the principles of ALBA, has been a significant step forward down the path of unity and true integration among Latin American and Caribbean peoples. The creation of PETROCARIBE and the signing of recent agreements to refine Venezuelan oil in Cuba also constitute extraordinary steps forward and true examples of brotherhood and solidarity among peoples.
 
In 2005, the commercial exchange between Venezuela and Cuba surpassed the figure of 2.4 billion dollars, and only during the first quarter of 2006 it was above 1.2 billion.
 
Now I’ll get right down to what you’ve all been waiting for, as the sun’s getting hotter and my time ran out long ago .
 
 
Our people are well aware that we are undertaking a great energy revolution.
 
We have made a huge effort to acquire all the technological and non-technological equipment that is needed.
 
Less than three and a half months ago, on 17 January, in a ceremony taking place in Pinar del Río, the first province having a self-sufficient installed power generation potential, the public opinion was informed that at that time a new capacity of 253,500 kilowatts/hour had been installed in the country.
 
After that ceremony was held in the capital of that province, an appeal was launched so that, under the guidance of the Party, the peoples’ power organizations, and all State bodies, companies, work centers, electrical workers, construction workers, teamsters and the whole people mobilize, without losing a single moment, to redouble their efforts in civil construction and the installation of equipment and distribution networks, in order to finally and immediately put in place the generators which would work in synchronization with the National Power Generation System.
 
Until today, May Day, hundreds of generators with the capacity to generate 903,000 kilowatts (that is, 3.6 times as much the capacity installed on January 17 in Pinar del Río) have been installed throughout the country .
 
Another program which has been running smoothly has been the installation of emergency generators at essential economic and service entities in the nation in order to ensure power supply during any emergency situation, be it some weather phenomenon or other natural or provoked catastrophe affecting Cuba.
 
Up until today, 3,444 emergency generators have arrived in Cuba for this purpose as part of this plan; 2,755 of them have already been installed, and their output amounts to 296, 228 KW. These results have been made possible because of the efforts of the brigades of installers and local support and so we have been able to accomplish these ambitious plans in a very short time. With the emergency generators installed to date, we can guarantee protection for the following, among others: 203 hospitals, 311 polyclinics, 95 dental clinics, 161 blood banks, senior citizens homes, homes for the mentally and physically disable, and main pharmacies, 592 bakeries, 180 centers for the production, conservation and manufacture of foodstuffs, 200 water pumps, recyclers and treatment plants, 57 schools working for Operation Miracle and the new program for the training of Latin American doctors, 77 important educational centers, 104 centers for newspaper, radio and TV communications, 54 weather stations, 33 chemical, pharmaceutical and biotechnological industries, 158 hotels and other tourist installations
 
In the mountains of Pakistan, as part of the Cuban medical cooperative mission during the aftermath of the catastrophic earthquakes, 54 emergency generators were installed. Moreover, 20 generators were sent to the other side of the globe, to hospitals in our sister-nation of Bolivia.
 
Thousands of units are still being installed in the country for this purpose. They are new, standardized and consume very little energy. Of those which have been installed, 750 produce 210 KW or more, so that at this point they are able to reinforce the supplying of electricity to the country during peak hours, with which the main grid gets rid of the power consumption of the aforementioned centers.
 
To ensure the functioning of the synchronized generators and other equipment, a huge special effort has been made in the production of fuel tanks: 2,903 have been produced in 10 factories of our steel and mechanical industry —also working around the clock—, having capacities ranging from 1.5 cubic m. to 100 cubic m. In addition, the efforts made to ensure transportation, both for the units themselves and for the fuel tanks could be described as a prowess.
 
On January 17, 2006, at the Pinar del Río ceremony, we stated: “On the First of May we shall have reached the capacity to generate 1 million KW, equivalent to 3.3 thermo-power stations like the ‘Antonio Guiteras’”. This is what I said. This figure has been surpassed. . Today, on May Day, we have an installed capacity of more than 1,100,000 KW with the synchronized generators and the emergency generators with a capacity above 120 KW. That amounts to one hundred thousand kilowatts, more than 3.3 times as much the real capacity of the “Antonio Guiteras” thermo power station installed in less than eight months. This plant took six or seven years to be constructed, it shuts down all the time, right now it is not functioning, it's there as a reserve. A number of plants are on stand-by, saving on fuel. The truth is that the largest of them is currently not working, the one that cost God knows how many hundreds of millions, which we had to finance from the time we ordered it, the one that’s caused our country so many headaches. There are a number of such large plants either on stand-by or working at half their capacity which, of course, we still need, because this is a program which is still in development, though we need them for only a little while longer. We'll see what happens in the course of a year. We'll see, I can't tell you about everything today, we have to save some for later.
 
At that meeting in January we referred to the importance of using accompanying gas, a source of pollution, which can be used after a simple purification process, as a fuel for power generation at the lowest possible cost for our country. Once we make this investment, we will be able to produce one kilowatt for less than two cents. 
 
As part of the process of making the most use from accompanying gas, we have completed the substitution in Havana of LPG cylinders which used to be distributed using methane—this accompanying gas began to be used not long ago; before, we used naphtha, some naphtha, some gas, which would blacken containers, this is no longer the case— after the starting up of the Marianao Plant last February. This measure has allowed us to save, until today, 8, 650 tons of naphtha and 158 tons of liquefied gas.
 
Quick progress is being made in the studies, research and tests that will allow us to resort to wind energy as soon as possible. We have already purchased the first 100 pieces of equipment —they're due to arrive— and, most especially, towers to measure wind speeds in all of the country's key regions. There are good prospects for many of these regions. We'll see when we have the information, how quickly we can build these. This system adjusts itself well to wind energy, because winds are whimsical and unpredictable, for a system with large plants like we had it was impossible to synchronize electricity produced through wind power. Eight hours would suffice and the process would be very economically efficient. We have places in which 12, 15 and 20 hours are guaranteed, and places in which measurements are being made and the speed has not dropped to a level below that required to produce electricity.
 
Reference was always made to the need of refurbishing the network in order to reduce significant losses in distribution and the low voltage that affects electrical appliances. These topics were discussed at length in several consecutive round tables during the past month of January.
 
What have we accomplished in the last months?
 
We have accomplished 85,538 actions to improve this service as part of the ambitious plan of ending 2006 with a 60 % rate of fulfillment of the full program.
 
Until April 30, the following actions have been accomplished:
 
· Replacement of 12,719 electricity posts that were in poor shape.
· Increased capacity in 3,000 transformers.
· Replacement 49,384 units for home electrical input.
· Installation of 956,781 breakers, eliminating the ones that were ancient and obsolete, a massive enterprise occurring for the first time in the nation and reaching all households
· Manufacturing of 3,100 new transformers this year, and the creation of the necessary conditions to produce 15,000 by the end of this year.
· These results, plus imports, have allowed us to install 5,357 new transformers in our distribution network.
 
A much more comprehensive and complete study has been made on the potential for savings in the residential sector, which included visits to every household, and based on this experience, this study on the savings potential was also carried out in the State sector.
 
This task was made possible thanks to the decisive support of our social workers together with the University Brigades of Social Work (BUTS), which joined enthusiastically this crucial endeavor. Our people recognize this work; the mass organizations have welcomed them in the neighborhoods and communities, for they are the key actors of this historic struggle.
 
As our country knows full well, we have also taken important measures to eliminate stealing and squandering of fuel at the service centers and gasoline stations where it is sold.
 
From October 10, 2005 a total of 10,500 social workers began working at the gasoline stations, refineries, distribution centers and tank trucks. During this period, cash income from the sale of fuel in the gas stations has risen 2.53 times on a daily average. We are entering a new era of reorganizing the system and this signals an important victory that encourages us all in this battle we have decided to wage against squandering and vice, lifting up the revolutionary morale wherever routine and egoism have been eroding it.
 
We can say that what we have done so far is just the beginning. We have gone through a period of learning. Some details must be corrected, and so shall it be done, but we shall be advancing in a most decided manner in the matter of saving energy, motivated by our people’s growing awareness on this vital subject and for the benefits that will surely be ours as a result of all this work.
 
If the efforts being made by Cuba today were imitated by all the other countries in the world, the following would happen:
 
1st  The existing and potential hydrocarbon reserves would last twice as much.
 
2nd  The pollution unleashed to the environment by these hydrocarbons would be halved.
 
3rd The world economy would have a break, since the enormous volume of transportation means and electrical appliances should be recycled.
 
4th  A fifteen-year moratorium on the construction of new nuclear power plants could be declared.
 
 
Nothing will ever stop us!
 
Homeland or death, we shall overcome!
 




Comrade guests, comrade macheteros of the millionaire brigades


 


  


, workers: If we have not lost count, this is the


 


seventh May Day since the victory of the revolution 


  


, and I do


 


not believe that anyone who has witnessed this parade can doubt that it has


 


undoubtedly been the greatest in terms of colorfulness, enthusiasm, and the


 


number of workers participating. 


  


 


 


Why does happiness among the masses grow on this date? What is the


 


difference between our first May Days and the old May Days? Those who


 


canno


t or do not want to understand revolutions and their power should have


 


the opportunity to witness one of these May Days. Among the masses of our


 


country the concept of work and the worker has changed profoundly. To the


 


degree that the revolutionary awarene


ss of all our people has developed,


 


the idea of work and the honor of being a worker is something that is felt


 


and understood by ever


-


increasing sectors of our population. Work in our


 


country is no longer a means of enrichment for a privileged minority, no


r


 


will it ever be again. Work is no longer nor will it ever be again the


 


object of exploitation. The sweat of the men and women of our country will


 


never serve privilege again; it will never serve the exploiters.


 


 


Moreover, it is not true that because of t


his, because of the revolution,


 


we will have fewer millionaires in our country. Now we have more


 


millionaires. 


  


 


However, the millionaires are not millionaires


 


under that old concept of millionaires who amassed hundreds and hundreds of


 


pesos and who acqui


red a fortune of millions of pesos and tens of millions


 


of pesos through the blood and sweat of the people. There is no other way,


 


nor could there ever be any other way in any era of history, to become a


 


millionaire unless it is through the exploitation of


 


work, because nobody


 


with his own work alone creates enough wealth to accumulate millions of


 


pesos.


 


 


The millionaires of today are not those who exploit their neighbor's sweat,


 


but rather those who with their sweat are very capable, as are the


 


macheteros 


who have cut a million arrobas of sugarcane and are so honored


 


here at this event. 


  


 


Here we have more than 3,000 macheteros who,


 


by belonging to brigades that have surpassed the figure of 1 million


 


arrobas, deserve the title of millionaire macheteros. Th


ey are not


 


millionaires who possess another's fortune. They are millionaires by virtue


 


of their work. They are millionaires because they give to the nation riches


 


that can be measured in millions of pesos. Not one of them, not one worker,


 


will ever be thou


ght of in the old concept of a millionaire


--


and he does


 


not need to be. Yet they will make the nation a millionaire; they will make


 


the fatherland a millionaire. 


  


 


 


The very few millionaires who existed before did not cut sugarcane. They


 


did not sweat one


 


drop. Those who were millionaires were precisely those


 


who never worked, but made others work for them. There were a few


 


millionaires even though the nation was poor. The people were poor. To


 


justify their right to exploit the nation, they alleged that so


ciety could


 


not progress without their intelligence, leadership, or administrative


 


ability. They alleged that they contributed their intelligence to society


 


and furnished it with their intelligence, and business experience. And they


 


alleged that man was no


t a species of animal moved by self


-


interest; that


 


only a morbid interest could motivate men to make an effort in the battle


 


of beasts, of men against men, and that society could advance only with


 


such baseness and egoism. They considered that people were 


incapable of any


 


virtue. They thought that man was incapable of any unselfish and generous


 


sentiments. They thought that humans were beasts, and beasts in the double


 


sense of the word who were capable of devouring each other and incapable of


 


doing without 


that privileged minority of exploiters.


 


 


Fine. Our people have dispensed with that minority, and our nation has not


 


been sunk because of that, nor with everything that the Yankee imperialists


 


have added to that to sink it. 


  


 


The nation has not gone backwa


rd.


 


And it is true that that minority accumulated not the intelligence but the


 


experience. It accumulated everything possible that was bad. It learned the


 


art of deception, exploitation, and stealing. It had the opportunity to


 


direct business establishment


s, factories, sugar centrals, large estates,
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