Blackshirts of Milan!
Fellow-workers! 
With this huge gathering of people I close the cycle
of my three Milanese days. The farmers have given the first
example. Their numerous gifts will relieve the hardships of
many families all over Italy. I point to the Nation this
wonderful example of civism and national solidarity offered
by the farmers of the province of Milan.
Today the heart of the ever young and brave Milan,
which is indissolubly bound to my heart, slows up somewhat
its strong beating.
You are here at this very moment to witness an event
that the political history of the morrow will call "the speech
to the workers of Milan." Millions and millions of Italians
are with you at this moment. And also over the seas and the
Alps other people are listening.
I am asking you a few minutes of attention: few minutes that may be the cause of longer meditations.
The reception of Milan has not surprised me; it has
deeply moved me. Be not astonished at this assertion. The
day in which the heart would not be able to vibrate any
more, that day would mean the end.
Five years ago, in these very days, the columns of a
temple that seemed to defy the centuries collapsed with
great resound. Innumerable fortunes were destroyed, many
could not survive the disaster.
What was under these debris? Not only the ruins of
a few or many individuals, but the end of a period of contemporary history, the end of a system which can be called
the one of liberal-capitalistic economy.
Those who prefer to look at the past have spoken of a
crisis.
This is not an ordinary crisis in the traditional sense
of the word, but is a transition from one historic phase to
another. The economy, which concerned itself only with
private gain, is being replaced by an economy which has as its
principal object the safeguard of the interests of collectivity.
Before this irrevocable decline there are two solutions
for the necessary discipline of production.
The first would be the one of having the State take
care of all National economy. We do not accept this solution, also because we do not intend to multiply by tenfold
the already exceeding number of State employees.
The other solution of the problem has been dictated by
the logic of events and by the development of history. It is
the corporative system; and this is the solution of self-discipline
in production left to the producers.
When I say producers I do not mean only the industrialists
and the employers; I mean the workers too.
Fascism proclaims the profound hierarchial equality of
all individuals in labor and in concept of the Nation. The
only differences are represented by the scale of their responsibilities.
Speaking to the crowd of the populous and courageous
Bari I said that the object of Fascism was, in the economic
field, the realization of a higher social justice for the Italian
people.
Those declarations, that solemn promise will be maintained.
What does a higher social justice mean? It means that…
prove themselves incessantly,
Furthermore, the workers must enter ever more intimately
into the productive process, participating in its necessary
discipline.
Since 1929 the masses of Italian workers have come
nearer to the Fascist revolution.
What other attitude could they take? That of hostility
or that of reservation? But how can one be hostile to a
movement that unites the best part of the Italian people and
that praises its inexhausted passion of grandeur?
Or could it be the attitude of indifference? But the
indifferent never made and never will make history.
Only a third attitude was left; the one which the working
masses have accepted and realized; the one of a perfect,
clear and sincere devotion to the spirit and to the organs of
Fascist revolution.
If the last century was a century of the power of capitalism,
the present century is the century of the power and
glory of labor.
Science, which has multiplied the possibilities of riches
and well-being, must also solve the problem of the distribution
of riches to make impossible the paradoxical and cruel
phenomenon of indigence in the midst of plenty.
For this creation, which has brought Italy to the forefront
of all countries of the world it is necessary from the
it will take the shape of work for all, with just remuneration,
decent houses, and the possibility for all men to international
point of view that we be left in peace.
These two things are bound together: that is why I
shall now make a short review of international matters,
speaking of the countries which are at our borders, and with
whom we must keep an attitude that cannot be one of
indifference, but either one of hostility or one of friendship.
Let's begin from the East. It is evident that there is
no great possibility of improving our relations with Yugoslavia
as long as journalistic polemics continue, which wound
us to the innermost core of our beings.
The first and absolute condition for a policy of friend·
ship, not frozen by diplomatic protocols but descending into
the hearts of the multitudes, is that nobody shall place in
doubt the bravery of the Italian army which left parts of
its flesh in the trenches of Carso, of Macedonia and of
Bligny and gave 600,000 lives for the common victory which
began to be a common victory only in June 1918, and on
the Piave.
Nevertheless, we do feel ourselves to be-and are-strong
to be able once again to offer the possibility of an
understanding for which the precise conditions of fact exist.
We defended and will defend Austrian independence
which is consecrated by the blood of the Chancellor, who
was small in stature but great of soul and of heart. Those
who think Italy has imperialistic aims and wishes to establish
a protectorate over Austria either are not conversant with
the realities of the situation or lie, knowing they lie.
This gives me the occasion to affirm that it is impossible
to conceive the development of European history without
Germany, but it is necessary that certain German currents
[bookmark: _GoBack]and certain German circles quit giving the impression that
it is Germany itself who wishes to estrange itself from the
course of history.
Our relations with Switzerland are extremely good, and
they will remain such not only for the first ten years, but
for a much longer period of time. We only desire that the
Italianity of the Canton Ticino will be preserved and
strengthened, not only in our interest, but mostly for the
interest and for the future of the Swiss Republic.
There is no doubt that our relations with France have
very greatly improved in the last year.
Allow me to start a short parenthesis. Your reactions
to this speech of mine are so intelligent they prove to me
that while it is true that diplomatic action must be secret,
it is possible to speak freely of foreign policies to a great
people.
The Italo-French atmosphere has improved. If we succeed
in reaching a definite agreement, for which I hope very
sincerely, we shall have done a thing very useful and very
fruitful of good results not only for the two countries directly
concerned but also for all Europe.
In any case we shall see between the end of this month
and the beginning of the next month.
Improved relations between the various countries of
Europe are all the more necessary because the disarmament
conference has entirely failed. No doubt exists that
Citizen Henderson, who, like all Englishmen, is determined,
will not succeed in any way in resuscitating the Lazarus of
disarmament, which lies profoundly buried under the overwhelming mass of battleships and guns.
You are not surprised therefore that we have dedicated
ourselves resolutely to the integral military preparation of
the Italian people.
This is merely another aspect of the corporative system.
In order that the morale of the troops of labor may be
high this is why we have proclaimed the necessity for a
higher social justice. Peoples who do not find within their
nations conditions of life attuned to the present century are
peoples who in the hour of need may not give as much as
is expected of them.
The future cannot be laid down like an itinerary or
a timetable, but I again affirm, because I am profoundly
convinced that Fascism will be the type of this century's
European and world civilization.
For the future, be it certain or uncertain, one thing
remains as a solid foundation that cannot be shaken or corroded, 
and that is our faith and our indomitable will.
If we are to have peace, true and truthful peace which
cannot be divorced from justice, then we will be the first
to adorn our guns with olive branches.
But if this is not to be, then we, who are men tempered
by fascism to the hardness of steel, will wreathe our bayonets
with the laurel of victory.









OFFICERS, non-commissioned officers, soldiers, Black
 Shirts, and people of Hirpinia:
Listen to me while I speak to you and to the
Italian people.
The grand manoeuvres of the fourteenth year of fascism
have ended. They have developed, from the first to the last
day, in an atmosphere vibrant with enthusiasm.
The generous hospitality of the Hirpinian people has
enveloped the participating units in its atmosphere.
Your fervent patriotism and your dedication to the
regime make you worthy, O comrades of Hirpinia, of having
had take place in your magnificent territory the grand manoeuvres
of the first year of the Fascist empire.
Tomorrow on the plains of Volturara, before His
Majesty Victor Emmanuel, King of Italy and Emperor of
Ethiopia, will pass more than 60,000 men, 200 tanks, 400
pieces of heavy artillery, 400 mortars, 3,000 machine guns,
and 2,800 armored cars.
This aggregation of men and means is imposing, but it
represents at most a modest and almost insignificant total in
comparison to the total of men and means on which Italy
can surely count.
I invite Italians to take absolutely to heart this declaration
of mine.
Not despite the African war, but as a consequence of the
African war all the armed forces of Italy today are more
efficient than ever.
We always, in the course of a few hours and after a
simple order, can mobilize 8,000,000 men.
It is a formidable bloc that fourteen years of Fascist
regime have prepared at white heat with great sacrifice.
The Italian people should know that their internal peace
and that abroad will be protected and, with it, the peace of
the world.
With the most crushing of victories in one of the most
just wars, Italy, with war in Africa, has acquired an immense,
rich, imperial territory where for many decades she will be
able to carry out the achievements of her labors and of her
creative ability.
For this reason, but only for this reason, will we reject
the absurdity of eternal peace, which is foreign to our creed
and to our temperament.
We desire to live a long time at peace with all; we are
determined to offer our lasting, concrete contribution to the
project of collaboration among peoples. But after the catastrophic
failure of the disarmament conference, in the face of
an armaments race already under way and irresistible from
this time on, and in the face of certain political situations
which now are in the course of uncertain development, the
order of the day for Italians, for Fascist Italians, can be
only this:
We must be strong. We must be always stronger. We
must be so strong that we can face any eventualities and look
directly in the eye whatever may befall.
To this supreme principle must be subordinated and will
be subordinated all the life of the nation.
The conquest of the empire was not obtained by compromises
on that table of diplomacy. It was obtained by one,
glorious, and victorious battle, fought with the spirit which
has overcome enormous material difficulties and an almost
world-wide coalition of nations.
It is the spirit of the Black Shirt revolution, the spirit
of this Italy, the spirit of this populous Italy, warlike and
vigilant on sea, on land, and in the heavens.
It is the spirit I have seen shining in the eyes of the
soldiers who have manoeuvred in these past days, the spirit
we shall see shine when King and country call them.
Since the manoeuvres last year, twelve months have
passed: twelve months only, but how many events, how much
history, has passed in these twelve months! They have been
rich in events the influence of which is felt today but will be
felt still more in the course of time.
Before concluding this meeting I ask you:
Were old accounts settled? And have we marched straight ahead up to now? 
I tell you, I promise you, we will do likewise tomorrow
and always.




BLACKSHIRTS of Milan: By means of the speech
which I am about to make to you and for which I
ask, and you will give me, a few dozen minutes of
your attention, I intend to lay down the position of Fascist
Italy with regard to its relations with other peoples in this so
turgid and disquieting moment.
The high level of your political education allows me to
lay before you those problems which elsewhere are debated in
so-called Parliaments, even at so-called democratic banquets.
I shall be extremely brief, but I add that everyone of
my words has been weighed.
If one wishes to clarify the European atmosphere it is
first necessary to clear the table of all illusions, of all conventional
falsehoods, and the lies that still constitute relics of
the great shipwreck of Wilsonian ideology.
One of these illusions is already flat, the illusion of disarmament.
No one wishes to disarm first, and for all to disarm
together is impossible and absurd.
In any event, when a conference for disarmament meets,
the Geneva rule functions in full. This rule consists of blowing
up ant-hills until they become mountains.
On these mountains is concentrated for some days all the
glare of Kleig lights and world publicity. Then, at a certain
moment, out from these mountains comes a tiny mouse, which
ends running around a labyrinth of procedure which for fertile
invention has no precedent in history.
For us, Fascisti, in the habit of examining with cool eye
the reality of life in history, another illusion we reject is that
which passed by the name of collective security. Collective
security never existed, does not exist, and will never exist.
A virile people provides within its own borders its collective
security and refuses to confide its destiny to uncertain hands
of third persons.
Another illusion it is necessary to reject is indivisible
peace. Indivisible peace could have only this meaning, indivisible
war. Thus, peoples refuse, and justly so, to fight for
interests that do not concern them.
The League of Nations is based on the absurdity of the
principle of absolute juridical parity among all States; whereas
the States are different from one another, at least from
the viewpoint of their historic responsibility.
For the League of Nations the dilemma is expressed in
very clear terms, either to reform itself or to perish. Since
it is extremely difficult for the League to reform itself, as far
as we are concerned it can perish in peace.
At any event, we have not forgotten and we will not
forget that the League of Nations has organized by methods
of diabolical diligence an iniquitous siege against the people
of Italy and tried to starve her men, women, and children,
tried to shatter our military force and the work of civilization
being carried on 2,500 to 5,000 miles distant in another
land.
It did not succeed, not because it did not want to, but
because it found itself faced by the compact unity of the
Italian people, capable of all sacrifices and also of fighting the
fifty-two coalition States.
Now, in order to make a policy of peace it is not necessary
to pass through the corridors of the League of Nations.
Here I make what in navigation is called the ship's
position.
After seventeen years of polemics, recrimination, and
misunderstanding of problems left in suspense, accords with
France were reached in January, 1935. These accords could
and should have opened a new epoch of truly friendly relations
between the two countries. But sanctions came along.
Naturally, friendship experienced its first freezing.
We were then on the eve of winter. Winter passed;
spring came and with spring our triumph and victory.
Sanctions continued to be applied with truly meticulous
vigor. For almost two months after we were in Addis Ababa
sanctions still continued.
It is a classical case of the letter which kills the spirit;
of formalism which strangles the living, concrete reality of
life!
France today still holds her finger pointed at the yellowing
ledgers of Geneva, saying:
"The empire of the dead ex-Lion of Judah [Haile
Selassie] is still alive."
But aside from the schoolmasters of Geneva, what in
reality does our victory mean? That the empire of the exNegus
is more than dead.
And it is quite evident that as long as the French Government
maintains toward us an attitude of waiting and reserve
we cannot but do otherwise.
One of the countries bordering Italy, with whom our
relations were and are and always will be extremely friendly,
is Switzerland. It is a little country but of very great importance
both for its ethnical composition and for its geographical
position, which it occupies at the crossroads of
Europe.
By the accords of July 11 a new epoch was opened in
the history of modern Austria. The accords of July 11-
let all hurried and badly informed commentators take note - were
known and approved by me as of June 5, and it is my
conviction that such accords strengthened the governmental
make-up of this State, giving greater guarantee for its independence.
Until justice shall be rendered to Hungary there cannot
be a definite systematization of interests in the Danubian
Basin.
Hungary is a truly great but disabled veteran. Four
million Magyars live, beyond her present borders. By desiring
to follow the dictate of too abstract justice, one fell into an
injustice that is perhaps greater.
The sentiments of the Italian people toward the Magyar
people are marked by thorough recognition-which, moreover, 
is reciprocal-of their military qualities, their courage,
and their spirit of sacrifice.
There will perhaps come soon a solemn occasion in
which the sentiments of the Italian people will find public,
clamorous manifestation.
The fourth country hordering Italy is Yugoslavia. Recently
the atmosphere between the two countries was greatly
improved.
Do you remember that two years ago in this same square
I made a clear reference to the possibility of establishing relations
of cordial friendship between the two countries?
Speaking again on this same subject today, I declare that
necessary conditions, moral, political, and economic, exist
today for putting relations between these two countries on a
new basis of true and concrete friendship.
In addition to these four countries bordering Italy, a
great country recently aroused vast sympathy from the masses
of the Italian people. I speak of Germany. The meetings
at Berlin had as a result an understanding between the two
countries on definite problems, some of which are particularly
troublesome these days.
But these understandings which have been consecrated
verbally and not duly signed-this Berlin-Rome protocol is
not a barrier. It is rather an axis around which all European
States animated by a desire for peace may collaborate on
troubles.
Germany, although surrounded and solicited, did not
adhere to sanctions.
By the accord of July 11 an element of dissension between
Berlin and Rome disappeared. May I remind you,
even before the meeting in Berlin, Germany had practically
recognized the Empire of Rome.
It is no wonder if we today raise the banner of antibolshevism.
This is our old banner! We were born under
this sign ! We have fought against this enemy ! We have conquered
it through our sacrifices of blood!
This is because what is called bolshevism and communism
is today-listen well to me-only super-capitalism of a
State carried to its most ferocious extreme. It is not, therefore,
the negation of a system, but the development and sublimation
of this system, and the time has come to put an end
to it. This might be by opposing fascism and democracy to it.
Truly, one can say that this, our great Italy, is still the
great unknown. If many of those Ministers and Deputies
and such who speak in order to listen to themselves decided
just once to cross the frontiers of Italy they would be convinced
that if there is a country where concrete, real, and
substantial democracy has been realized this country is Italy
of the Fascist era.
We are not like true, authentic reactionaries of all countries.
We are not embalmers of the past; we are anticipators
of the future. We do not carry to its extreme consequences
the capitalistic civilization, above all in its mechanical, almost
inhuman aspect. We create a new synthesis through which
Fascism opens the road to a human, true civilization of work.
I have been occupied up to this point with the continent.
But Italy is an island. It is necessary for Italians little by
little to take on an insular mentality, because it is the only
method for taking all prohlems of naval defense of the nation
in their true light.
Italy is an island which emerges from the Mediterranean.
This sea-I address myself here also toward the
English, who perhaps at this moment are listening by radio, this
sea is the highroad of Great Britain, one of the many
highroads or, rather, short cuts through which the British
Empire reaches its outlying territory more rapidly.
Let it be said between parentheses that when the Italian
Negrelli projected the cutting of the Isthmus of Suez he was
considered-above all, in England-as scatterbrained.
If the Mediterranean is for others a highroad, for us
Italians it is life. We have said a thousand times, and I
repeat, that we do not intend to menace this road, we do
not intend to interrupt it. But we say, on the other hand,
our rights and vital interests must be respected.
There are no other alternatives. The reasoning brains
of the British Empire must realize the thing is done and is
irrevocable. The sooner the better.
Bilateral conflicts are not to be thought of, and even less
a conflict which from bilateral would become immediately
European. There is, therefore, only one solution, direct, rapid,
and complete understanding on the basis of recognition of
reciprocal interests.
But if this does not come about, if in fact--and I refuse
to believe it from today on--one is really thinking of suffocating
the life of the Italian people in that sea which was
the sea of Rome, very well! Let it be known that the Italian
people would spring to their feet like one man, ready for
combat with a determination which would have real precedence
in history.
Milan comrades, let us turn to our own affairs: Marching
orders for the fifth year of Fascism are the following:
Peace with all, with those near and afar. Armed peace!
Therefore, our program of armaments for land, sea, and sky
will be regularly developed.
Acceleration of all productive energies of the nation, in
agricultural and industrial fields. Development of the corporative
system to its definite realization.
But here is a duty I confide to you, O Milanese of this
most ardent and most Fascist Milan which has revealed its
great soul these days. I confide in you O Milanese of this
generous, working, and untiring Milan, this duty;
You must place yourselves, as you will place yourselves,
as an advance guard for the development of the empire so
as to make it in the shortest possible period an element of
well being, of power, of glory for the nation.





COMRADES of Palermo: My second trip to Sicily
comes to a conclusion with this majestic gathering
of people. I can now state that I have studied your
magnificent land and have seen again its extremely proud
people.
In the first part of my speech, I will speak of you, of
your problems, of our problems, for there is no problem in
anyone part of Italy that does not immediately become a
problem for the entire nation.
In the second part, I will outline certain customs.
First of all, I would like the pro-Fascists of the other 85
provinces and the remaining anti-Fascists who are still running
the world to know that Sicily is Fascist down to her
marrow, that Sicily and blackshirts are one person, that
Sicily and Fascism are a single entity.
Sicily, too, has moved vigorously forward in the first
fifteen years of the Fascist revolution. If I were allowed to
speak in percentages, I would say that 25 per cent has already
been done, that 25 per cent is now on the way to completion,
and that 50 per cent remains to be done and will be done.
Now the problem of problems for your island can be
summed up in a short, simple and very Italian word, water--water
to quench men's thirst, water to irrigate the Sicilian
landed estates, even though these have been rid of their
feudal entanglements by Fascist policy. The day each modern
dwelling has its water and its well, that day the peasants of
Sicily like peasants of all other parts of the world will be glad
to live on the earth on which they toil; large, landed estates
will diminish and your land will be able to provide a livelihood
for double the population that it does today, for Sicily
must and will become one of the most fertile regions of the
earth.
You have seen the military equipment, land, naval and
air, that protects the island grow under your very eyes. Only
through a supreme folly could anyone think of invading your
land. No one, not even a single soldier, will ever disembark
here.
Now, listen to this announcement, an era among the
happiest ever witnessed in its four thousand years of history is
beginning for your island. This era is bound to a historic
fact through which we have had the supreme fortune to live,
the founding of the Second Empire of Rome.
From now on the energies of the State will be directed
with an increased intensity towards you because Sicily
represents the geographic center of the Empire. When I decided
that the great maneuvers should be held in Sicily, some
alarm was registered. There arose certain exaggerated and
untimely interpretations. All that is past. By now everyone
should convince himself that Italy intends to pursue a con- .
crete policy of peace. It is along these lines that we are guiding
our relations especially with bordering states.
There is no doubt that from March to this date, our
relations with Yugoslavia have improved. Those with Austria
and Hungary have always been hewn to the terms of the
Rome Protocol which especially during the economic crisis
have shown themselves to be most effective. I must state that
relations with Switzerland too are more than friendly. Still
considering our land boundaries, there remains France. If we
examine the totality of these relations with a calm and reasoning
mind, we must come to the conclusion that there is no
matter for drama, and relations would certainly be better if
certain semi-authoritative circles in France did not idolize the
Geneva idols and if there were not other currents which have
been waiting day by day for the last fifteen years, and with a
constancy worthy of a better cause, for the downfall of the
Fascist regime.
If from land frontiers, we pass to sea and colonial frontiers,
we meet Great Britain. I say "we meet" and I ask those
who hurry to translate or to distort my speeches to make due
distinction between a meeting and a clash.
When I come back to reflect on the last two years of our
relations with London, I am induced to conclude that at the
bottom there is a great deal of uncomprehension. There is
still in the British mind the picturesque idea of Italy when
this young, resolute and strong Italy was not yet known.
With the January agreement, there came a clarifying of the
situation on which it is useless to dwell at the moment, when
certain lamentable episodes upon which it is also useless to
dwell occurred. Today again the horizon is being clarified.
Considering the community of colonial frontiers, I think
that definite conciliation can be reached. But Italy is ready
to give her collaboration on all problems which make up
European political life. We must, however, keep certain realities
in mind. The first of these is the Empire.
It has been said that we desire recognition on the part of
the League of Nations. Not at all. . . . We, comrades, do
not ask the officials of the Geneva vital statistics bureau to
register any births. We do believe, though, that the time has
come for a demand to be registered. I will say that it is
superfluous to add to the infinite upsets of the Geneva organism
still another division between those who have recognized
and those who have not yet recognized the Empire of Rome.
Another reality which might be taken into account is that
which is now commonly called the Rome-Berlin axis. You
cannot meet Rome by ignoring Berlin or by doing the opposite.
There is actual solidarity.
I have said in the most categorical manner that we will
not tolerate Bolshevism or anything like it in the Mediterranean
and within a few steps from our home. These perturbations
brought about by people absolutely exterior to the
Mediterranean must be discarded, these perturbations and
warlike follies.
I now conclude my speech with an appeal for peace to
all the countries that are bathed by this sea where three continents
have brought their civilization to a common center. I
trust that this appeal will be welcomed but if it should not
be, we are perfectly at ease, for Fascist Italy has such forces
of spiritual and material order that it can look in the face and
bend any destiny.







BLACKSHIRTS! This, O Trieste and people of
Trieste, is the fourth time I have had the fortune,
- the honor and the joy to speak to you. The first time
was in December, 1918, when the vibration of a great event,
which was concluded with victory, was still visible and felt
in the air of your city.
I returned in 1920 and 1921 when we were tormented
with questions of a mediocre peace and by some historical
aspects, while the squadrismo [Blackshirt Combat Organization]
of Trieste was recleansing your city energetically and
heroically of many, too many, relics of the old regime.
After many years I return among you, and from first
glance I have been able to see the great forward strides
taken by Trieste.
I have not come among you to raise your morale again, as
poison pens from beyond the mountains and over the seas
have foolishly published. There is no need of that, since
your morale is, as always, highest.
I have come to underline before the Italians the interests
and the sentiments of your city because Italians for many
generations have had the name of Trieste in their hearts.
I have come too to see what you have done and to see,
Furthermore, how it may be possible to hasten on the road to
a goal. I have come to listen and to talk to you. There are
no steps in the history of Trieste that are not common to the
history of the fatherland.
When in 1866 the young Italian Kingdom, allied militarily
with Prussia, fixed its borders along the Isonzo, it seemed
superficially that the destiny of Trieste was ceded. Sixteen
years later Trieste responded with the gesture of Oberdan
while irredentism flamed in all Italian youths.

In 1914 the dual monarchy throws dice, tries the supreme
play and loses. Four long years of waiting for you, O people
of Trieste, longer than the fifty years preceding.
Victory comes. You are politically rejoined to Italy; I
say politically because spiritually you always were.
With this historical situation liquidated your imperial
hinterland is in fragments. But Trieste spiritedly recommences
to march with its spirit of initiative and its traditions
of the sea.
With its long preparation, all that it has done in these
twenty years Italians and foreigners can see and must admire.
Twenty years later, in March, 1938, a fatal event occurs
which was traceable since 1878. As you well know, millions
of men wished it and no one opposed it.
Trieste finds herself facing a new situation. But Trieste is
ready to face and overcome it. Trieste knows geography is
not an opinion and will work itself out in the long run regardless
of those who think otherwise.
Trieste counts upon her own strength. Trieste cannot,
and does not, turn her back on anyone, People of Trieste;
there are moments in the life of a people when men who
direct them must not decline their responsibility but must
faithfully shoulder it.
That which I am about to tell you is dictated not only by
the policy of the Rome-Berlin axis, but finds its historic and
present justification in the friendly feeling which binds us
to Magyars, Poles and those other nations of that which
may be called mosaic State No.2.
What I am about to tell you is dictated by a sense of conscience
which I would call more than Italian-European.
When problems posed by history reach the tormenting degree
of complication, the solution demanded is the simplest, most
logical and most radical: that which we Fascists call totalitarian.
The solution to the problem which at this moment agitates
Europe has only one name: plebiscites. Plebiscites for all
nationalities that demand them, for all nationalities that were
forced into what wished to be great Czechoslovakia and
which today reveals its organic inconsistency.
But there is something else to be said and it is that at a
certain moment events become an avalanche and for that
reason we must hurry if we want to avoid disorders and
complications. The idea of making haste in solving the problem
must have been shared by the British Prime Minister in
leaving London for Munich as a flying messenger of peace
since any delay does not hasten the solution but brings on a
fatal collision.
This solution, despite the campaign of Moscow, is already
penetrating the heart of European peoples. We hope that in
these last hours a peaceful solution is reached. We wish also
that if this is not possible the resulting conflict be limited and
circumscribed, but if this does not happen and a line-up of
universal character is brought on for or against Prague let
it be known that Italy's place is already chosen.
Regarding internal policy, the present burning question is a
racial one. In this field also we shall adopt necessary solutions.
Those who try to make it believed that we have obeyed or
imitated--or, worse, been influenced are poor half-wits to
whom we accord our contempt and our pity.
The racial problem has not broken out suddenly, as think
those who are used to brusque awakenings because they are
used to long, sluggish sleeps. It is related to the conquest of
empire, since history teaches us empires are conquered by
arms but held by prestige and prestige demands a clear-cut
consciousness of race which establishes not only differences
but clear superiority.
The Jewish problem is therefore merely an aspect of this
phenomenon. Our position has been determined. Despite
our policy the world of Hebrewism has for sixteen years
been an irreconcilable enemy of fascism.
In Italy our policy has caused among Semitic elements
something which, if it can be called a course at all, may be
called running foul.
Nevertheless, Jews of Italian citizenship who have unquestioned
military or civil merit in the eyes of Italy and the
regime will find justice and comprehension. As to others, a
policy of separation will be followed.
In the end the world perhaps will be more astounded by
our generosity than by our rigor, at least unless Semites
beyond the frontier and in our country and, above all, their
unexpected friends who defend them from too many chairs
of learning compel us to change our course radically.
As to that which particularly concerns you, all people of
Trieste, everything will be done to supply and make powerful
your market, which is the second of Italy. Work will
be given your workshops and shipyards, which have deserved
world fame.
But for us Fascists the source of all things is eternal
strength of spirit. And for this reason I claim the privilege
of realizing that which for two centuries was the ideal of
your city, a university which will be completed within commg
years.
Padua, which for so many centuries was the sole atheneum
of the Venetian people in their vigilant patriotism, will understand
and Padua will offer a standard to her new Julian
sister.
People of Trieste, after what I have told you I ask you:
Is there one among you of Italian blood and soul who can
for a single instant--I say for a single, fleeting instant--doubt
in the future of your city united under the symbol of
Littorio, which means audacity, tenacity, expansion and
power?
Do vou sometimes have the impression that because Rome
is distant that it is far away? No, Rome is here, she is here
on your hills and on your sea! Here in centuries past and in
centuries to come with her laws, her arms and her king!
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